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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

The bibliography on Thuggee is extensive. 
Meadows Taylor by virtue of his ‘Confessions of a Thug’ 
which while professedly a work of fiction is neverthe- 
less closely modelled on the recorded deposition of the 
notorious thug, Amir Ali, is perhaps the best known writer 
on the subject Sleeman, however, though possibly less 
well known for his literary work, is undoubtedly the most 
authoritative writei on Thuggee His ‘Ramaseeana’ 
published in 1836 is a collection of miscellaneous -papers 
of a highly authentic nature on all aspects of the depreda- 
tions of the Thugs Not the least valuable part of the book 
is the vocabulary of the language of the Thugs (Ramasi) 
which gives the book its name Meadows Taylor quotes 
from ‘Ramaseeana’ in his Introduction to the Confessions , 
and other writers on the subject, e g , the anonymous 
author of 'Illustrations of the History and Practices of the 
Thugs’ a semi-official publication issued from London m 
1837, freely acknowledge their debt to Captain Sleeman 
The official records of the Saugor and Nerbudda Territo- 
ries contain frequent references to his unique knowledge 
of the practices and customs of the Thugs He had, 
moreover, the capacity to express this knowledge in 
vigorous prose and both his ‘Rambles and Recollections’ 
and his ‘Ramaseeana’ remain important works for the 
histoncal appreciation of the significance and nature of 
Thuggee They are undoubtedly the mam source for 
the latest work on the subject. Colonel Sleeman’s ‘Thug, 
or A Million Murders’ Prior to Sleeman, the most 
authoritative work on Thuggee was a monologue (‘Of 
the Murderers called Phansigars’) drawn up by 
Dr Sherwood m 1816 in Madras and incorporated in 
Sleeman’s ‘Ramaseeana’* 

Though the period has thus been well covered, any 
additional documentary evidence relating to the practice 
of Thuggee is important, as the fact that organised mur- 
der on such an extensive scale was possible in a highly 
developed state of Indian civilization can never cease to 
be significant in the history of India Moreover, the 
unique part played by the officers of the Saugor and Ner- 
budda Territories m the suppression of this criminal trade 
gives the records preserved in the Central Provinces 
Secretariat a special importance 


• Pages 327 — ^362 edit Calcutta 1836 
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The Collection of papers presented here is not m 
tended to be exhaustive as the admimstrative work of 
deahng with a problem of such intncate detail and wide 
extent led naturally to an exceedingly voluminous corres 
pondence Selecbon has however been made to illus 
trate some of the more difhciilt administrative problems 
e g the quesbon of the vahdity of the approvers evid 
ence the method of deahng with Thugs not actively parti 
cipating in the murder but accessones to the crime the 
relations of the Department for the Suppression of 
Thuggee with Native States and the congeshon of the 
courts caused by the numerous bands of thugs eventual 
ly brought to book and the almost innumerable murders 
with which they were each charged 

The history of Sleeman is the history of Thuggee sup 
pression It is to be read in his autobiographical Ram 
bles and Recollections and A Journey through Oudh 
and in the introduction to his scholarly Ramaseeana 
as well as in the more recent semi biographical Thug 
or A Mdhon Murders Sleeman thus modestly de 
aenbes how he came to undertake this most labonous and 
painful duty and the stations from which he exercised 
his junsdicQon — 

"When I first undertook the duty of supenntending 
the operation for the arrest of these gangs and of collect 
ing the evidence for the cases in which they were to be 
committed for tnal the most labonous and painful that I 
have ever performed I had the civil charge of the dis 
tnct of Jubulpore on the Nuibudda nver As that of 
Saugor was more central and consequently more eligible 
I was in January 1831 transferred to the civil charge of 
that distnct dunng the absence of Mr C Fraser on sick 
leave to the hills On his return in January 1832 he re 
sumed charge of the revenue and ci\il duties and left me 
the cnminal which 1 continued to discharge till January 
1835 while Captain Low continued to officiate for me in 
the civil charge of the Jubbulpore distnct By the resolu 
tion of Goiemment of the 10th Janiuirv 1835 my head 
quarters were transferred back to Jubbulpore and has 
ing the general supenntendence of all proceedings prcli 
mmary to tnal oicr the whole field of our operations 
which had now extended from Lahore to the Cjimatic 
1 was relics ed from csers other charge 

Thus dunng the bnef penod in Sleeman s career be 
tween 1831 and 1813 Thuggee was almost completely 
stamped out Dunng this time he held the office of 
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Sleeman and Meadows Taylor The interest however 
of ongmal documents is that the information is present 
ed unembellished and with factual accuracy Merely 
going through these papers illustrates how from the first 
out burst of moral mdignation at the realization of the full 
enormity of this nefanous trade there was huilt up an ela 
borate administration to eradicate the evil, which even 
tually with its ramifications covered all India The 
industry and unflagging application of those who had to 
bring the thugs to book as well as those who had to cn 
dure the ennm of the innumerable and protracted tnals 
was prodigious 

P,je 2 One of the earl> letters descnbes the extent of 

Thuggee and the methods including the branding of con 
victed Thugs proposed to deal with it In paragraph 4 of 
Ptpi 12 mi letter 6 we have an instance (forcibly expressed) of the 
moral indignation which the whole business aroused In 
the same letter are discussed various administrative mea 
sures to deal with the problem including the vexed ques 
tion of what was to be done with associate informers 
^ (paragraph 9) 

The depositions of thug prisoners contained in these 
records reveal illuminating flashes on how quondam res 
pectable peasants and tradesmen were initiated into the 
ntes of this gruesome profession Amanoola the per 
petrator of countless murders confesses that he was linked 
'*■ to the thugs by the casual connection of marriage He 
bkewise descnbes the favounle method of dispersal of 
forces used bj the thug bands on their excursions The 
r.Bt«i9— 27 jut^equent deposition of Haimraj is an epic on the revolt 
mg subject of organised wholesale murder 

The deposition of Poorun reveals a cunous result of 
the pacification of the countrj and the suppression of 
Pindan free booUng under Bntish administration It 
was before the establishment of tranquillit> over the 
countr> he savs that 1 served under Oudev Singh at 
which time our excursions were neither earned to so great 
a distance as the> haje since been nor were so lucrative 
or certain for in those davs travellers particular!} with 
much propert} seldom ventured to go from one place to 
another without being well escorted or in large parties 
and we feared the Pindanes and other mounted plunder 
r.m27mig„ much is other classes did — not connected with 
"*■ them ’ 
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Actually this deposition lanks with its predecessor in 
its discursive and epic qualitv Ji includes in the cioss- 
examinalion an exact account, replete with grisly detail, pj, 
of the methods of murder these gangs ordinarily 
employed 

The subsequent papers are mainly concerned with 
the administrative pioblems connected with the suppres- 
sion For instance, on pages 11, 42 the question of 
“geneial warrants” and the infiingement on the common 
criminal law' that these entail is discussed Then in 
paiagraph 35, of the same lengthv letter, w’hich examines 
minutelv each detail of administiation, the pioposal to 
create the post of Superintendent of Thugs (wdiich Slee- 
man later so successfull\ occupied) is mooted Sleeman’s 
name, with an allusion to his manifest qualifications for 
the post, IS actuallv advanced as the officer most capable 
of filling the appointment The letter incidentallv cites 
an illustration of the extreme bravado and daring of 
w'hich thngs w'ere capable On this occasion at 
Lakhnadon a band of thugs murdered a large party of 
travellers w'ithin a stone’s throw of the towm and a hundred 
yards from the servants and tenths of a Government officer 
(paiagiaph 11) : 

The evidence of Motee, approver, show's the minute j 
detail wath wdiich the depo'^itions of such persons was 
recorded , the name of even' thug mentioned is number- 
ed for subsequent verification from any similar confession 
recorded elsewheie, page 63 of this deposition, foi 
instance, is simply an unending catalogue of murderous 
crime, perpetrated apparently for the most part, for a 
trifling gain of a few' rupees 

At page 77 w'e find the phrase that Meadows Tayloi 
used so effectively in his introduction to 'Confessions of 
a Thug’ “Thugs themselves acknowledge that like' 
tigers whenever they have tasted human blood, they can- 
not be deteried from attacking the human species when- 
ever they find an opportunity” 

The Agent at Jubbulpore writing to the Agent at 
Simla stresses the need foi having men “of energy of 
mind and honest determination to prosecute^ this public 
duty” He even goes so far to say that “the Native 
Governments are entirely unfit to be enti listed wnth a task 
which must be pursued without regard to private interests 
and uninfluenced bv the depraved passion of individuals” 
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Pige 92 


Pax* 92. 

page 126 

Paso 105 


The cunous fact that army sepoys often fell the 
easiest prey to thugs is commented on at page 85 — 

Sepoys trusting to their strength and courage 
are easily allured to their destruction by the submis 
sive and wily conduct of these accomplished villains 
The Thugs evidently find it as easv to destroy both 
the confident soldier as the timid and fearful treasure 
earner 

Then follows one of the most interesting discussions 
in these papers ansing out of the administrative measures 
adopted to combat the evil A munshi in the employ of 
the Agent at Saugor vnth the help of "certain Thug 
approvers m an excess of zeal arrested a Brahman and a 
sepoy in the employ of the Bharatpur Raja on a charge 
of thu^ee without even reporting his amval to the Poll 
tical Agent at Bharatpur The controversy that ensued 
on this debacle is both word\ and violent waged with all 
the zeal of a pen charged with departmental fury This 
IS not the last time that Saugor officers have been in con 
flict with the supenor Political Agents of Central 
India and doubtless official correspondence will be so 
enhvened again 

The lengthv letter at pages ICM — 126 is an accurate 
and detailed account of the whole system and practice of 
thuggee showing remarkable insight into the manners and 
customs of thugs derived apparenth largely from 'Cap 
tain Sleeman The letter alludes to the part played bv 
the dispersal of the Pindan and Marhatta free booting 
bands in fostenng thuggee and castigates the misguided 
policv of leniency towards people associated with the 
trade Without intending it and with the sincerest 
desire to render stnet justice this vigorous wnter says 
the Bntish Authonties have in a manner made them 
selves accessories to the subsequent Thuggees which the 
liberated Thugs committed to pav for their ransom — an 
even sadder evcntunlitv than when the over lenient magis 
trates of today release habitual burglars on ball only to 
learn of their further depredations committed with the 
laudable object of meeting their financial obligations under 
the law ' 

The same shrewd judge cautions the higher aulhori 
ties against applving their Pnglish notions of justice to 
situations outside the scope of prevailing Pnglish law 
We carrv our P nglish notions into practice in a country 
where ihcv arc iinsmlaWe and ihercbv work evil while 
intent on adminislenng justice we protect the lawless 
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assassins at the expense of the lives of numerous honest 
men Gratitude to them (released thugs) is unknown and 
the bosom friend and benefactor, nay, their preservers 
from prison and death, as has been too often exemplified 
m these trials, are lemoiselessly saciificed at the shrine 
of wealth” 

Not the least interesting part of this writer’s com- 
ments on the manners and customs of Thugs is his note on 
the omens which they so scrupulously interpreted and 
obeyed 

“The Ass, the Deei, and the Jackal, are considered 
the auspicious four-legged beasts, and omens from either 
of these are more valued than the call of one hundred of 
the most auspicioi^ of the feathered tube If a Partridge 
and a Shamah call at the same time, or if the partndges 
are heard to call first to the right, and then to the left, 
or if the note of a Shamah is heard on the right, and the 
braying of an Ass to the left, the Omens are considered 
auspicious and the gang pioceed on the expedition.” 

Thus in these pages will be found an account that 
supplements m many material particulars anything hither- 
_ to published on the suppression of Thuggee They are 
essentially a tribute to the honestv, vigour and high sense 
of public duty of those officers entrusted with the respons- 
ibility of suppressing this evil 

■ J W MELDRUM, 

Under Secretary to Government, 

Central Provinces and Beraf. 

Nagpur 

The 22nd Nov 1937 
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SELECTED RECORDS 

RELATING TO THE 

SUPPRESSION OF THUGGEE 
1829—1832 

[COLLECTED FROM THE CENTRAL PROVINCES 
AND BERAR CIVIL SECRETARIAT] 


CORRESPONDENCE 

Jubbidporc Dn Supplementary Rccoid^ C F No 711830 

(7 himgee Department ) 

Extract from a general letter from the Hon’ble the Court r*’ 
Directors, dated the 6th April 1830 

* r- * * 

Paragraph 8 — “We arc sorry to perceive a great increase 
in the reported number of murders by Thugs In cases coming 
under this denomination the persons murdered who are com- 
monly travellers or Pilgrims, are first stupified by Drugs clan- 
destinely put in their food and then robned In some instances 
the persons so plundered have survived, but they have generally 
been found dead in Wells or in Fields bv the road side stabbed 
or strangled There are instances of this Crime in several 
Zillahs of the Western Provinces, but in most of them it is un- 
known In Cawnpore, Futtehporc and Allahabad, it has been 
most frequent, and the Police have scarcely ever been successful 
in tracing the offenders The reports in regard to this offence 
in some of the Districts are very vague Bodies of persons found 
in such a state that it could not be known whether they had 
been murdered or not, are given as cases of murder by Thugs 
It IS stated by the Magistrate of Futtehpore, a district in which 
these offences are common, that m the course of a year in his 
Jurisdiction not less than 120 persons fall into wells, it may 
therefore be suspected that I'n manv instances persons are report- 
ed to have been murdered by Thugs who have in truth died 
from some accident On the other hand it is often stated in the 
Superintendent’s Reports that several bodies have been found 
in a Field or in a well and these are set down altogether, as a 
case of murder by Thugs, and although in the figured State- 
ments the number of cases of murder by , Thugs in the two 
years 1826-1827, is said to be 96, the number ot persons reported 
to have been murdered by Thugs is 174 We are by no means 
satisfied with the proceedings of the Public Officers in regard to 
offences of this class These exertions have been but too plain- 
ly unsuccessful, yet we know no reason why some effective 
measures might not be adopted by an able and zealous Magis- 
trate with a sufficient Police Establishment so that many of the 
offenders might be detected and the Crime in a great degree put 
down in places where it was most prevalent N'e trust that you 
wil' endeavour to have the Reports of the cases of Thugs classed 
as accu’-ately as possible in the Statements, and that you will 
exact from the Local Officers a strict attention to their duties in 
regard to the discovery^ and apprehension of the offenders ” 

Tudicial Department 
Hie 15th September 1830 
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To 


Sir 


F C SMITH Esqr 

Agcvt to ilic Governor General 

Soiigor and the Nerbudda Territories 

* * * * 


3 Adverting to the inveterate habiti of the individuals 


Recapitulation of 
sentence. 

No Dtath. 

1 SheAh Madam. 

2 Poltoo 

3 Radba Kiaben. 

4 Bov-anny Perihad 

5 Sbefkfa Bhogwan 

6 Beharee. 

7 OmeiTTa 

8 Jafer Khan 

9 Ooleya 

10 Kalee Khao 
22 ZarfuL 


brought up to the horrid profession of 
Thuggee and to the obvious expediency of 
setting a mark on those who have been 
convicted of this crime and condemned to 
certain period* of impruonment to be after 
wards released on security His Lordship 
in Council is pleased to direct that in addi 
tion to the infliction of imprisonment the 


] I PcTBOOa. 


Thugs now under that sentence should be 


Trartxparaitiom for tiff 

13 Bebader Khan 
19 Kurbam. 

2 pervxu 

Impnpsmart for 
fourUfn iron 
12 Zab«r Khan. 

14 Noor Khan. 

15 fiimecT Khan 
21 Guneaa Dramm. 

4 Pcraofiv 


fmfmroniunt for tet4ii 

1 1 Gonerm Gcxifa. 

16 Gafi«M Aheer 

17 Purun. 

IE Bhoo^ 

20 IIlabM Bukih. 

Z3 Sioow Khan. 

24 Sun«r 

7 Peraom 


branded with the Godna on some part of 
their body not exposed to view so that they 
raa> be recognized as old offenders should 
they again be apprehended in the pursuit of 
their inhuman culling after their liberation 
from Jail Their name* and the words 
Convicted Thug may be stamped on the 
back or shoulders of all sentenced to seven 
years imprisonment and upwards a devia 
tion from the Regulations fully warranted 
h> the enormity of the Crime* of Thuggee 
which firstly placed those who practised it 
be>ond the pal© of Soda) Law 


To rftecvd 
Oit tfnmfy 

25 Kb»« R*m. 

I PoToon 


UmroioJ ftoM/ rn a 

76 Hcct*. 


I Penon 
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4 


4 With regaid to the two individuals No 13 Bahadar 
Khan, and No lb' Rurharee sentenced to transportation for life, 
you will forward them, under safe custody, with their warrants 
to the Superintendent of the Allipore Jail, who will be duly 
apprized of this order and will be prepared to carry the sentences 
into effect 

5 With reference to the 14 paragraph of your letter 
drawing the attention of the Governor-General in Council to 
the proposition by Captain Sleeman in his letter to your 
address of the 13th May last, namely that the entire manage- 
ment of the District of Bhilsa should be obtained from Smdia’s 
Government, and be made the seat of some efficient Military 
and Police Establishment with a view to afford adequate pro- 
tection to Travellers passing to and from Saugor and Malwa, 
I am directed to observe that, however anxious the Governor- 
General m Council is lo give effect to whatever may conduce 
to the suppression of the system of Thuggee in the Districts 
alluded to. His Lordship in Council apprehended that the 
Durbar of Gwalior would not willingly consent to such an 
arrangement, and that even if it did, the remedy would not be 
effectual while it would necessarily entail a Very heavy 
expense His Lordship m Council proposes, therefore, to 
instruct the Resident at Gwalior to represent the state of the 
case to the Regent Bhye and her Ministers and to urge on 
them the paramount and imperious duty of using their utmost 
exertions to suppress the Thug system in the Bhilsah and other 
Districts subject to their authority in which it is said to prevail 
by issuing the most positive orders on the subject to the Aumils 
and other Officers m charge, and by directing them to co-ope- 
rate zealouslv and cordially with the British Functionaries in 
the adjacent parts 

6 His Lordship in Council entirely approves of the steps 
you have taken with regard to Beharee Laul the Gomashta of 
a Banking House at Indore, whorn there is much ground to sus- 
pect of being connected with the Thug Leaders and of employ- 
ing them in the manner and for the purpose, described by 
Captain Sleeman should the Magistrate of Hummeerpore, m 
compliance with your application of the 7th April last, have 
seized Beharee Lall, and his Thug retainers and forwarded them 
to you, His Lordship in Council v/ill approve of your taking 
evidence against them, and retaining them m custody pending 
a report of your proceedings to Government 

7 The attention of the Res'dents at Indore, Gwalior and 
Hyderabad and the Agent to the Governor-General in Bundel- 
cand will be called to the subject of your and Captain Sleeman’s 
remarks on the probable result of delivering over to Native 
States or their Officers, Individuals connected or suspected of 
being Thugs These functionaries will be called on to prosecute 
the subject of enquiry with regard to the instances enumerated 
in which convicted Thugs have been made over to the parties 
who have been plundered, for the purpose of assisting them in 
recovering the lost property, and who, it is to be feared, are 
little scrupulous as to the sources from whence the Individuals 
so employed derive the means of reimbursing them for the 
losses they have sustained 


Bhilsi. 


Hamirpur 


BundelLhand 
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8 On the lubject of the 19th paragr^h of your letter I 
am directed to acquaint >ou that the Governor General in 
Council 18 pleased to uinction on the grounds atated by you 
the pardon of the Witnew Hurrio and to authorize you to 
imprison the other Witnesses Thakoor Dots ahas Mahadeo and 
Mohabut and Maharaj until they fumiih the security required 
for their good conduct m future Hi* Lordship in Council 
further appro es of jcur holding out to the .above-mention^ 
witnesses hopes of a mitigation of their sentence should they 
give such evidence at may lead to the seizure and conviction of 
the Gang of Noor Khan aluts Goolab With regard to these 
organized Bands of inhuman wretches whose profession and 
livelihood IS co>d blooded murder the Governor General in 
Council deems it of the greatest importance to endeavour to 
break up if possible the whole t>'Btem by the apprehciuion of 
the pnncipal leaders who mutt be well known You ore 
accordingly requested to consult with Captain Slceman and 
other local runctionarie* who have the best means of obtain 
ing information and to report the measures that you would 
recommend as most lileh to effect so desirable an object By 
the secret emplojraeot under due precautions of some of the 
witnesses and approvers stimulated d> the promise of a liberal 
reward on the conviction of the Leaders m question such a 
knowledge might be a'^auired of their plans for their next 
annual excursion as might greatly facilitate their apprehensions 
b\ the British Authorities if timcl> apprized of the probable 
scene of their operations 


I have the honor to be 
Sir 

Youi most obedient Humble Servant 
G W S\\^NTON 
Chtc} Secretary to Goxcmmmt 

Fort William 
4lh August 1^0 


To 

I C SMITH Lsoft 

>l^c«t to the Gotrnior Oenrro/ 

SoMgor and ^erbtidda Territories 

Sir 

I am dirccicd to acknowledge the receipt of >our letter 
dated ihc Hlh Ultimo (orw-irding copi of a letter addrcHcd 
by \ou to the Aevpt in Bundtlcand and of one to the llesideni 
^ at Indore respecting the apprehension of ccriain^ucgs and in 
rcpl> to convc> to >ou the -ipprobai on M the Governor Gene 
ral for the exertions made b> >ou and by Captain bicetnaa 
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vour As'Jistnnl for the purpose of tratinji out ,md bringing to 
punislimcnt the gangs of 'I'huggs whose atrocifics have so long 
infested tlie Country 


I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

G W SWINTON 


Camp at Ailaiiaba!) 

'I he Srd Ditcuiic) 1S30 


To 

V C SMITH. liSQB, 

Agitti lo the (jOvcnior-Gcncraly 

Saiti^or and iXnrbadda 7'crntoric^ 

Sir, 

I am directed to transmit to you for your information and Pol Deptt 
guidance the annexed copies of a Dcspatcli dated 8th Ultimo 
from the Resident at Indore and of mv repl> of this date 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your meet obedient. Mumble servant, 

G W SWINTON, 

Chicj Sccrclarv to Government 

Fort William 
Hth October 1S30 


Copies 
No 6 


Indore 

September 8th, 183U 


ro 


G SWINTON, Esqr , 

Chief Secretary to Government, 
Fort William 


Sir, 

I herewith enclose particulars regarding six prisoners now in 
Captain Borthwick’s custody lying under a presumption of their 
being criminals of the Thug profession and request the orders 
of Government as to the disposal of them 
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Kb*ndc»h 

Jhcnd 


BundcJkhftDd 


2 hour -of the number Bukkut Kinda Gungarom 

and Khimoly have been recognized b> some or other of their 
felloe Thugs who turned informers under circumstance* which 
leave no room to doubt their having been member* of the Gang 
thai cut off the Treasure remittance of Dhunraj Pokur Mul in 
Candesh in 1827 a portion of which it would appear wa* seiz^ 
along with them by the Jhansy authoritie* and I would *uggc»t 
that they be transported for life Should Government however 
not think fit in the actual state of the evidence and proceeding* 
against them to adopt thi* suMeation I would recommend 
that they should he transmitted^ to the Governor General * 
Agent in Bundelcund with the present evidence iii order that 
aitisted by the light it affords he may prosecute further enqui 
ne* regarding them in that part of the Country, with a view of 
obtaining further information toward* the ettanliihment cither 
of their criminality or of their innocence so a* to enable Gov 
ernment according to the results to decide the belter of the dis- 
posal of them Should thi* course again seem to Government 
unsuitable I would suggest that they be made over to the Indore 
Authorities who with me despoiled Sahokar* would turn the 
possession of iheir persons to such account a* thev might be 
able in their object of recovering the plunderea property 
But in thii case they would be ultimately rcleaicd to prey upon 
society anew instead of bein^ made an c.\amplc of a* justice 
and expediency so much require they should be. if really raur 
derers and robbers a* thev appear to me proved beyond doubt 
to be 

3 With regard to the property in custody with them I 
should recommend that if be at all events delivered to the 
Sniiokars Dhuntaj Pokurmal being to all appearance part of 
their plundered property although they cannot positively swear 
to the identity of the mixed coins of which it ii composed a* 
being such and not claimed by any other party 

4 ^V^fh regirtl to the other tuo prisoners Dngpal and 
Romchund it is manifest from the evidence appearing on these 
proceedings that there arc two notorious Thug awociate* of 
(hose name* who murdered a Sonbadar near Dhar in thi* prov 
incc and earned oft his child but the prisoners though of the 
lamc names jnd taken up a* such criminals at the indication 
of the Thug leaders Motcc and Dhunoa who found it convc 
nitnt for their own purposes to turn informer* yet have not 
been sufficiently identified as the notorious Thug leaders 
Dngpal and Rami-hiind referred to to admit of their being 
tcnicnccd to punikhmcni as mch I would recommend there- 
fore that thev be irantiiiiticd U the Political Aj,tnt at Cwallor 
of winch liriitorv iliiy art in'ialiitantk along with this cvi 
dcncc in order that lie nnv pro-eiutc enquiries with o view 
to their identifintron or othcrwi c with the noted Thugs of 
lilt same mn)« and if ht should ascertain them to be clearly 
tilt identical indivuluaU and it should he ascertained that a 
Soubadnr and hii child who mav have been taking the road In 
quc»tion ha\t been acliiall) musing nnee that time (for which 
purpo c I shall put tlit Bombav Covernment in ponesnon of 
the present cvidtnctO * would sugecst that they should be 
subjc" ted to tramportaiion for life 1 may obicrve that about 
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rhc time nl which Drijfp.il wilh hi*; nrc st.itcd (o hnvc 

been on the ro id lict\Neeii Mow .md l^.irotl.i .ind lo h.ivc mur- 
dered the Soubadnr near Dhar reason was j^ivcn for a belief 
fiiat one or more imiiVuluaK beloncfini^ lo I lie Bombay Force 
in Malwn were murdcied b\ 'rhuy gancis m iheii progress along 
tile road m que‘-lion, and one or two of ihcm near lo Dhar, 
.md a number of men were aduallj taken up at the time in 
tile Mow (nntonment undci sliong siKpicion of their being 
one ot thecc gangs but were leleased igain from a w-ant of proof 
against them 

S While on the ‘subject I ma\ observe that the compre- 
hensive set of piocecdings taken with the gings of Thugs 
dwelling in the I'undelkund md Gwalior direction, and the 
examples that hive beeii made of ■•ome of them and have been 
kept ha.iging ovei other*., have been .iltcndcd ipparcntlv with 
verv beneficial effects 'I hev "ovv appear to feel that 

thev arc well known and cannot reckon on pursuing the vaca- 
tion of 'I iiugs with tiic s inic impunilv as heretofore There 
are evidences too, as will be found in the enclosed documents, 
of the proceedings t iken igainst them h.iving had the effect of 
generating suspuion*^, deadly enmities .md divisions among 
them, which bv destroving their confidence m one another 
must hive a coii'-idcrable tendenej to break up their associa- 
tions, and It becomes a matfci of importance that the impres- 
sion should not be allowed to weaken by anv appearance of 
laxity or unncccssarv lenience in regard to them on our part 
It maj be attributed as a consequence of the proceedings we 
have been taking with them and the impression created thereby, 
that no gangs of the kind hav^c infested Malwa that I can hear 
of during the past season, whereas scarcely a season passed be 
fore m which this province has been free from visitations from 
them 


I have, &c , 

(Sd ) G WLLESLEY, 
Resident 


Proceedings of Mi Fraser, Acting Agent in the Saugor and 
Nurbudda Territories dated the 4th November 1829 

Government Prosecutor, m the case of Bukut, Kinda, 
Gungaram, Khemolec and Bhikaree. sent from Jhansee, and 
Motee, Dhirrooa, Dngpal, and Ramchund brought in prisoners 
from Gwalior 

In the year 1828 Kullian Sing, Juniadar of Thugs, Baz Khan, 
Dovvlut and other informers gave in a list of the names of 23 rob- 
bers who were inhabitants of the Thansee country The list 
was sent to the Agent m Bundelcund with a Roobukaree 
requesting that the offenders might be apprehended and in 
consequence of the injunction': of that gentleman the Soabadar 
of Jhansee seized five of the individuals above mentioned and 
sent them to this place with some of the Sahookars' property 
which was found 'n their posses'^ion The examination of the 


iMhow 


BundclJchanc 


Jhansi 


Jhansi 

Bundelkhand 
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MKkgtoa DhulL 

NtgpUT 

JhiDti 

INUesfton. 


Bundcfthini 


prisonerf took place on the 21*t January 1828 when it appear 
ed that they had not been en^ged in robbing the houie of 
Seetaram Jeewan Ram at Jubbulpore but it wai ihown by 
the evidence of the informer Motee that they had plundered 
the remittance of Dhunraj Phokur Mull between Malygam 
and Dhoolia, consisting of Jewels gold and silver to the 
amount of 23 000 Rupees and murder^ the seven persons who 
were in charge of it 

A Roobukaree was afterwards received from the Resident 
at Gwalior encloiiM an Urzee from Kishen Purihad, Holkur s 
Vukeel at Smdia s Durbar stating that the informers Motee and 
Dhirrooa had been engaged in plundering the remittance of 
Dhunraj Phokur Mull between Malygam and Dhoolia An 
rnglith letter uith statement to the same purport was subse 
quently received from the Resident at Indore A letter has 
Iso htelv arrived from the Resident at Nagpore enclosing 
an Urzee from Manik Ram Goomastha of Dhunraj Phokur 
Mull requesting that Motee and Dhirfooa might be sent to 
Gwalior or Alumpoor in order that the plundered property 
might be recovered 

It appears that the five prisoner! sent from Jhansec though 
not Implicated in the Jubbulpoor robbery were engaged in 
plundering the remittance nenr Mnl>gam The Statements 
received from Gwalior and Indore represent that the informers 
Motee and Dhirrooa were also parties in the latter offence and 
the Resident at Cwalior from a belief in their guilt put them 
both in irons and sent them hack from that place where they 
had gone for the purpose of pointing out Dacoits Under the 
circumstances it is ncccssar> that the five Jhnnsce pnsoncri with 
the property found i non them the two informers Motee and 
Dhirrooa and nlso Drigpnl and Romchund who have been 
hiought in from the Gwalior Country should all be sent to 
Indore in order that th<n mnj point out the propert) of Dhun 
raj Phokur Mull and tficv arc directed to bo sent accordingly 
under a suitable guard 


To 

Sir 


G WFI LRSI FY F^O'i 

Resident nt Indore 


T am dircrtcd to acknowledge the rccclnt of your Despatch 
of the 8th Ultimo submitting the proceedings regarding six 
pri«nner! now in the ntfto<K of Captain Borthwick under a pre 
sumption of ihcir being Thugs 

2 With respect to four of the number mmcl> Rukkul 
Klnda Cungaram and Khcmalv IH« I^rd hip In Council deems 
It the mo t advisable course that a« suggested h> )ou lho<c 
individuals ihotild hi forwarded under safe custimj to the 
Agent to the Co\ error Ccf»cral in nundcicund with the pre 
sent evidence against them in order that he m3> prosecute the 
mquirv regarding rhrir gmit and identitv when he will he 
directed to report the result of hb Investigation for lire final 
orders of Government 
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3 The property found in their possession may be made 
over to the Sahookars as recommended in the 3rd paragraph 
of your letter 

4 Regarding the remaining two prisoners, Drigpaul and 
Ram Chand, His Lordship in Council, views with some suspi- 
cion, the evidence of the Thug Leaders, Motee and Dhurrooa, 
who, It is stated, found it convenient for their own purposes to 
turn informers against them It appears therefore that the 
most expedient procedure, will be to adopt the suggestion sub- 
mitted by you in the 5th paragraph of your despatch that they 
should be sent to the Resident at Gwalior for the puipose of 
that Officer holding further enquiries into their case lou will 
accordingly be pleased to forward the two Prisoners ^ to the 
Acting Resident and he will be instructed to report his pro- 
ceedings to Government, when orders will be passed on their 
case 

5 The information contained in the concluding paragraph 
of your letter, of the good effect already produced by the mea- 
sures adopted against the Thugs, is highly satisfactory His 
Lordship in Council trusts that by the continued zeal and acti- 
vity of the local British Authorities, in tracing and bringing to 
trial and punishment on conviction, these common Pests of 
Society, the Thug association may be completely broken^ up and 
the Countries which have been the scene of their atrocities, be 
cleared of them entirely With this view, it will be the duty of 
the several British Functionaries to maintain a frequent corres- 
pondence with each other, and communicate whatever new 
information they may acquire respecting their plans and 
rendezvous on the return of the season for their annual excur- 
sions 

I haVe, &c , 

(Sd ) G SWINTON, 
CJnej Secretary to Government 

Fort William 
8th October 1830 

To 

F C SMITH, Esquire, 

Agent to the Governor-General, 

Saugor and the Nerbiidda Territories 
Sir, 

With advertence to my separate Despatch under this date 
regarding certa'n Thugs apprehended at Indore, and to the 
accompanying copy of a letter which appeared in one of the 
periodical papers published at the Presidency, the Governor- 
General in Council deems the present a fitting opportunity for 
following up the recent proceedings against those barbarous 
associations, and endeavouring to ext'rpate the evil by the 
apprehension of all the notorious Leiders still at large 

2 With this view, you will be pleased to put yourself in 
communication with the Officer who was present at the execu- 
tion of the 11 Thugs at Jubbulpore, and endeavour to ascertain 

4 
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the Writer of the letter who appears to pos»e»i extensive know 
ledge of the character and habits of the Thu^ and to have 
acquired his information from those individuaTi who have been 
employed as approvers You will request him to communicate 
to you such further particulars as may be coniiitent with hli 
knowledge and calculated to promote the object m view of 
apprehending the Thug Sirdars still at liberty You will then 
be pleased to consider the means of apprehending the parties 
alluded to whether by the offer of rewards the employment of 
spies near the Temple at which they are said to make their 
votive offerings before setting oi t on their periodical eicur 
lions or in such other mode as may appear to be most advis 
able and report your sent'menU tor the consideration of 
Government It would be superfluous to caution you against 
the danger of the appro\erB who mav be employed conspiring 
for the sake of reward or from motives of enmity to accuse 
innocent individuals and coD\ert their agenev for the detection 
of criminals into a guilty source of gam or revenge for them 
selves 

3 It IS to be presumed that the persons of the most noton 
ouB leaders are well known to their comrades now in custody 
and one good securit> against impos tion on the part of the 
informers would be to obtain from them singly and without 
the privity of each other o general list of all me noted Thugs 
known to them with n description of their persons age native 
village etc These accounts might be compared with each 
other and would serve os some check against false accusations 
on one hand while on the other they would strongly corrobo- 
rate the eudence of identity if an individual hereafter seized 
should be found to correspond with the description prcMoutly 
given by several appro\crs without previous communication 
with each other 

4 Another useful purpose which would be answered by 
collechng from all quarters descriptions of the penons of nolo 
nous Thugs would be the spread of general alarm amongst 
those leaders every one of whom would become distrustful of 
hiB associates lest he should be betrayed and delivered up to 
the British authorities, and thus the most successful means 
would be employed of breaking up the formidable bands which 
have hitherto been assembled every season for extensive and 
distant excursions 

5 His Ixirdship in Council relies on the approved zeal 
and activity aticady displayed by yourself and Captain Slecman 
In bringing to cond gn ounishment some of the most notonoui 
of these inhuman wrctchc* and if through vnur Instrumentality 
the abominable race of Thugs should be ultimately cxtcrminat 
ed your services in the cause of humanity would entitle you to 
the Highest meed of applause 

I have the honour to be 
Sir 

^oiir most obedient Humble servant 
G W SWINTOH 

Chtef Secretary in GoTernnient 

Fort Wiluam 

O tn}ter J^O 


II 

Copies 

No. 32 


To 


G SWINTON, Esqr, 

Chief Secretmy to Government, 
Fort Wilham 


Sir, 

1 have the honour to transmit for the information and 
orders of Government the Proceedings of Captain Borthwick 
in the case of a large Gang of Thugs apprehended by him on 
their return from an expedition into Guzerat 

2 These proceedings detail so fully the system pursued by 
these Murderers that any comment or observations on them 
seem quite superfluous, the guilt [y] of the party being established 
beyond all doubts With reference, however, to the quantity and 
tr' fling value of the articles found in the possession of the 
Murderers, it may be proper to notice that this is satisfactorily 
accounted for by the circumstances of the Party having only 
five days before their apprehension sent off, under charge of 
one of their leaders, almost all the booty they had collected 
on their expedition including of course everything of Value 

3 The expeditions of these murderous Gangs have of late 
years become the greatest calamities with which Malwa has been 
afflicted, and it will not fail to attract the notice of Govern- 
ment that the very pacification of the Country has led to the 
extension of this murderous system to a degree unknown 
before 

4 The invariable practice of putting to death the whole 
of their victims, the manner m which this is done, and the 
mode in which the Bodies are disposed of, renders the appre- 
hension and conviction of these Gangs particularly difficult, and 
I therefore consider the seizure of so large a body of them as 
a most fortunate event for this Country, and likely, if capital 
punishment is inflicted on the greater part of them, to put a 
stop to such expeditions for a long period to come The 
punishment however of these murderers to be effective m this 
respect ought, I conceive, to be inflicted at the different places 
from whence they come, and I cannot help trusting that Gov- 
ernment will also adopt some measures both in our own 
territory, and in the dominions of our allies, to bring to condign 
punishment the village officers and other authorities of the 
Country who connive at the proceedings of these murderers, 
and participate in their plunder These can hardly be consi- 
dered as less guilty than the murderers themselves 

5 I beg leave therefore to suggest that the leaders, and 
all of the party whose employment m the gang has been that of 
stranglers should suffer capital punishment each at the village to 
which^ he belongs Where the murderers come from places 
not within our jurisdiction, I can hardly anticipate any difficulty 
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m obUmiog the awent of our Alliei to make an example w 
reqimite for the future safety of innocent traveller! tbrouch 
out Central India The reft of the Gaa 0 with the exception of 
th^ to whom pardon hai been prorai»ed ought I conceive 
either to be baniihed from Hindoostan or confin^ for life 


Indore 

I2th August 1S29 


I have &c 
(Sd ) J STEWART 
Resident 


Bin»4i«tUuad 


To 


Copy 

Major STEWART 


Officiating Resident 

Indore 

Sir 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of vour Despatch 
of the 12th Auguii tubmitting copie* of a letter from Captain 
Borthwjck and of proceeding* held by him in the cate of a 
Gang of Thug* and to communicate to you the following obier 
vatiotu and order* of the Governor General in Council on the 
•ubject 

2 Captain Borthwick ii contldered to merit great praiie 
for the seizure of lo large a Gang of thotc atrocious crimlnali 
and foi the full and satmoctor> evidence which he hai obtained 
of their guilt The depositions of Amoun-oolla and the other 
four accomplices who came forward on the promise of pardon 
afford the strongest proof of the whole of the Pnioneri belonging 
to the Gang and of the numerous murders committed b) them In 
the course of their progress through the several countnes which 
were the scene of their depredations The discovery of the 
dead bodies in the places pointed out b> Amaun oolla and the 
production and identification of some of the property found 
m the possession of the Gang as detailed in the proceedings 
held by Captain Borthwick confirm the depositions of the five 
Evidence and establish the jmilt of the parties beyond the posii 
bility of doubt His Lordship in Council observes that one 
of the evidence Khaimrauj deposed lo no less than 71 Murders 

3 These murders ha\inc been perpetrated In tcrrifoncs 
belonging to various Native Chiefs and the perpetrators belnp 
inhabitants of vinous Uislncts belonging to different authori 
tic* there Is no Chief in particular, to whom wc could deliver 
them up for punishment as their Sovereign or as the Pnnee 
of the Temlorj in vkhich the crime had been committed 

4 The hand of these Inhuman monsters being agaimt every 
one and there being no country within the range of their annual 
excursions from Bundelcund to Guzeraut in which ih^ have 
not committed murder It appears to His Lordihlp In Council 
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that they may be con<;idercd like Pirates, to be placed without 
the pale of social law, and be subjected to condign punishment 
b> whatever authority they may be seized and convicted 

5 Under this mcw of the case and adverting to the relative 
situation of the British Go\ eminent as the paramount power, 
the Governor-General in Council has no hesitation in authoriz- 
ing and directing capital punishment to be inflicted on the lead- 
ers. and all of the Gang, who shall be proved to ha^e been 
cmplojed as the stranglers With regard to those who in de- 
co>ing and enticing the Mctims to their fate, or in aiding to 
remove and conceal the bodies, must be held to be accessaries 
both before, and after the fact, they arc equally criminal as 
the principals and deserving the same punishment of death, but 
His Lordship in Council authorizes you to commute the 
sentence of Capital puni'^hment into transportation for life 
with hard labour be>ond seas, or confinement for a certain term 
of jears according to the circumstances of each particular case 
Such of the Prisoners as ha\e acted merely as followers of the 
Gang omplo^ment in the performance of Menial duties, such as 
Syces, or Grass Cutters, and did not, as accomplices, share m 
the plunder, and Boys also, under 14 years of age, of whom there 
are three or four amongst the prisoners, arc to be kept in con- 
finement for such periods as >ou may consider proper 

6 His Lordship m Council concenes that much difficulty, 
with risk of escape, would attend the plan suggested by you of 
executing the indi\iduals condemnpd to suffer death, each at 
his own village, and deems it more expedient that the whole 
on whom capital punishment is to be inflicted should be exe- 
cuted at the place where they are now confined It will be 
proper to intimate to Holkar’s Government the apprehension 
and conviction of the Gang, and the order which you have 
received for inflicting capital punishment on the murderers 

7 Previously to deciding on the fate of each individual 
Pnsonei (seventy-four in number) the Governor-General in 
Council desires that you will instruct Captain Borthwick to call 
them up singly in the order of enclosure No 11 of Captain 
Borthwick’s letter, in which their defence is contained, and 
take the evidence of the five witnesses as to the identity of the 
individual, his degree of connection with the Gang, as Leader, 
accomplice, or menial, and compare the evidence as given by 
each of those five approvers Captain Borthwick will also hear 
whatever the Prisoners may desire to offer further in their 
defence, and wherever a doubt may exist in his mind as to the 
fact of the Party being one of the Gang (notwithstanding the 
identification of one or more of the Evidence) that individual 
IS to have the benefit of the doubt, and his case to be reserved 
for further orders In the Depositions submitted with your 
Despatch the cases of the Prisoners are not given in the same 
numerical order in each, and it becomes difficult in some in- 
stances to know whether the witnesses refer to one and the 
same individual 

8 By the course of proceeding now directed, the first 
Prisoner to be identified according to list in Enclosure No 11 
IS Omrao Sing Each of the five Witnesses should be called 
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on in Bucccwion and \vithout the privily of one another lo 
idcntiiy and name him, and Caplam Borfhwlcfc will keep a 
record of the proceeding elating hu own opinion regarding the 
establishment of the Prisoner s guilty and the puniihmcnt to 
which with reference lo the obscr\otion in a preceding part of 
thia 1 ettcr the Pmoncr h subject Captain corthwid: having 
completed these proccctfinge. will submit them to you and you 
will pail final Bcntcncc on ai! those deserving of capital punish 
ment and direct it to be carried into execution Those adjudg 
cd lo transportation be}ond seas are to be sent under a suit 
able escort to Bombay to be kept m custody there until the 
receipt of orders from hence which will be sent without delay 
The indiMduals who are to sulTcr temporary imprisonment will 
be retained where they now are and jou will receive the finaJ 
instructions of Go\ernmcnt on the receipt of your report and 
Captain Borthwick s further proceedings as above directed, 

9 With respect to the ii\e witneisca to whom Captain 
Borthwick promited pardon it does not appear whether un 
conditional releaic on the conMction of their associates was 
distinctly pledged to them or not Coniidenng the past course 
of life wh ch those individuals who have taken an active share 
in all the atrocities to which they depose have led His Lord 
ship in Council feels extremely reluctant to let them again loose 
upon Society without secunt> for iheir future good behaviour 
Ii by pardon was onfv meant that their lives which had been 
forfeited by their crimes, should be spared they may be con 
iidcred to be treated with great lenity if no severer pmushmem 
be inflicted than confinement until the> can give good security 
and you will be pleased to send them under a guard to the care 

Ahtiri. of the Governor-General s Agent m Bundelcund with whom 
you will arrange as to the time of their despatch and the place 
where the> may be delivered over to the Escort which that 
Office may propose to send to the Frontier of his Jurisdiction 
for the purpose of relieving the Guard which may be sent from 
Mahidpore The Agent to the Governor General will receive 
instructions regarding their disposal until they can fumiib such 
security as he mav see proper to accept You will apprize the 
five Individuals of this decision in order that they may know 
their destination and adopt means for obtaming the security 
required 

10 You will further apprize them that if by their means 
the Leaden and othen of the Gang who separated from them 
some time before tbeir seizure with the intention of returning 

BundcOUamd, to Bundelcund or who made their escape when the rest were 
arrested can be apprehended and convicted they will establish a 
claim to further consideration and indulgence 

11 It 11 the intention of Government to authorize the 
offer of a reward of one thousand Rupees for the apprehension 
of Hcera Rottyram and any others whose names may be jriven 
by the approvers as notorious Leaden of Thugi You will be 

. pleased to communicate to the authorities in Bundelcund who 
will be authorized to offer the rewards above mentioned what 
ever further information you may receive from their late 
associates 
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12 Copies of tile DcpositioiT^ of the five EMdence will be 
comnnimcnletl to the Juclees aiul Magistrates of all the Dis- 
tricts where the s\ciem of '1 huggisni has prevailed, and it is not 
unlihclj tliat the eMdcnce of the Individuals in question, while 
they may remain in conhnement in Bundclcund may be of use, 
m convicting 'I'hun olTendcrs, against which it might otherwise 
be diflicult to bring proof 


I have, etc , 

(Sd ) G W SWINTON, 
Chicj Secretary to Government 

Fort William 
23r(i October 1329 


Deposition of Amanoolah Phansygui admitted to give Evidences 
a Mussalman age about 50 years 

I am one of the Gang of Phaiisigurs now in confinement 
and wuth my associates w^as stopped in the month of Bysak last, 
at the 'illagc Dekola about 7 or 8 Go-^s northwvard of Bheelwara 
as we were returning to our homes in Hindostan At this 
place a partv of 8 or 10 Horsemen came upon us and said that 
Captain IVorthwick haimg heard that w’c w'cre carrying opium 
out of Malwa had ‘^ent them to stop us On hearing this our 
minds w’crc relieved from suspicion or fcir that the object of 
the Horsemen w'as any other than \/hnt they professed it to be 
or had any reference to our habits and pursuits We readily 
consented therefore to return to Bheelwarah wuth the Horsemen 
who w’e thought would of cour‘=e allow us to depart after search- 
ing us and finding we had no opium After our arrival there we 
learnt the true cause of our being arrested, not how'ever before 
the authorities and inhabitants of the Town had joined in aid 
of the Horsemen to secure us and prc^ent our escape We of 
course loudly protested our innocence affirming our readiness 
to be taken before Captain Borthwick wdicrc w'c should clear 
ourselves to that Gentleman’s satisfaction of the accusations 
which the Horsemen cast upon us of being Thugs and Phansigurs 
at the same time urging the great inconvenience Ave w^ould unjust- 
ly be subjected to, if obliged on such unfounded suspicion to 
retrace our steps to Jawrah To these protestations of inno- 
cence Oomrao Jemadar (Prisoner) added that he had an English 
passport and that if the Horsemen persisted in detaining us 
they would bring themselves into difficulty Seeing that the 
Horsemen were deaf to all our entreaties .md threats, I became 
alarmed and as the only chance that appeared to me of saving 
my own life, determined to confess the truth and to make a 
full and true disclosure of our habits and acts I accordingly 
went immediately to the Horsemen and^ffered on assurance of 
my life being spared to make a faithful ^owal of all our doings 
T received the assurance I lequired on which I confessed to them 
that we were actually the Phansygurs they suspected us to be 
From that moment they kept me separate from my companions 
and now that the assurance of pardon has been repeated to me 
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my mind ii at caic and I ihall not withhold the diRcloiure oi 
one iingle act that hai been committed by niyielf and com 
panioni tmcc I became n confederate Phaniygur but freely and 
fully itflte all that occuri to m> memory to mention I have 
been connected with these Phaniy^n for about two year* 
during which period Robberv preceded in every instance by the 
murder of the lndi\iduali robbed has been our mode ot life 
I belong properly to the Gang of Maudun Jemadar now a 
prisoner which coniiiU chiefly of Mutsulmani and ii called the 
Mussalmnn Gang According to the custom of all these Gangs 
of Phan5>guri of proceeding at certain seasons to distant coun 
tnes m quest of plunder (generally after the rains) our Jemadar 
Maudun hoMng collected his men set out from his country in 
Bundelcund upon an excursion of that nature at that season 
last >car Our course was Southerly and passing Dhuttia on 
our sixth stage we came to iho banks of a Nulla where there was 
1 good deal of Jungle There a Muifulmsn traveller on hii 
W3/ to Baroda who called himself a Moolah was prevailed 
upon to join ui Shortly ofterwards every thing bei^ arranged 
he was murdered and hii propert\ plundered A Koran was 
found upon him which to avoid detection we burnt There 
was betides a Lebada and a straight double edged sword both of 
which are a/nongtt the things seized upon tit other things of 
tr fling value belonging to these Muoalman fell mto our hands 
This was the first act we committed after which we pursued our 
course and without failing m with anv thing further arrived at 
Oogien From Oogien we proceeded to Baroda by the usual 
stages without committing any murder or robbery on the way 
with only one exception about ^ Cofs from the latter Town 
This was upon the persons of a Hajam and Byra^ who fell 
into our hands at the stage before we reached Baroda and were 
murdered a short time otter night had set m A red woollen 
cloth jacket now among the things taken upon us and a Tattoo 
also present (the other evidences do not confirm this of the 
Tattoo belonging to the Hajam) fell mto our hands What was 
found upon the Byragy I do not now remember The next 
day we arrived at Baroda ind there found a band of our 
brethem consisting of twenty five men under their leader a 
Brahmin 3nd an inhabitant of Etawah This Brahmin and 
Mandun (prisoners) our Jemadar consulting together, agreed 
that the two bands should unite and act conjointly Wo accord 
ingly left Baroda together and after tra>enlng different parti 
of Guzerat returned to Baroda emp^ handed A day or lo 
after ou return to Baroda Oomrao oingh Jemadar (prisoner) 
Makhun Jemadar (prisoner) and Ruttvram Jemadar with their 
bands arrived and the da> after that the Brahmin with hii band 
set out on his return to tfindoosfan We having hitherto been 
unsuccessful determined to remain some time longer and try 
our fortune m conjunction with the parties lust arrived and 
accordingly joined them Our united hands after this left 
Baroda and having (Stained intelligence from our scouts of 
four travellers with property we went in pursuit of them and 
coming up to them near nn Engluh Cantonment murdered 
them but were much disappointed to find that they were only 
poor stonesnitters without n rupee upon them our scouts having 
been deceived by the bundles of tools which they carried Aftei 



17 


(his we returnea to Baroda where after halting a day or two 
It was determined that we should return to our homes We 
accordingly left Baorda and made a stage of about threq or four 
Coss where a Hadgee met with his fate at our hands Our next 
act was the murder of two Bcsatees After them two men whom 
I heard were Rutbans and at a stage or two from that where the 
Rutbans met their fate we fell in with one or two Palankeen 
bearers with two women and a child all of whom we murdered 
m the Jungle and took their property After this four 
Mussulmans with Mynas fell into our hands and were mur- 
dered It was I think at this stage where we halted a day and 
settled a division of property after which we resumed our route 
and near to Rutlam effected our designs upon five Mahajuns 
who had become the object of them from the last stage or so 
We passed Rutlam few or none of us entering the Town and 
stopped near a village to th? north of it at a Byragy’s place where 
we made a good meal having killed three sheep for the purpose 
Having finished our meal we took the road again without rest- 
ing and halted at a village to the west of Jawrah having to avoid 
that place, struck off the high road On our second stage from 
this we passed a large town (Mundesore) oii the bank of a 
river without stopping after purchasing Atta, Ghee, etc , for our 
meal at the end of the day’s journey and halted at a Baulee 
where there was a large bur tree on the road side and near a 
Village the gate or door of which was of red colour Here a 
traveller a Mussulman, I believe, who I was told was a Telingy 
fell into our hands and was murdered He had a Tattoo which 
we set loose, but besides this I understood that little or nothing 
was found upon him On our journey next morning Jemadar 
Ruttyram with 20 or 30 men was sent in charge of some Tattoos 
laden with plundei to our Country in Hindostan while we pro- 
ceeded by Neemuch and Mewar and that route in order to pick 
up more A few Coss beyond Neemuch four travellers appa- 
rently Poorbies fell into our power and were there murdered 
Of the amount or description of property acquired on this occa- 
sion I aril unable to speak Beyond this two or three stages at 
a Village called Gongar a spirit dealer, who was proceeding I 
heard to Cawnpore, was murdered and stripped of his property 
A few Kuldar rupees were found upon him, and a Hoondee 
which was burnt A small Hooka belonging to him fell into 
my hands and is now in my possession About 12 Coss further 
at the Village of Sanganair where we halted we formed an ac- 
quaintance with four travellers apparently Bunnyahs and though 
we had prevailed upon them to join our company no proper 
opportunitv offered that night for executing our designs upon 
them Our purpose however was effected as they accompanied 
us on the lourney earlv next morning and their clothes and 
property fell into our hands but of what these consisted I am 
Ignorant Our apprehension following a day or two after this 
no further act was committed by us 

Cro'is-exdmincd — ^There may have been other acts of mur- 
der and robberv committed bv the gang in custodv since we 
left our country on the present expedition besides those above 
mentioned I have unreservedly disclosed all of which I have 
any knowledge and according to the recollection I have of them 
The present is the second expedition that has been made by 
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the Phdniygun and od which I have been unco I ioined them 
The first took place mmcdiatoly after the rami preceding the 
lait (after tlic rams of 1826) and proceeded to the Dekhun We 
naiacd througlj Candcith vmted Aunngabad Poonah and 
H>dcrabad and after traversing thoie quarter* returned with 
coniidcrablc plunder acquired by the perpetration of acti iimi 
Idr to thoic committed on the present expedition I can point 
out the Bpot* v.here most of the above mentioned murders were 
tommUted particularly those more recently perpetrated as being 
more fresh In my recollection My connexion with the 
Phaniygun arose from the marriage of my two daughter* with 
Bhliggy and Nupgoo two of the Gang and brother* of Hepra 
one of the Jemadar* Bhoggy wa* one of those who wai 
detached with Ruttyram Nbggoo did not accompany u* but 
remained at home to attend to the cultivation of some land 
I can Identify the person* of the whole of the pnioner* and 
loenk to the Offices which many of them usually perform in the 
Gang also the names by which many of them are known but ai 
It !i frequently the caie that one person utes different names 
individuals may be known to rae by one name and to other* by 
a different one I do not know the proper name of the Brahmin 
leader of the Gang we found at Barr^a on our arrival there but 
as well as I recollect he was gcnerallv called Lala Some of hii 
band remained behind with u* The Mnd I belonged to (hat 
IS Mandan s band is a branch of the Gangs of Oomrao and 
Makhun who are the pnncipal leaders of the Thng* from (be 
Country about Jhaniy Dhuttla Sampter Puphon Pallr and 
othe^ quartert m B«»ndelcund I cannot speak ai to the exact 
number of Thugs wh’ch thev could collect bnt from whst I 
have leen during two year* that I have been a^ociated with 
them 2f)0 i* about the numh<*r that hai proceeded each season 
on nredatnry excursion* The*e have Koar!9f<*d into smaller 
parties and »et out on their excursions at different interval* 
uniting again when thev meet or keeping separate at it may be 
coniidered advisable I arn a Mu salman am about SO year* 
of and b^fo e I loloed the Thugs followed the occuoahon 
of Pieplant Keeoer in the lervice of N nt Jalon*^a]ah In 
Jalonc I lived for manv year* but am a Native of Singy Ram 
poorn Munde'ore i* the pa^e of the large Town we passed 
and without stooping proceeded 4 or S Coss further to a 
large Bur tree and well where a traveller fell Into our hands and 
<va* murder^ I did not at the tirne know the name of the 
Town havinrf never before been in this ouarter but have since 
learnt it Thu murder was the first a' far as I nm aware that 
wa* committed after that of the Mahajun and h ■ atfeodant* to 
the Southward of Rutlam As on the nrctent T belonged on 
the former excursion to Oornrsn i Gang which then left 
Bondelcund a few davs before Makhun let out with his Our 
cfburtfe on that occasion was directed to the DeVhun and we 
arrived in th<Jt quarter before anvtbing considerable fell Into 
our hands On the wav sever 1 act* were perpetrated as well 
on the persons of single travellers as small parties of two or 
three but all yielding (nfllng advantage but in the Dekhun 
information was brought hv our me* of treasure paolng 
through the conntrv on Anrlahi which Induced Oomrao to take 
a ttilect Band of about 30 men and go after it directing the 
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remainder of his gang to remain in the neighbourhood of the 
place where we then were until he re-] 0 ined us I was not 
with Oomrao on tins occasion, but heard from the party when 
he rejoined us that they had made a long and expeditious 
march of about 18 Goss before they came up with the Augnahs 
that after they met them tliey soon succeeded in murdering 
them and possess ng themselves of the Treasure concealed on 
their persons, which turned out to be a very large sum It 
consisted of gold in Bars, Pootlies and Mohurs and amounted 
as well as I remember to about 20 000 Rupees Makhun Jemadar 
was in the same quarter at that time and some of his men were 
present with Oomrao at the -Jeizing of the Treasure but I remem- 
ber there was some quarrelling about the division of it from 
Makhun and his men not being allowed to share in equal 
proportion with Oomrao and his I cannot say that Makhun 
himself was present Mandan Jemadar is only the leader of 
the gang I belong to in conjunction with Heera Jemadar who 
IS properly speaking the principal Heera escaped at the time 
we were apprehended at Dekhola 

* ¥c 

(Sd ) W BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent 

Deposition of Kaimiaj Phansygur submitted to give evidence, 
Caste Lohar, age about 50 years 

I was seized in the Month of Bysak last by a part}’’ of Horse- 
men at the village of Dekola m Mewar along with my com- 
panion? who form the Gang of Phansygurs and Thugs now m con- 
finement, of which Gang I am one The Horsemen when they 
came to us, said they were sent with orders to stop us on informa- 
tion that we had opium and that we must therefore return with 
them to Bheelwarah to be searched Deceived by 'this subter 
fuge* (as we soon found it to be) we readily accompanied them 
to that town without fear or apprehension of any mischance 
befalling us In this, however, we were soon undeceived for 
shortly after our arrival at Bheelwarah the Horsemen openly 
accused us of being Phansygurs saying that Captain Borthwick 
had received positive information to that effect and they had 
in consequence been sent by that Gentleman to take us into cus- 
tody The people of the place had previously joined m aid of 
the Horsemen to prevent our escape and we had nothing for it 
but to submit to our fate Some individuals of the Gang taking 
alarm on the first appearance of the Plorsemen ran off and escap- 
ed but with the exception of them and a party of 25 or 30 who 
were some t me before sent to find their way home with the plun- 
der we had then acquired by a more direct route than the main 
body intended to take the whole of the individuals who for the 
last few months have formed this Gang are now here in confine- 
ment From Bheelwarah we were brought to Jowrah the people 
of the Towns and Villages on the way joining the Horsemen as 
they had done at that place by which means we have been brought 
here in safe custody It is not u'ual with persons of our charac- 
ter when apprehended to make disclosures from intimidation or 


Bhiiwaia 


BhUwara 

Jaora 



20 


BixidJduAnd 

S»mthjr 


SaooJ 


the tippficntion of ic\crttics ind I should never have made con 
fcfnon had such a course been resorted to with me indeed I was 
firmly rctolvcd to keen silent but finding that two or three of 
ni> companions had already told all and had pointed out the 
spots and bodies of ihc different individuals whom we had 
murdered during the last few days pre\Iou8 to our being seized 
I considered it would be \ery foolish in me to abide by such a 
resolution particular!) t\hcn / found I might probably save ray 
life b> a full and true confession while remaining silent would 
not a\ail me or ^n> of m> companions anything 1 therefore 
now come forward to disclose fully and truly all that I know 
regarding the Phansygun and Thugs and what has been done 
by them since the time that 1 have belonged to them at far as my 
knowledge and recollection of deeds and incidents will serve me 
The fact 11 this that the Gang of Phaoivgurs now id custody 
IS composed of men from the Bundclcund quarter Makhun 
Jemadar (Prisoner) and h s pnrty are inhabitants of Sillaree 
I*unliaree in the Pergannah of Simptrc Oomrao Singh Jemadar 
iPriione^ and his party came from the village MslTsitr^ Pur 
gunnah Palir and different villages in that Pergunnah Mandan 
another Jemadar (Prisoner) and his part\ all Muisulmans come 
from the Village Mote and thereabouts m the Jhansi Pergunnah 
My immediate superior Bnkbhan Duffadur also comes from the 
village Mote I am an inhabitant of Muliaitra and for the last 
four years have been on intimate footing with Oomrao Singh 
and his party but it was not until the last year that I actually 
ipmed them and accompanied them on the present excursion 
Previous to setting out upon it Makhun Jemadar and Oirkpal 
Subadar (the leader of another Gang) with their Gangs or parties 
together with Oomrao Singhs parfr assembled at Oomrao s 
residence at MuKaitra and the neighbourhood when Dirkpal and 
Mandan Jemadar with Ihcir Gang fhnt is the Brahmin and Mus- 
sulman Gangs as their parties were usually designated preceded 
Oomrao Singh and Makhun fifteen or twenty days when the 
latter follow^ with theirs To these parties I belonged but more 
properly to that of Oomrao Singh Of their acts and proceed 
ings therefore and all in which th^ have been concerned since 
I nave been associated with them 1 speak from personal know 
ledge Our first stage from Mullaitra was three Cost near to 
Jhansee The next 10 or 12 the third about the same to the Khar 
Ghaut Three stages more brought us to Seronge where on the 
night of our arrival we murdered a traveller who had taken up 
his quarters at the same place that we did namely the Puna 
wankee Baulee The next morning we continued our Journey 
without doing anything The stage following about the middle 
of it we came to a nier where we found four Sepo^ cooking 
their meal whom after making our arrangeraents for the purple 
we murdered and possessed ourselves of their property This 
occupi^ some time and was not effected without dlffiralty 
When the ^poys saw us they seemed to have entertflined lui 
picion of us for having in a humed manner got through their 
meal they quickly commenced their journey and stopped at a 
village n short distance from the nver where our spies folltwed 
them and saw them fairly lodged We halted at another village 
at a short distance from the one they were at and at night sent 
a select party to effect onr object The Sepoys commenced 
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their journey the next morning followed by our party who watch, 
iiig then opportunity when at a distance from any village fell 
upon them and murdered them as they were going along the 
road , one of the Sepoys who must at the moment have perceived 
the design of the partv or from his extraordinary efforts to have 
his life got away a few paces and raised his spear in his defence 
but he was instantly overpowered and murdered also Two 
Thousand rupees was the amount of plunder obtained on this 
occasion The same stage, and as we were resting at no great 
distance from where the Sepoys had just met their fate (having 
come up with the party who had effected that deed) a party of 
four ' Rasdharies jo'ined us We spoke kindly to them promising 
to hear their Ras at our halting place and to give them a rupee 
for their performance, thej were persuaded to accompany and 
take up their quarters at the same place we did, a well known 
Munder and Boulec near to Bhopaul, where at night we murder- 
ed them and plundered them of all they had which was some- 
thing about 40 or 50 rupees 1 here is a fMeerdung among the 
things which vere found in our possession when we were seized 
by the Horsemen which belonged to these Rasdharies After this 
our next stage was to the Pova Nalah a short distance from 
Bhopaul where we made a di\ ision of the plunder which we had 
acquired, and after h.ning settled each person’s share we sent four 
of our comrades to our countrv with what remained surplus to 
our immediate necessities, and settled that thev should rej'oin us 
somewhere in the neighbourhood of Indore The next morning 
about a Coss on our wa> we met a gang of fellow Phansygurs 
returning to Bundelcund from an excursion which they had set 
out two or three months before, they were chiefly Mussalmans 
and between 20 and 25 in number when we met them they were 
following two Puckalies with a Bullock whom they had formed 
designs upon For the sake of friendship and to admit us to 
share in the booty that might be acquired from the Puckalies 
they invited some of our men to join them Accordingly 
Oomrao Singh sent four men with them who rejoined us the third 
or fourth day afterwards bringing with them as our share of the 
plunder a Tuslah or brass pot, a saree and the Bullock all which 
was given over to Oomrao We were now four or five short 
stages to the west of Bhopaul Avhen preparing to leave the village 
we had halted at during the night two Brahmins arrived who 
had come from the Poonah quarter and were going they said 
to Hindoostan F'lndmg by our spies that they had property we 
pretended that we were also going to Hindoostan and prevailed 
upon them to join our company and go along with us They 
accordingly put up with us outside of the village and in the even- 
ing taking the opportunity which then offer [ed] for accomplish- 
ing our purpose we murdered them and took their property, 
the amount of which I cannot exactly state but some gold and 
one or two Hoondees were found upon them, the latter were 
burnt The next morning we left the place and proceeded two 
stages v/ithout acquiring any thing Our third stage was to Rago- 
ghur (in the Dewass Pergunnah) We three took up our 
quarters in a Tope near the Village In the course of the day 
our spies formed an acquaintance with a subadar of Telmgies 
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(lepoy* of the Company s army) who with two lepoys had 
amvcd there and taken up their lodging in the Bazar of the Vil 
Inge Our ipiei lo imposed upon them that they prevailed upop 
them to quit the Batar and encamp along with ui outside In 
the carl) part of the e\cning a part> of our people appomted for 
the purpose fell upon them and murdered them I cannot 
■peak lo the amount of monc> and property found upon them 
but I saw two red Jacket* and two Sepoy * Topie* which belonged 
to them heiidei a Tattoo (ba> colour) now amongst those leixcd 
with u5 and three fell into our hand# The iubadar 

and the two Sepoy* we understood, had come from lome Chawny, 
and were proceeding to Hmdoitan on leave- The Topics and 
the Jacket* were burnt and the Bullocks disposed of some days 
iftcnvardfc iii the Bazar at Dhar A chatta which belonged to the 
iubadar i* amongit the thintfi lei^ed upon u» when we were 
apprehended Hero also ana on the lanfe nijAt on which we 
murdered the iubadar and lepoyt a man of the Kachee* tribe 
who had come from the Cantonment of Mhow and taken up 
hi* quarter* with us wa* murdered and hi* property plundered 
Four Rupee* m money a Thalee and a Lotah wa* found upon 
him The Cope where all thi* was done being we thought too 
near the village wc bad the four murdered bodies conveyed a 
ihort distance about i of a Con and buned The next day 
we proceeded by the Cantonment of Mhow but withouUatoppmg 
there and haltM near a village at a good distance from it the 
name of the place I do not know but remember we msde the 
Town of Dhar in four stage* from Ragoghur There (at Dhar) 
we remained three days waiting for our inends who were absent 
namely the four who were sent from the Powa Nalah to convey 
to our homes the plunder we had then acquired Th«^ after 
an absence of about ^ or 25 days reiomed u* a few stages beyond 
Dhar we having loitered about ana made short stages to admit 
of their overtaking u* Besides them four other* were left 
i^h nd WJfh the Bullocks we took from the iubadar and lepo^ 
who aI*o at the same time joined u* having a* I have already 
uid sold the Bullock* in the Dhar market after we left that 
Town From the time wc left Ragoghur until we reached Dhar 
we had done nothing but after our arrival there a Mussalmon 
who came from Mhow on his way to Baroda was pennaded to 
encamp at the Tope along with os In the evening or shortly 
after night fall he met with hi* fate at our hand* and was buned 
near the spot where he was murdered Having after a halt of 
three day* left Dhar for Baroda we proceeded by ibort ita^cs tin 
til a* I have juit said our absent friend* joined u» after which we 
quicken^ our pace At Bara Hutty a place on our route so 
called we met a Sahookar attended by four Sepoy* with a Tattoo 
and a Bullock on hi* way to Baroda The Jemadars and all our 
people by the most pointed attention and clvdity cultivated the 
Sahookar * acquaintance as well a* that of thii attendant* the 
Sepoys with a view to the succei* of our design* upon them still 
we had to proceed three or four itage* in their company before 
these were earned Into execution At length on opportunity 
offenng he and hi* attendants were murdered and their pro- 
perty plundered The came of the place where thb took place 
I do not remember but the village had two or three Dookan* an d 
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a Btream of water flowed past it We set the Sahookar’s Bullock 
loose in the Jungle reta'ning the Tattoo which was with us until 
we arrived at Jawud (after our apprehension) where it was 
poisoned through the fear that being discovered in our posses- 
sion it might lead to our detection for we understood from the 
Sahookai and his attendants that thev came from Oogien or 
Indore I forget which and it was thought probable that some of 
their friends or relations hearing of our apprehension would 
comte and recognize it From the nlace where the Sahookar and 
the Sepoys were murdered three moderate stages as well as 
I remember brought us to Oodeypore where a Rajah resides 
Here we found a Gentleman who was on his way to Mhow from 
Bombay and not relishing to be seen by him we studiously kept 
out of his Avay The next morning he proceeded on his way 
to Mhow^ accompanied by a number of travellers w’ho had sought 
his protection, and w'e took the road to Baroda At a village 
the fourth or fifth stage beyond Oodeypore we met with Dirkpal 
Brahmin with his gang returning from Baroda They passed 
the night with us and the next morning continued their journey 
homewards and w^e ours tow^ards Baroda We proceeded from 
this very leisurely at the rate of little more than a Coss or two 
dailj^ At Makney w'e halted a bttle distance from the Town 
and it happened that five Telingees (Companv’s Sepoys) from 
Bombay arrived there the same day Our spies seeing them 
brought them after using much deceitful entreaty and many false 
pretences to the spot where wc were In the evening we mur- 
dered them and took their property I am not aware of all the 
more trifling articles of clothes and brass pots that were taken 
but remember that seven small bars of Gold and some rupees 
were found upon them I do not remember the exact number 
of the rupees but altogether it w'as considered a good productive 
jbb, one or two Hoodees were also found uoon them and a 
Tattoo w^hich th'ev had w^as set loose in the Jungle From 
Makney we proceeded in the same manner as w-e had done for 
soifie days previous, slowdv and making short stages, and arrived 
•at Dubhoy About a Coss from this Town w’e met a Mussalman 
ahd Brahmin travelling together w^ho had come from Dhoolia 
Mallygam Our usual artifices were practised upon them with 
"ucceSs They halted for the day at the same place that we did 
find in the evening were murdered and their property plundered 
Tliey had a Tattoo laden with opium, beSide some brass utensils 
and other articles of small value all which fell into our hands 
The 'opium we disposed of at Baroda where we proceeded the 
fiext day for 100 Rupees out of which we had to give the Cotwal 
25 Rupees Ma'hsool on the sale We here found eighteen Phansy- 
'gurs'of the Mussalman Gang with their leaders Mandun Jemadai 
(and Heera’s, the former Prisoner) and Amanoollah (evidence) 
etc , 'who had been with Dirkpal and his party but not satisfied 
with wFat they Fad got remained behind to acquire more and 
ioined us We remained at Baroda three days during which 
Makhun Jemadar (prisoner) purchased different articles, clothes, 
fe'tc , to the amount of about 40 Rupees We afterwards pro- 
ceeded on the Baroach road For the first four or five days fol- 
lowing our departure from Baroda nothing fell to our hands 
We were within 7 Coss of Baroach when the tlav of the Hoolv 
Festival arrived which we celebrated With due festivity making 
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a halt for that purpoie At thu place three travellera two Mu»- 
fiumani and a nvragy panlog the place where we were were 
»educ^ into our power and murdered but I do not now re- 
rnember what amount or detcription of property wai found upon 
them hrom thence we itruck off the Raroach road and pro- 
cceded upon that of Joaau£gur and Dwarkn and leaving the nigh 
wo\ made several stages in the direction of these places without 
falling in Viith an> thing in the course of which several fordable 
wit untcr inlets crossed our path and one of which cost ns 5 
Rupees to be femed over As I have just said four or five stages 
had been performed without anvthin^^ falling into our hands 
when one morning as wc arrived at Pitlawud to which Town we 
had oeen steering our course «ome of our spies who had been 
absent on the look out returned with accounts that they had seen 
four travellers proceeding to Baroda with considerable property 
and thej calculated that tnej would reach Baroda the same night 
from the distance they were when our spies left them On learn 
mg this twenr> five men the stoutest and most active of the Gang 
were selected and s^nt m pursuit of them the rest following as 
they were able and after a long and fatiguing march the deta^ed 
party overtook the objects of tneir pursuit a short distance from 
a cantonment belonging to the English and after accompanying 
them a little wa> fell upon and murdered them as they were 
walking along the road To the great disappointment and 
chagnn of us all no property was found upon them for they 
turned out to be common stoncH:utters and their tools tied up 
in bundles which they carried over their shouiden decerv^ the 
rales into the supposition that they were carrymg treasure 
the Pert da> the principal part of the Gang that was behind join 
ed the party detached on this job when we all took the road for 
Baroda At one of our stages and near where we had stemped 
tor the da> some horse-dealers came with horses and took up 
(heir c^uarters At night we held a consultation to murder them 
and sei*e their property which we were onlv deterred from doing 
(though there were fifteen or sixteen including attendants) by 
the difficulty of disposing of the bodies of so many men in an 
open and frequented country such as it was where we were In 
devising plans to get over this difficulty, so much of the night 
had pass^ that we considered it advisable to forego our designs 
upor this party The same night Thieves came amongst os and 
earned oS clothes and other things from Makhun Jemadar 
fpnioncr) From this we proceeded to Baroda and alter remain 
mg there a ^y or two set out on our return to Hmdostan At 
the distance of about three Cow from Baroda three ^Vellen 
fell into our hands and were murdered I do not remember what 
property was found upon them Our next stage was to within 
n short distance of the Town of Dubhoy where four men Bestaties 
(pedlars) with three Tattoos and their packs of ware*, whom wc 
had overtaken on the road were prevailed upon to take up their 
quarters with us In the evening they were murdered and 
plundered Their wares consisted of vanous articles of tnfling 
value amongst which were a qnantit> of cornelian stonw cut 
into different forms serrotas (beetle nut cutters) coarse scissors 
etc. and m money something about fen or twenty rup^ were 
found upon them At this place also pur spiw brought three 
men to our resting place whom they had enticed to com? and 
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take up their quarters with us — one a Byragy and the other 
two having the appearance of Mussalmans They likewise were 
murdered and their bodies stripped of what was upon them and 
buried The next day we left Dubhoy and met six Palankeen 
Bearers who had been in service at Baroda and were proceeding 
to their countrj^ in Hindostan with them were two women and 
two children in all ten persons We persuaded them to join us 
and they accordingly proceeded along with us At the first stage 
they took up their quarters in an old Temple in the Village by 
which circumstances we were there prevented from effecting our 
purpose upon them on the way the next morning in the jungle 
It was accomplished the whole were murdered and their bodies 
after being stripped of everything were buried a short distance 
from the road On this occasion more previous arrangement was 
thought necessary than was usual where the victims were fewer 
m number and as it was resolved to despatch them on the journey 
while they were walking along in our company , accordingly some 
of the most expert hands at the business were fixed upon to 
despatch them, and a party whose business it was in the Gang 
was sent on before to prepare graves at a convenient spot for 
the bodies A Tattoo and Tattoo mare belonging to them fell 
into our hands, also some base metal was taken off the legs of 
the woman with neck and other silver ornaments of small value, 
besides, other articles were found upon them which I cannot 
specify From thence we proceeded to our ground on the Banks 
of a River, I think the Mhye, and encamped in four separate par- 
ties near to a village called Fettehpore Here it happened that 
four Mussulman travellers from Bombay on their way to Bhopaul 
arrived and halted near one of our parties (that which had its 
place under a Kurny Tree), communication was immediately 
opened with the travellers and an acquaintance soon formed 
which terminated in their being murdered in the evening and 
their property plundered They had five Menahs in a cage and 
four Tattoos which with their clothes and other things we took 
possession of From thence our stage was Odeypore where we 
met a number of hackeries from Mhow laden with opium and 
escorted by Telingies (Company’s sepoys) One of the Telingies 
remarked on seeing us that persons of the same descnption* in 
appearance had been seized at the cantonment this being made 
known amongst us threw us into some apprehension and we took 
up our halting-ground at a retired spot in the lungle near a foun- 
tain of water A party of Horsemen from Baroda with some 
sepoys and a Zenana Meeanaf arrived and took up their quarters 
for the day in the Bazar where the prisoner Makhun Jemadar 
happened to be sitting at the time One of the Horsemen ob- 
serving him rather attentively remarked to one of his com- 
panions standing by him that “the mala (necklace) upon that 
man”, pointing to Makhun appeared to be exactly the same as 
belonged to his Brother This so disconcerted Makhun at the 
time though the Horseman did not follow up his remark by any 
question, that he immediately slipped off and on hearing from 


* A band of strangers was at this time seized at Mhow and examined by 
Mx Wellesley and though there were circumstances of strong suspicion connected 
with them they were released from want of sufficient proof 
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him what had occurred wo were all thrown into luch alarm that 
^l7 the same niftht we started and proceeded many Cott on the 
Jhcbooa road before wc thought it safe to halt We afterward# 
^ntinucd our progrci* and arnred at Jhabooa from whence 
Uomrao and Ruttjram i^amted from Makhun. preceding him 
0 thort distance on the Rutlam road Their ftnt *tage after 
caving Jbabooa wai Pitlawud and Makhun with hu dang was 
in their rear a few Cow The next day th^ quitted Pitlawud 
and Makhun with our port> halted there We took up our 
quarters at a Bawlee outside the Town near which we 
mund a Mahajun with four attendants prepanng their meal 
The Mahajun from his respectable appearance hii dress 
and the ornaments he wore became the object of our 
attention and design but having hastily finished his meal 
he and attendants set out in prosecution of their Journey towards 
Rutlam and we saw nothing more of them but we merwards 
found that they had fallen into the hands of Oomrao and Rut 
tyram From Pitlawud wc proceeded to the vicinity of Rutlam 
encamping a Hft/e distance from the Town We there met some 
of the men of the advanced parties who told ui that they had 
despatched the Mahajun and his attendants a few Coss from 
Rutlam and that they had proved a rich prixe to which Makhun 
replied in a dissatisfied tone that good luck seemed to attend 
where the Mussulmans were From Rotlara we took the Peep- 
lodah road with the view to avoid Jowrah Oorarao also deviate 
a little from the Jawrab road and met ns at Dhodur the stage 
on the high road beyond Jawrah and we afterwards proce^^ 
together On our way hereabouts we were searched once or 
twice for opium but none being found upon us we were allowed 
to proceed without further molestation It was at Dhodnr that 
some slight misunderstanding that subsisted between Oomrao 
and Ruttyram was reconciled and things went on as usual Our 
stage from Dhodur was to a convenient spot where we halted 
for the night We next day passed Munaesor and proceeding 
about four or five Cost further halted near a village under a 
large spreading Bur Tree and where there is a Nagara kept by a 
Fukeer who resides (here A Mussulman traveller here fell into 
our hands and was murdered during the mght In the early jwrt 
of it and buned a little distance from the road on the banks of 
a Nullah The next rooming wc resumed our Journey and hav 
mg proceeded a Coss or so we sat down at a Well where after 
tome consultation it was determined to send Ruttyram with 
twenty oi twenty five men by the most direct route to our Coun 
try with the plunder which we had acquired Ruttyram accord 
inglv here left us and the next rooming we took the Neemuch 
road Oar stage was about a Coss or two on the other side 
(North side) ot the Caotonraeot where we halted a day At this 
place four travellers were enticed by our spies to rest themselves 
at the spot where we were when on opportunity onenng they 
were murdered and their property plundered A stage or two 
beyond this another traveller fell into our hands and was mur 
dered And near the Village of Sanganeer four Bunnyahs were 
murdered Of this last act T was informed by my cornpani^s 
not having been present when if was committrf Nothing for 
thcr occurred until wc arrived at Dekollah where as I have 
already stated we were arrested 
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Cro'^^-cAomtucd — I k'no\v of no other act of murder and 
robbery committed by the Thugs besides those I have stated 
abo\ e 

‘ This IS the first time tiiat I have accompanied the Thugs on 
.my of their prcdator> excursions Brikbhan persuaded me to 
do so i li.ivc frequently heard them since I h.ave been amongst 
them talk of tlie nets committed by them on former excursions 
but can onl> spe.ik of nn own knowledge of those I have above 
detailed M> occup.ition .imong them has been to watch at 
night against (licft and .ilso to keep a look out wdicn murders 
were being perpetrated Old men like myself w^ere generally 
cmplojed m this wa\ , bc>ond fins I ne\cr took any part in the 
commission of the murders 

^ -r 

(Sd ) W BORTHWICK, 

PdlHtcol Agent. 

Deposition of Poorun Phaiisygur or Thug, Caste Loda. Age 
upward of 60 years, inhabitant of Buraicha near to Salany 

My father wcas a cultivator in Buraicha and other villages 
m the neighbourhood w’hich occupation I also follow'ed but join- 
ed the Thugs wdien I was about 30 years of age and have since 
continued to be more or less connected w’lth them I have not 
howceer accompanied them on every excursion they have, since 
that period, made, but on the contrary for intervals of two, three, 
and e-ven six jears remained at home, and earned a subsistence 
ny the cultivation of land In short, I have been upon six pre- 
datory excursions altogether, four under a Leader named Oodey 
Singh since dead, and two (the present and the one preceding 
It) with Makhun Jemadar (prisoner) to whose Gang I belong 
LJuring one of the intervals above mentioned (the last) that 
1 remained at home I was apprehended at Jalon on information 
of being a Thug and was kept some time in confinement, but 
the proof which I brought forward, of having for so many years 
been seen employed in cultivation, was the means of my regain- 
ing my liberty This event however threw me into embarrass- 
ment and to get rid of it, I went to Salany to borrow money 
from Makhun Jemadar, who I knew had generally some at com- 
mand, but he would only agree to relieve my necessities on con- 
dition that I brought my family to Sillany and became one of 
his men to which from the destitute state my family was in, 

I was forced to agree, and accordingly joined his Gang and as 
I have already stated accompanied him on the present and pre- 
ceding excursions Oodey Singh, my former Leader, was beyond 
the prime of life when I joined him He was however an active 
and enterprizmg man , but becoming in due course less fit for 
exertion such as his situation required and his son Roman having 
been seized with other Thugs and thrown into confinement at 
Jubbulpore affected Oodey Singh so much that he completely 
renounced the habit of Thug and shortly after died After this 
I joined Makhun It was before the establishment of tranquillity 
over the country that I served under Oodey §ingh at which time 
our excursions were neither carried to so great a distance as they 
have since been, nor were so lucrative or certain, for in those 
days travellers particularly with much property seldom ventured 
to go from one place to another without being well escorted 
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or in larco parhci and we feared the Pindarics and other raount 
cd phmdcrcri ni much ai other classes did— not connected with 
them According to my engagement with Makhun I joined hit 
Gang and sot out with him on an excursion to the Dekhun about 
three niomhi after I had engaged m>iclf to him His Gang on 
this occasion consisted of about 40 men and set out from BundeJ 
cund in the month of Phagoon Sumbut 1883 (about March 1826) 
proceeding by regular stages crossed the Nfcrbudda at the 
Checpaunoir Ghaut where we felt in with Cbotee Jemadar 
(Brahmin) who joined us with hit Gang which was about the 
same strength os our own We proceeded towards Mallygaon 
and at Jhokur near that cantonment edebmted the Hooly after 
which we returned our progress and reached Mallygaon where 
we struck off by the Nassuck road intending to turn from Naiiuck 
to 1 oonah and Aurungabad After proceeding a Coss or two on 
this road w© met a friend belonging to Oomrao and Ruttyram i 
Gangs a relation of Makhun t who told ui that these two L^ders 
with their Gangs were close at hand on the Poonah road in pur 
suit of some Augriahs with Treasure It was proposed to 
Makhun to send a pfirt\ of his men to join them m order to be 
entitled to a share in the spoil and he thought of going himself 
but recollecting that Oomrao ond he were not on good terms^ he 
sent 25 men with Chotee Jemadar The next day we receiv^ 
a message from them that they had effected the business and 
that they were going on with Oomrao and Ruttyram to Bhooran 
poor where they requested we would meet them We accord 
ingly proceeded to that quarter and found Chotee Jemadar with 
the party at Bhooranpoor Oomrao and Ruttyram having pro- 
ceeded to their homes before we arrived From them w© Jeamt 
that the Au^ahs were attacked and murdered near Jhokur* 
where we had celebrated the Hoolji?' and that no leas a sum than 
tRs 22 OOO was found upon their persons m gold bullion 
mohurs and pootliei, and that as the share of our two gangs 
they had received 6 000 This sum was immediately disposed of 
so lar that Makhun received 2 000 of it lor himself and hu Gang 
and a similar sum was given to Chotee Jemadar for himself ana 
hii Gang These two suras were despatched to our homes 
That sent by Chotee reached in safety but one of Makhun • men 
who went m charge of our share having got drunk at Jansy blab- 
b^ out the secret that he was a Thug and with others was re- 
turning with a large amount of plunder upon which the Sirkar 
there had him and nis comrade* seired and the money taken from 
them The remainder of the prize, namely 2.000 Rupee* was 
retained for the expenses of the two Gangs Alter this disposal 
of the share of the plunder acquired from the Augnahs (which 
was allotted by Oomrao and bis brother Ruttyram to our two 
gangs) we left Bhooranpoor and proceeded to Aurungabad but 
meeting with little or no success wc returned by Dhoolia and 
Bhopaul to Bundclcund and arrived at our different homes before 
the rams set m About four months or so after the termination 
of the rainy season in the bcgmnmg of the month of Mah 
Makhun s gang having been again asscmbledj set out on an cxcur 
Sion towards Guzzerat and were accompanied by Oomrao and 
hi* brother Ruttyram with their gangs 

not certain thst this J* exsctlj tbe mmo of tbe rUlste 

(Sd ) W B. PditKtl Ajent. 

tTbc plimdor of thb taho^* mnHtance fa confirmed by tb« tabotaira. 
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Ihe *u\r>un{ vshUh tJu )v\i(lcnce hen' oi tlie n>iUo tliev nnjnmt 
U>uK u> (lU/.H'j.i? nul iKo {!ni h\ \vhu!» fhtv remrnod tmlil fte 
uui hi' uerv i t d u DcUud i dvo of (ho tlilToroul 

,ut'- of imirder tiuI roid>< rv nunmiKid hi. tlu nriiftd of 

OtJjurio. Ru({\s»n» uid M ikinm on tluir ^\.l\ (o <iu//cr.i{ ind c.nj.trait 
of thon' pcrpttrued hv (lum dfn ilu* mc'>''ion ni B.mich of 
Miitdun’t *’ i(i{( t'Vill 1 '' o5 .dl oilior imuitrH'- nul « irt iiin''(.nHC'« 

(h'.i (ooh ^'hn ^hmn,, (hi' c\iuf'tnn, i,otio'(if>nd' in t\ci\ 
uu|>»'r(in{ pirtuidir uMh tii.u t’oon I'v ilio Lvidtruo K-iimr.ij 
tnd (lilTtr- from it m flu jolhmin" tri\n) |>oin(' onh — 


K “tmi '•j t! ifr f (trrr s’ao 
**01) Of” I'jf isMr Jn, *<' 
nurec r<t I'lC 1 rt (! ’’ 

nsftri (fir K-fhrr 0)1 c «ho 
cot I*" Jfn ' t'lc f* ''n’oti* jrrf of '''))•>! 
rni( {rtcn o;‘ ti »,•) < rro " I’ti 'o u -x 
fjto nofectct! (our iiij rfi o 1 ton ) 

« *11 a’fc orit* I ftc (o ii t' tfj'oo 

hnn 

Kiiri II tiai tio (rootled OI) o' 
mrc' t ( JrmnJ r iniJ tii^ i • )f>< 

or o' ifjc r?»itdff oinJ Hc'h*'rfv ol tlir 
}o jr novftJrrr ri Tln'ri' t>r t*oo on to 
linvr {-it rn ft Cr on t*)-' ocr *i<in 


K ■'•mfel ttnfci ; \l rt \t!I‘)r tlic 
(outiti ot fifitj «n;c 'ic>or)i! Or.dc^porc 
«»c met I) lit) Drifepnl Ilrslmofi v'llh 
hi* (lanf rrjiifncd from Itatodi 


I’oiiTim in 'it’ditiDfi In ijir ( )<-|f of Ifiir 
1 1 n- tiitrd fix K iiini >1 xf ifr« llinl *) I?nx 
co'ii-ir ir; tnu't xx n olio found on jtic 
I'-fuin <>' (!ii Knctirc 1 Incli i« noxx 
imnnj itir it in*** nfcrn </> rtiof foixrx- 

llifO xxiun fci rd ! f)r>.ftr»!i> 


I’onr on tlnto) J i\n **f xij jtr'/Jcxl'cx f>n() 

I)} Of on o If xxnx to lltitoih xx c- met 
too Irinct'ir xnit ()i (>tnj rr iifninf fioin 
’if <] nOff j.nd xxiit) them xxrrc four 
li’xxr'frti on xxl)r»ft llirx find formed 
dr it,t i tx f rmnt rd xxuli I'ndloo ifi it 
<! (\ tifid ’ir trixrJft's 'xeie murdered 
tlie rnrit nij fit ji me liille rnonev xxnx 
found upon fit m <if vxImc)) Ootnno rmd 
\fallnt fcCeixrd x eliarc 

I'oorxin ’ true; Tnc dn\ n/tcr nffivtif Udnijiur 
ii( (1 oodfi Dnitp.d Ifri'n ntid Mendnn 
xxIioJtxd licen trnxtrjinj’ the Gu-cinl 
qti-trlcr iifincd Ifientxl dtij IJril'pnl 
left I (tfoJji for Itiindciciind nnd Ilte'fl 
Tftd Mnndein Inixin/’ fiitlimo t)cen imciic- 
cettfiif rcmiincd xxjifi ifieir Knn/'s nnd 
|Oined tiv 


Kaimmi Jifij no rccolfcction of (Jie 
Mniwn Gang litre mentioned l)> 
Poorun 


Pootiin xtntcs ilini xxlare xxc (lie nnd 
lit* fisio cintest flailed nfitr the murder 
of the eione-ciitlt.rs, xxc met n finn^ of 
1 ftiip* from Mnfxx I consiilintl of nboul 
20 men Tiic> enme *1 o-lfj nftcr xxe 
find tnftcn up oiir jiround nud hcin;! of tlic 
stme cnllmd ns oiirsth’cs nnd pcrsonnfly 
fenoxxn (o tome of ip took up tlicf 
qunriers nlonjl with us. 


After leaving Baroda on their return to Hindoostan fliere 
16 the following difference in the Evidence of Kaimraj and 
Poorun — 


Knnnroj stntcs * Al n distnnee of 
nboul three Coss from Rnrodn three 
trnvellers fell into our finndt and 
were murdered I do not remembe*- 
what property wnt found upon lliero 


Poorun stntcs A I onr sfnjXe nbont three 
Coss from Bnrodo, Mnndun nnd liis Gan^j 
inxciijlcd n Hndjee to loke up his 
quarters with them whom they murdered 
the snmc ni^jhc Tins is the only murder 
ihnt as for a^ I am aware of was perpe- 
trated here 
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further nt their baiting ground at the Town of Dabha after 
coinciding m c\cr> particular m their evidence regarding the 
murder and robbery of the four Bussattic* — 


Pootuo ntiei : tbu plice «lK>oor 

■piei ontfeed two Mauolmuu to oq 
CQCampmenl vbo/^ero Ukewlie norder 
ed. 

Pooftin bat no rrcollectlon of tke 
Byra^^y mentioned by RalmraJ 


Poofiioatatca At Cbetore we fell la 
With UtraTellen Marweriea foorofwboiQ 
were foiof in the dlrcoUoo of Bheelwera 
aod ei|i]l of them look a dlrcctioa to the 
rhfbt of the BhecJwara road Makhtroud 
hb Oanil took la band the four proceeding 
direct to Bbeelwara and mordered them 
nee the rlllala of 8an|anair Oomrao 
accompllihed the aame with the el^bt 
pareona be west and refolood oa at 
Uckhola 

Crots-gvamwed — Such act# ai thote above mentioned being 
of too common occurrence with people of our habiU to make 
much impresaion upon me or any of my anoaates who bad long 
been familiar with them, or to excite a cunotity among oi to 
enquire into the particular arcumitancei attendmg the acquin 
uon of plunder by parties detached from the mam body and 
therefore it cannot be a matter of any lurpnte if some of the 
murdcri and Robberies committed mav have escape my recollec 
tioQ or qf which I have no particular knowledge but I have 
without reierve stated all that my memory serves me to men 
tion with every circumstance attending them I have never 
since I have belonged to the Tfauu known one single instance 
of Robbery committed bv them without the previous destruction 
of life, almost invariably by strangulation This is effected 
either by means of a R6omal or shred of cloth well twisted and 
wetted or merely by the hands though the latter is rarely prac 
tised and only had recourse to from acadental failure m the 
former and usual mode On a preconcerted signal being given 
the victim or victims are instantly over powered and the perpe- 
tration whether by the Roomal or hands only ii a business of 
the moment In perpetrating murder it ii an invariable point 
with the Thugs to avoid spilnng the blood of their victims, but 
if possible to take their lives bv suffocation This point is 
attended to with a view to leave no traces of murder oy which 
suspicion of the deed might be excited in the minds of people 
paumg the spot and detection ensue In the hurry however 
in which It is necessary sometimes to dispose of the bodies the 
holes are frequently not dug to such dimensions as to contain 
them in a whole state particularly when there is a good number 
to be disposed of the bodies arc cut into pieces and closely pack 
cd m them When these holes are near the side of a road which 
IS generally the case and especially when m an open and exposed 
spot after they are filled up with earth, fires arc burnt over 
them in order to remove all appearance of the earth bang newly 


Kalrarn} itotfri After ibis pisec 
glioour ipte* bfoafht ibree men to 
cHirretUnSplscembom ibejr bad entic 
ed to come »nd take up ihelr qaaran 
with ui one a BjroitSJ aodlbe other 
hivlal the appearinee of Mos> 
lalmiDi tbes likav.'Tre wer* mordered 
■od iheir bodies iiripped of wbat was 
apon them *rtd bur ^ 

Kaimral belof qaeitlooed ai toihls 
act of Oomrso I replieail recoDoct 
Oomrao and hii £aoi loins to 
puntiit of elsbt Irarellers nt Cbclore 
out do lot remember bcariac tb# 
reialt 
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turned Murders in the manner I have just described arc with 
equal facility and ccrtaintj of accomplish ijicnt, and as frequently 
perpetrated while the victims are walking along the road as 
when they have been enticed to our places of encampment for 
the purpose and unconcious of what is to befall them are sitting 
amongst us with everj thing carefully and leisurely arranged for 
their destruction These murders are frequently perpetrated 
contiguous to villages where we encamp and have enticed 
strangers to take up their quarters with us, they take place 
generally before the twilight is completely over and night has 
set in, and always while the business is going on, the hand drum 
16 beat and singing commenced to drown any noise that might 
be made by the victims The different persons actually engaged 
cornmence their operations simultaneously, and by signal given 
which of course is preconcerted but at the same time quite arbi- 
trary generally a common course expression is made use of not 
likely to strike the attention of the victims, such as “Tumbakoo 
lao” (bring tobacco) A Koomal or shred of cloth twisted on 
the occasion is the only implement which the Thugs use for 
strangling I have never seen the Phansv or Noose made of cord 
used, though I am well aware of the general supposition that it 
IS by such an implement people are strangled by us, but if such 
an implement had ever been in use of which I have great doubt, 
it has long since been laid aside for the obvious reason that on 
any incidental occasion of being seized it would inevitably lead 
to detection Oomrao, Makhun and all the other Jemadars or 
leaders keep up a direct understanding with the Local authorities 
in Bundelcund in whose limits thev and their followers reside 
and invariably on their return from an excursion conciliate their 
forbearance and favor bv suitable Nuzzeranas Assistance and 
support from English authorities being likewise indispensable, 
these are through artifice also obtained The Jemadars and 
leaders have no direct intercourse themselves in this instance* but 
through the medium of emissaries, who by misrepresentation 
and falsehood frequently contrive to extricate them from the 
difficulties which persons of our habits are constantly liable to be 
involved m A relation of Oomrao’s named Motee and a per- 
son named Lala Hajam an inhabitant of Secundra render 
important services in this way Motee who was formerly a 
practical Thug has discontinyed for some years going on preda- 
tors excursions He first brought himself into notice with the 
Gentlemen by informing against a Gang which in consequence 
was seized and confined at Jubbulpoor where I believe the greater 
part still remains Motee has ever since advanced in the favor 
of the Gentlemen making them suppose that he acts as a check 
upon the Thugs and other plunderers, at least he makes all this 
appear to us to be the case and in consequence exercises great 
influence over us making us pay well for his connivance and the 
good offices he no doubt frequently performs m our behalf 
Oomrao, Ruttyram, Heera, Mandun and their Gangs are those 
for whom he more especially exerts himself to protect and 
assist < 

Lala H'ajam is the patron of Makhun and by means of repre- 
sentations to different persons of his acquaintance m the service 
of the Adalut at Cawnpore he renders great assistance to Makhun 
m getting him through matters of difficulty Makhun when he 
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returned to Bundelcund from the cicunion preceding the pre- 
*cnt one after aiccrlojning the miihap that befell the iharo 
of plunder he sent from Bhoorannoore had at wai usual with 
mm m similar cases recourse to nis patron Lala Hajam Lala 
lost no time in waiting upon his friend Mahdee Moonshee at 
Cawnoorc to whom he represented raatten in such a li^^t that 
the Moonshee wrote himself or had an injunction written by hii 
lupcnori to the Jansj Rojah saying that it having b^n made 
known that he (the Rajah) had seized four traveuen passing 
through hiB boundaries and plundered them of their property 
the persons lo treated being of respectable and inoffensive 
character he was directed to set them at libertv and restore to 
them the property he had taken from them A day or two 
fore the receipt of this letter of injunction the Rajah had released 
Makhun s men having in the first instance made them give him 
an acquittance for the money he had takep from them out now 
thinking that at the matter had come to the knowledge of the 
Cnfihih he would get a bad name with them and also lose the 
monev unless he could prove that the men he had taken it from 
were Thugs and that their true character had been misrepresent 
ed he (the Rajah) sent after them and had them again appre- 
hended I do not know what afterwards became of those men 
of Makhun s or what was the final result of the business Be 
sides Laia Hajam who manages matters in his favor through 
hti acquaintances at the courts and kutchenes at Cawnpore 
Etawah Hummeerpoor Auna and Mynooor Makhun lias a 
great friend and supporter in the Jhansv Vakeel who resides at 
Hummeepoorah named Gunnesh Lall Oomrao may have 
other patrons besides his relation Motee who watches over hii 
interests principnlly at Jubbulpore Makay Sahib at Kytafa is a 
great fnend of Mottee • and it was from him that he obtained 
the hnglish para which Oomrao showed to the Horsemen when 
we were apprehended at Dekola In passing through a country 
so great a number of men together as our Gangs sometimes 
present Is certainly calculated to ezcite suspicion but when this 
happens to be the case we are always prepared with some story 
or explanation to ward it off Few of us carry arms perhaps 
among IS or ^ persons two or three swords may be found but 
not more When Thugs meet though strangers there is some 
thing in their manner that soon <|^v:overs itself to each other 
and to assure the surmise thus excited one exclaims Alee 
Khan which on being rcocated by tho other party a recognition 
of each others habits takes olace but this ii never followed b> 
a disclosure of past acts We do use certain terras to distm 
guitl particular circumstances and events connected with our 
proceedings which are known to ourselves alone viz — 

The persons whose office it Is to itranille the victims arc 
called— Ludda also Bullod 
Those who dig the gra\cs or hole* — I ucka 
Those who carry away the bodies — Gutree Walon 
Scout or spy — ^Tulha 

A traveller on whom designs are formed — Bectoo 
If a Muwulman — Sultan Beeloo 
If a Hind'K) — Bundoo Bectoo 
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A murder committed at the halting place or ground of 
R n CM m p ni en t — Tapa 

A murder committed while the victims are walking along 
tlic load if diiriiif' the dav — Phoolkee 
If during the nights — Rootuh 
The -^pot where the bodiec nrc buried— Kurma 
The spot where the murder is committed — Rale 
A female victim — Eniid 
A child victim — Chiiniote 
A Horse — Poorakna also Pootra 
A Bullock — Liibba 
A Sword — Lumbercc 
Matchlock — Puttakce 
T urban — Akassec 
Dhotce — Kurdhunny 
Diamonds — Kukrva 
Gold — Sirya 

Sliver or Roopce — Pcckv 
Gold Mohurs — Tandya 
A Ring — Pullya 
Pearls — Punnyara 
A knife — Rooky 

The Roomauls with which people are strangled — Phyloo 
also Roomal 
One — Eloo 
Two — Beetrec 
Three — Singoo 
Four — Bhurra 
Five — Puchrao 
Six — Chutroo, &c , &c 

These terms arc known to all persons of similar habits, to 
ourselves as well to the Thugs of the Dakhan, of the Nagpore 
Country, of Malwa, of Kaunthul and Ragor, &c , as those of 
Rundelcund and Gwalior The numbers apply exclusively to 
travellers and arc used to communicate the number that fall into 
the hands of detached partiCvS cn pursuit of them I believe 
there are few countries that do not produce Thugs those I have 
]ust particularized did I know contain them and do so I believe 
at the present moment In the Oomrautec quarter there is a 
Gang called Naseer Khan’s Karoo or Gang a well known Thug 
leader; but whether he is still the leader of it I cannot exactly 
say In Kaunthul and Bagor, Makeema and Dulla were former- 
ly the Thug leaders but who these are at present I do not know 
The names of the leaders of the Malwa Thugs or of those of 
the Nagpore Country I am <gnorant of 

In the division of plunder the Jemadars or principal leaders 
receive 7i per cent besides sharing eaually with the rest of the 
Gang but before any division whatever is made to the leaders or 
their men one of the principal of the former alienates a certain 
part greater or smaller in proportion to the amount acquired 
which IS devoted to Bhowany our tutelar Deity This however 
does not generally apply to Clothes or plunder of that descrip- 
tion indeed it almost entirely refers to money in Gold or silver 
for when it consists of Diamonds or Pearls the leader draws blood 
from his hand and having sprinkled a little of it over them the 
sanction of the Deity to division is thereby considered to be 
obtained without any other alienation But the omission of this 
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ccrcmoQ) or neglecting when »uccctt attends us to propitiate a 
continuance of nhowan^ s fa\or b> la)ing aside a part of our 
acquisitions to be appropriated to her service would we firmly 
conceive bring heavy misfortune upon ui The office of stranglei 
in these gangs is never allowed to be self assumed but ii conicr 
red with the due ceremony after the fitness of the candidate m 
point of firmnesiL bodily strength and activitv has been ascer 
tamed and a sufficient degree of expeftness In the use of the 
Roomal or long shred of cloth used for the purpose of strangling 
has been acquired by long sham practice of the process among 
one another 

When thus qualified the persorf on whom the office Ji to be 
confc red proceeds to the fields conducted by his Gooroo (spin 
tual guide) prcMouslj selected who carries with him the Roomal 
or shred of cloth and anxiously looking out for some favourable 
Omen such at the chirping of certain birds or their flight paif 
the right hand he knots the Roomal at each end the moment that 
either occurs and delivers it to the candidate implonng success 
upon him After this they return and the ceremony is closed by 
a feast or distribution of sweetmeats It is the seniors only who 
confer this office generally old Thugs held in some estimation 
but who from the infirmity of age have ceased to accompany the 
Gangs on their expeditions and who receive their chief support 
from the voluntary contributions of those on whom they nave 
conferred the privilege of using the Roomal 


(Sd ) W BORTHWICK 

Political Agent 


Deposition of Bahader Khan HaviJdar of the 1st C^ompany 
Jawrah Contingent Corps of Infantry age about 35 years 

According to Orders T proceeded with a partv of lopoys and 
three sowars in charge of Amanoola one of the TTiui prisoners 
who was to point out the Bodies of certain Travellers sard to have 
been murdered by the Gang of thugs in confinement at Jawrah 
between Mundesorc and Dckolah on their route to Hindoovtan 
Accordinglv the first spot the pnsoncr pointed out was about 4 
or S Com beyond Miindesore on the Hindoostan road near the 
Village of Tarrode in the Naraingurh District about one-fourth 
of a Cobs from the road where on removing the earth to the 
depth of about 3 feet the body of a man was discover^ It was In 
a state of considerable deenv and the feature of the face were 
noi distinguishable but from all appearance it could not have 
been long interred The Tattoo said to have belonged to the 
murdered person and regarding which T was directed to make 
enaiiiries In the neighbourhood wav brought to me b> the 
Vlllagen of Tarrode who wud thit the\ believed it was left be- 
hind by a kafela of Travellers -^ho had parsed that wav about 
20 da\s before and had stopped under the large Bur tree during 
the night The Prisoner next conducted us to the Village of 
I4awa about 2i or 3 Coss hejond Neemuch to a spot about 4 or 
500 pace# from the side of the rosd and nearly the same distance 
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from the in the mid^vl of clump of Date Trees, where on 

cleannff .iw.tv the Earth four hemic*; were discovered The luur 
on their he.idv was loiiii a/ul the nrahm/nual string was upon two 
of them, .Hid ihoimh the skin w is out pirtially cracked mid dc- 
ca\cd, the leatures of the laces were not verj distinct!} discover- 
able, still b} anv one to whom the\ had been known in life-time 
thev mij 4 ht have iiceii reco;tni/ed hVoni thence we proceeded 
to the I own ot Ciunmar md weie taken b\ the prisoner to a 
place about one fourth of i Covs from the side of the road to an 
Old U ell 111 the middle of i ilii'iip of 'frees m the wall of w'hich 
(which had fallen down) the prisoner lold u.s the body of the 
Irawllei muideied In ilie Gamt at tliai stnjtc was deposited; 
accordingU on rcnioMn;4 a few stones and rubbish it was found 
idle aiiounts of ilie sci/uic of iiie G ing a few days prc\ lous had 
spread O'er the coiintn, and is we proceeded along, tlie purpose 
for winch we were sent beconimg known public curiosit} was 
cwerwsliore e\c'ted, md crowds of the inliahitaiits flocked around 
us to all the pl.tces we rime to, accordingly on our arrival at 
Neemnhura among others a kallah came to the place where w'C 
had taken up our quarters and m the course of Ins visit recog- 
iii/ed m tlic liands oi the I'rnoiier i small llookah winch he had 
a short time before prenuied for his son previous to setting out 
on a journev somewhere, tins proxed to the poor man the first 
fearful forehoding of Ins sad misfortune winch was soon confirm- 
ed, for he followed us to the well the next morning and recog- 
ni/ed in the fc.itures of the hod> dug out of flie well, Ins son 
\Vc afterwards proceeded to Sanganair bc}ond wdneh about half 
a Coss and a few paces from the edge of the road the prisoner 
pointed out a spot wdiere on rcnioxing the Earth four Bodies 
w'erc discovered, lhe\ were \er\ little dct.ixcd .ind their fe.itures 
w'crc still clear and distinct fins was about 3 Goss from 
Dekolafi where the prisoner and Ins associates had been seized 
and lie haxing told us that he had pointed out the Bodies of all 
the 'Daxellers who liad been murdered bv them between Munde- 
sorc and that place, I considered my (Orders executed and re- 
turned According also to m> instructions, I called the Patiels 
and Zemend.irs of the Vill.iges in the vicinity of the different 
spots pointed out by the Prisoners as the scenes of the murders 
to witness the disinterment of the Bodies and took from them 
W“itten statements of what the} saw- (Here the Deponent pro- 
ducts the written statements of the Village Zemindars and 
Patels here alluded to, w^hich are confirmatory of what he states 
in ills deposition regarding the number and appearance of the 
bodies discovered at the different spots respectively ) 

(Sd) VV BORTHWICK, 

Pohttcol Agent 


Deposition of Khowany Khan .Havildar of the Powar Contingent 
Corps of Infantry, age 26 years 

I proceeded according to Orders with a Guard in Charge of 
the Thug prisoner Madary w’ho was to point out the spot where 
his associates a short while before they were seized at Dekolah, 
had murdered a Mahajun and his attendants Accordingly the 
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priioner proceeded to the Southward of Rutlam about 4 Com 
on the Tanola Retlnuad road near the village of Badah and in 
the boundary of that \ilhgc to n tpot on the tide of a Nullah a 
little off the road in the jungle where there wai a large hole 
about 3> feet in depth and of a lomewhat circular form which 
he pointed out ai the spot where the bodies of the Maha]un and 
hig attendant! were interred after bem^ itrangled No ve*ti£ci 
of the bodici remained, the fricndi of the deceased having, I was 
informed at Bardah as well as at Rutlam earned them away after 
they were discovered and disposed of them according to the 
funeral rites of their caste a heap of stones lay at the edge of 
the hole which had served to cover the bodies After the spot 
had thus been pointed out b> the prisoner I sent him back to 
Ratlam and proceeding myself to Bardah waited upon Dhugec, 
the Thakoor of the village who sent a Bhal named Budja who 
had been present at the tirst discovery of the Bodies of the per 
sons muraered to point out to me where he had discovert 
them The Bheci look me to the same spot and pointed out 
the hole shown b) the prisoner at the pbee from which they had 
been disinterred 


(Sd ) W BORTHWICK 

political Agent 

DepoilUon of Bhudja Bheel Inhabitant of the Village Bordah, 
Ratlam District, Age about 40 years 

Some time as well as I can remember in the month of 
Bveak last (April 1828) it was reported one morning in the 
Village that two men had been earned off by Tigers and that 
their mangled bodies were lying a short distance m the jungle 
Thu excited the curiosity of the inhabitants and a crowd of them 
proceeded to the place where the bodies were said to be I went 
among others and saw two bodies which appeared much tom 
by the wild beasts but it was almost immediately observed that 
the bodies must have been dragged from a heap of stone* near 
to them This heap was examined and on removing it three 
other bodies were discovered They had been entirelv stripped 
of clothes but quite fresh and neither lorn nor wounded In any 
part of them All this brought certain circumstances that occur 
red to me ten days before fresh to my recollection, the circUm 
stances were these — I had gone in the morning to the jungle for 
firewood and was returning about niid*day with a cart load 
when near this spot I observed a large Kafela of Travellers some 
sitting near the bank of the Nullah and others standing imme- 
diatdy on observing me two of them came with a cmick pace 
not quite a run but approaching to It and told me that it was 
an rngliih Kafela (Angrairy Kutlo arc the expressions of the 
Evidence) and as the road was narrow (there was Jungle on each 
side) ordcr^ me not to move until it had passed on I accord 
ingl> stood fast and as ihcv did not move off quickly I took the 
Bullocks out of the Cart to relieve them from their load and 
before the whole went on an interval of two Ghumes must have 
elapsed Information was immediately conveyed to Rutlam of 
this discovery of the Bodies some days afterwards accounts hav 
ing been received that the persons murdered were a Mahajun and 
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4 .jticndnnls up<ni him from the Town of Gordn people enme 
Irom Rutl.im .iiul hurni iccordm^i to iK.ific their dcl.ncd re- 
m ini'- I'lic Th.iKoor «;cnt me .iloiij^ aiiIi the ll^^lldar sent by 
Cnpi.iin Borthwuk to point out the hole where the Bodte*: were 
found which I .iceordmgB did 


I 


(Sd ) W BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent 


List of Arlicles found In the po';‘;e5‘;ion of the Thugs 

when apprehended 

•1 Piece‘> ‘'liken ‘^tufT 

1 Remnant ditto Ditto 

2 Choonries (hemdes dress) one red, .ind one of a dark- 

blue colour 
1 Angnc.i Kimkab 
1 Pair of silk paujamas 

5 1 landkerchiefs, s||k, 1 red ami 1 \cllow’ colour 
1 Hindoos! m\ undress night 1'opec 

1 Sola, silk, worn round the loins bv Hindoos when dress- 
ing their meals 

11 I urbands red colour 

12 Ditto, white ditto 

H Doputtchs white 12 and red 6 

6 Handkerchiefs, cotton, 3 white and 3 coloured Rnglish 

manufacture 
9 Dhoties 

1 Remnant b'nglish Chintz 

2 Remnant fine white cloth (cotton) of English manufac- 

ture 

3 Putkchfi 

22 Cotton cloth Angricas 

2 ditto, ditto, ditto padded with cotton 
1 Labada ditto, ditto, ditto 

4 Chudders woollen cloth, 3 reel and 1 Green 

3 Jackets of woollen cloth, 2 French Gray and one red 

The Jackets appear to be Militar\ but are much torn 
and the Buttons taken off 
1 Saddle cloth woollen (Native), 

3 Kumbuls 

]0 Pauj.imas white cotton 

1 Small Satrenjee woollen (for playing at the Game of that 

name) 

3 Sanes, female dress 

2 Webs consisting of 8 Ornies (female dresses) each, colour- 

ed 

1 Tabag copper 
1 Tabelah ditto 
1 Lamp ditto 

3 Amarty ditto 

1 Ink-holder ditto 
9 Thalies Brass 
3 Tabelahs ditto 
'i, 3 Chilnies ditto 
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A Spoons or Saddles brnsi 
J3 Kuffones di»o 
2 Tusslahi Hram 
I Pcflia ditto 

7 Lotai 

4 Butlooees brass 

4 Abkhorai ditto 

5 Tflwai Iron 

1 Small common Goor^urj or Hooka 

5 Curry Combs Iron 

2 Trunk Kcji ditto 

4 Hooks for cutting Grass ditto 

6 Pins for Pickctting Horses ditto 
2 Spoons or Ladles ditto 

2 Spear Blades ditto 

1 Pair fire Tongs 

2 Common Metal Hookah bottoms 

8 Koorpas Iron 
] Axe ditto 

J8 Sxvords 

3 Kuttars 

2 Gooptiei 
I Pistol 

3 Matchloeks 
1 Blunderbuss 
i Ghork> 

] Native Saddle and Bridle 
1 Ditto whip 

3 Fish nets 

1 Meerdung or hand Drum 
8 Female leg and feet ornaments coarse metal 
1 Bag containing a large quantity of comeliani cut m 
different form$ such as necklaces Taweexes Seals 
etc also a number of iJirrotai for cutting beetle nut 
and other similar small ware articles 
1 Small box containing Musk 
J Small chittdry or umbrello 
25 Tattoos 

36 Rupees 4 as of the following ciirrencJcs 
Rupee* 7 — 12 as Gojem 
Rupee* 7 — 8 as Salim Shaee 
Rupees 6 — 8 as Kuldar 
Rupees 14 — 8 as Not known 
85 iS'we chiefly of Malwa Coinage 
1 Gold Necklace 

1 Piece of silver being part of the mounting of a sword 

4 Small bits of Silver 

2 Silver Rings 
1 Gold ditto 

I Pair of nindoostan> shoes woollen cloth embroidered 
(Sd ) \V BORTHWICK 

Politico! Agent 
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Lt^t *)f rtrtickv ffMirul In flu* nf iIk I'Iuii'*; uliich 

hno Incn rcc(v'«M/c<;I h\ ilu’ir (ricn<k is hcUnii'inr the four 
•Musvulunti IroiUci-' U'tumint* t<» Uhop il Init murdered hv the 
Gnnr op their un hetuem Binuh utd (\fnlun, nko list of 
nrtiik''' ret oem/ed i*- Inhui-iup' to hiU) k> l!u frienik r)f llit 
MTli duu u/!«» V tjl’ ht*. tt !•> mufdtrtil In the (kuif' to 

till. Sfuithu trtf *•! I\uihim 

/ ot of ff’i OHjjf:, „< ht to the 

V'f'^v.f/upir) 1 r(o, t'llrr< 

1 I’itti. ;dfouf 2 V iftjs of red uoolliii tioih u<cd .is chudder 
ftr ttntriiu' m (he told ut ilher 

1 Swttrn ((«u^cnlt\) 

1 Sv. or<{ 'I'fhh'irtl 
1 Sn»»r<l Hell md HttiMe 

1 I urh.uid (fi <{ hidoitr) 

2 HuiKihs 

S Ooj'iHtehf- 

2 ( ffimuffn Mill! Ikiohdi Hoiiofus 

2 I rtud. Ke\ * 

] IVulk* 

1 Whip 

I rCTtlNC Sldlllc 

1 White I I.Tiikert hict uiih silh hoitlcr 

2 Iron pins for pichcitintf hor<tcs 
A nun. I Hir<j, -md e.Ti*c 

Li':t oj lrtir/<\ ncounjznl <o hi /ojijt/ij/ji to the Mohajmi 

] Silken Sfd i , 1 piece* of sjlK ckiih to wr.ip round the loins 
of Hindoos wJicn dressiim their mc.ik 
2 M’hitc Dffputt.nlis 
2 '1 II rh ms (red) 

] Hr.isb spoon or l-.uile 


(Sd ) W BORTHWICK. 

PohticaJ Agent 

It mn\ be ncec.s.Try here to ohscrce that the persons who 
c.imc to rccoetni/e .md tl.iiPi the properte of their deceased 
friends were in the first mst.mce required to rnakc out lists ot 
the different .irlulcs of propertc which their friends had about 
them, before lhc\ were .illowcd to sec single article of things 
found m the possession of the 'I hugs, .md in tlie lists which 
thc> accordmgk g.ivc in, .miong many other articles which they 
respectively conl.iined w'cre s|jccificallv mentioned and described 
those enumerated m the above Iwm lists as having been recog- 
nized, 

(Sd ) W BORTHWICK, 

Political Agf^nt 
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GdJuu 


Gujaiit, 


Cujtnt 


PoHtloL 


List of af’ttclcs idoitified by the evidences as belonging to 
Pp^^^^dar Individuals and {taWes oj Travellers muraered by 
the Gangs 

1 Khimkah Augrica 

J HjndooJtanj undrew ai^t topee taken from the perwn 
of the Bjraro or rnkeer murdered hr the Gang at 
the place where they celebrated the Hooly m 
Guzerat 

] Lcbada taken from the Muwulman murdered by the 
Gang of Hecra and Mandun being the lint act of 
murder fhc\ committed after netting out from their 
country 

2 Gooptici one belonged to the above Mumilman and the 

other to the Hadjee murdered at the fiitt ttage from 
Baroda 

1 Blunderhujg belonged to 4 Travellcn murdered at the 
itage of the Gang immediately beyond Neemuch 

3 Piih Ncti belonged to the parr> of Kuhars murdered by 

the Gang bc^veen Gurerat and Malwa 

8 Female ornament* for the legi and feet belonged to the 
women with the above Kuhan 

I Mcerdung or hand Drum belongfedj to the Raidarfe* 
murdered by the Gangs of Oomrao and Makhun in 
their progre** to Guierat 

1 Box of Mutk belonged to the Kachee murdered at 
Raggogurh One of the Evidence* (Madary) how^ 
ever thinks that this muik wai found on the perton 
of the Sahookar murdered near Bara Hutty in the 
progre** of the Gang to Gurerat 

1 Chitterv belonged to the Subadar murdered at Raggo- 
gurh 

The Cornelian Necklaces *eali Taweexe# Sirrotai etc, 
belonged to the Bis»atlie» murdered near Dubhoy 

1 Khimkab Autfnea also belonged to the B ssatties 

1 Pistol also belonged to the above By*attiei 

(Sd ) W BORTHWICK 

Pohlical Agent 


To 


No 908 

GCORGF SWINTON Fsouire 

Clticd Seerctarr to Government 

In the Political Depariment 
Fort William 


Sir 

A Gang of Thugs were apprehended last February by the 
directions and CTertlon* of the (ate Acting Agent and Captain 
‘'Iceman the Pnncipal Awiitont at Jubulnore who ha\e been 
conMcted of having perpetrated no Iw than 22 Murde^ bet 
ween November lS29 and Februan 1830 The scene of their 
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outrages, with the exception of one place, Bahadurpore, was in 
the neighbouring territories of the Scindeahs, and in Bhopal It 
has tlierefore appeared to me, that the case cannot be referred, 
for want of (torn) . . . . 

the Right Honourable the Governor General in Council, the 
details of this dreadful trial 

2nd I have the honor to submit, the following papers in 
the case, noted in the margin — 

I'it — The Persian record of the trial and the English 
correspondence submitted by the Principal Assist- 
ant at Jubbulpore 
2nd — Mv Proceedings in Engl sh 

3rd — A Precis m English of the Evidence, as it applies 
to each individual prisoner 

3rd It IS supposed, on good authority that no less than 400 
Thugs, infested this part of the Countrj*, in the Cold weather 
(torn) 

Stn It will suffice me to state, that one Thug was seized, on 
the Rev ah road, under circumstances, of great suspicion, and the 
Gciiic dispersed foi the time The murders committed at Armur- 
pat ur*, have not, however, yet been satisfactorily investigated, 
and as far as the evidence obtained, have no reference to the 
present prisoners 

6lh A party of Najeebs, and Sawars, were then despatched 
towards the Saugor, and Bhopaul Frontier, to scour the Roads, 
chiefly infested by these miscreants, with spies, and a General 
\\ arrant signed bv the Acting Agent to the Governor General, 
and succeeded in arresting tlic Prisoners from No 1 to No 24 
both included 

7th I am aware that the use of General Warrants, is dis- 
approved of generally b> Government, is bable to great abuse, 
ind to lead to serious oppression It must however be recollect- 
ed, and the fact deser\ es the highest consideration, that the 
hands of these miscreants are raised against mankind, in general, 
of all descriptions, sparing neither Hindoo, nor Mussulman 
The Hindoo Thug murdering a Brehman and a Mussulman 
Phansiya slaying a Syud without compunction, or remorse, they 
assume no particular dress, belong to no caste, cannot be dis- 
tinguished by outward appearance, from other men, possess few 
weapons, are adepts at all sorts of disguise, and descriptions, 
and move about the Country, with great rapidity, constantly 
changing their names and even Caste, and religion, under these 
circumstances, if they are to be brought to justice at all, than 
which nothing can be more desirable or imperative, on our 
Go\ernment, it must be done, by the aid of their confederates, 
and their arrest can only be effected by sudden, and often un- 
foreseen measures-v for the sake of the lives of all the travellers, 
thus miserably endangered, the liberty of the subject must bend 
to a temporary suspension as the lesser evil of the two, and 
therefore though the use of spies and general Warrants, will 
doubtless, occasionally create great evils and much distress to 
individuals it must be submitted to, as the least of the evils 
attending such a depraved state of society, as at present obtains 
in these provinces, and in general throughout the whole conti- 
nent of India 
8 


Government 

V 

Madaree 
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^idencc Agflinit the pnioneri. it I think ample 
I their §uilt II unqueitionable It connite of 
rlctra fhakoordai altas Mahadeo Mahobut 

9th Hcera ^ai with the gang m a menial capacity and wit 
notred no lets than 22 murders and is the Chief Witnen in this 
cate rJjj evidence has been corroborated by many circumitancci 
of great weight carrying conviction of its truth to my mind— 

ht — Ihc free unembarrassed and consutant way tn 
which he gave hii evidence before the Principal 
Aisiitant and myself undergoing a long and mtn 
cate troM examinarion with the greatest collected 
ncis affording a moral certitude that he related 
facts which must have occurred in hit presence 

2nd — The evidence of Thukoordatt altai Mahadeo, 
Mahabut and Moharaj who formed part of a second 
gang but who aided (and) abetted the pnioner* at 
the Bar ou two of the murders committed by them by 
their council advice and evcitual participation m 
the ipoif 

3rd — The depositions of several old pardoned Thugs 
who rccognite the pnioDcri and unanimously 
agree about their parentage mode of life and other 
points, in which false testimony would assuredly 
stumble 

ith — The an’esl of the pnionerk in a gang and their 
mabilit} to give any consistant account of them 
selves 

Stk — The nature of the properly found upon them 
consisting of all kinds of valuables not at all con 
siitant with thetr apparent poverty or mode of life 
particularly two sepoy s regimental coats one appa 
rently of the line and the other of the Artillery or 
Clavnees 

6th — The Turban of the Panee who was murdered at 
Oniaree and which was found on them and recog 
nired bv the deceased • own servant 

7th — The free and unbiaited confession of Shaikh 
Mudaree one of the gang which through proving 
guilt onh on himself yet may be considered as a 
link ro the chain of corroborative evidence, and 
attesting the truth of the Approvers depositions 
and lastly the fact that the bodies or remains of 
them of every murder deposed to by Hurca and 
Thakoordafs nave been subsequently pointed out b) 
them affording a conclusive proof of the fidelity of 
their evidence 

IQth I do not therefore think that I have condemned the 
priwDners, on evidence in the least apocrvphal 

llth The sentences passed on the Pniqners have been fram 
cd on the Priaaolct laid down in the 5th Paragraph of your 
letter to Major Stewart of the 23rd October 1829 viz To the 
leaders and (to) all the Gang proved to have been employed 
in strangling sentence of death has been passed to those 


8th 1 he ( 
satisfiulory at 
four approvers 
and Maharaj 
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emplojed m decoying nnd enticing the victims, to their fate, or 
in aiding to remove and conceal the bodies, sentence of Tran- 
sportation for life, or confinement for a certain terms of year, 
according to the circumstances of each particular case, has been 
adjusted To those who have acted merely as followers of the 
Gang employed, in the performance of menial duties, such as 
Sayecs etc a Minor term of imprisonment has been decreed 

12th All descriptions of the Gang appearing however to 
have participated in the plunder I have not considered it proper, 
to pass a sentence less than 7 years, on any of them nor would 
It be safe, or proper to let loose anv of this gang, without ample 
security 

13th Security, and even deposits of money, are I lament 
to say, but inadequate checks upon these pests of society, as has 
been demonstrated b\ the late trial of Indore, many of those, 
executed there, having furnished ample security before they 
were released from the Husungabad Jail 

14th I beg leave to draw the attention of his Lordship in 
Council to Captain Sleeman’s proposition, relative to the dis- 
trict of Bhelsa, which experience has shown, is the favourite 
field for these monsters, to commit their enormities in 

15th I also annex the correspondence noted below, and 
have no hesitation in stating that in my opinion Beharee Lall is 
a leader of Thugs and will if his career be not timely checked 
under pretence of zeal for his Banking house cause the death of 
hundreds of travellers by the employment of Thugs avowedly 
released from confinement to repay to him the money that they 
had robbed him of — 

From Captain Sleeman, 7th January 1830 To Captain 
Sleeman, 5th February 

From Acting Resident at Indore, 16th March 

From Captain Sleeman, 5lh April — To the Magistrate at 
Hummeerpore, 7th April 

From Acting Resident at Indore, 29th April 

16th Captain Sleeman has commented on the circumstances 
so fully that it would be waste of time for me to add anything 
on the subject I shall therefore conclude with the hope that 
m future no Thugs, arrested by any British functionary will be 
made over to the Chieftains, and foreign authorities, but will 
be proceeded against, according to the rules laid down, in the 
3rd and 4th Paragraphs of your letter of the 23‘rd October 1829 
for His Lordship mav rest assured that all Thugs thus made 
over to foreign Turisdict ons will be made ^ subject of Barter and 
trade and will be set at liberty to levy their ransom upon the 
travellers and way-faring men in all parts of India 

i7th The notes of depositions submitted with this letter 
s\ere taken by me personally in the first instance to aid and guide 
mv judgment, bur eventually for submission to Government as 
T thought they might be considered more valuable than any 
translation of the Persian Doepments 
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18th You will observe that I have sentcjiced the men to be 
hung In chains in the hopes that such an example may deter the 
Ihug community from infesting these provinces in future 

19th The Witneu Hecria having fully disclosed all he knew 
of the transactions of this gang and being a novice m the trade 
I beg to recommend he mav 6c pardoned entirely but Thakoor 
dais alias Mahadeo haMag left oft strangling formerly and again 
taken to it os Muhabut and Mnharaj know and having m my 
opinion fully deposed to the whole of tin, circumstances within 
tneir knowledge I would recommend should be impnioned until 
they individually furnish sccunty for their good conduct for 
life in the sum of 500 Rupees each which secunft shall be ap- 
proved of bv the Agent before ihcir release shari take place, 
should however thev give such evidence as may lead to the 
seizure and condemnation of the gang of Noorkhpn ahas Golab 
hopes might be held out to them of a mitigation of their 
sentences 

20th Finally I beg leave to state that I have spared neither 
time nor labour m the investigation of this momentous case, 
and the trial in the mode best odopted to the comprehension of 
the merits of the case 


Oftke of the A<sirT 

TO THE GOVniNOR GENERAL, 
JUBBULPORE 
The 5th July ISSO 


I have etc 
(Sd ) F C SMITH 
Agent to the Governor GeneraJ 


The Trial of GovERNMEFfi versni Shikh Madaree and others 

FOR MURDER BY STRANGULATION OF 22 MEN BETWEEN NOVKM 
BER 1^ AND Femuaby 3830 


To 

F C SMITH Esquire, 

A>gent to the Governor General 

Setigor and Ihe Nurbudda Territories 


Depart 

aent. 


Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Deroatch 
No 908 of the 5th Ultimo subraUting your proceedings rdativc 
to 3 Gang of Thugs seized under the order of the late Acting 
Agent and by Captain Slecman Principal Assistant at Jubul 
pore and convicted of having perpetrated no le« than 22 Mur 
ders between November 1829 and February last 

2Dd For the reasons stated by you namely that the murders 
having been with the exception of one place wmmitted in the 
adiaccot Temtories <«f the Smdeah and Bhopaul Frontiers could 
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no! for wnnt of rcj^uKir jnri‘;diction he referred lo ihc Judicial 
Uepariuicnt. tiie (JoNcrnor General in Conned :ippro\cs of 
>our hivinit adopted a cour'?c of firoccedintj snnd.ir to that sanc- 
tioned in the cnee of the Ganc of Tliu^ie .inprehended In Captain 
Broth\Mck at Mahidporc last venr and 1 .im now directed to 
communitttc to \ou the orders of llis Lordsh’p in Conned on 
the sentences pronounced h> vou on the several indiMduals who 
hoc been tried and convicted 

-!»<(* 

I OKT 01 William 
fih JSIO 

I ha\c, etc, 

(Sd ) G W SWINTON, 

(r/ii<7 Sccrctarx to Government. 


No. 1866 


'I'o 

H. ’I I’RINSEP, Esquire, 

Secretory to the Governor General 
HI the Pohttcol Deportment 

Head Quarlcr'i 
Sir, 

A short time after ni\ receiving ciiarge of the Agency I 
was informed that a number of persons Iiad been confined in 
the different Jails under charge of Thuggee, ever since 1823 
A I) Without having had any regular trial and without sen- 
tence ha\ing been pa‘:scd on them which information was on 
cnquir> confirmed 

2nd On a perusal of the ease as far as it had been investi- 
gated 1 immediately ordered the whole of the prisoners to be 
sent to the Jubulpore Jail, and directed Captain Sleeman 
whose knowdedge of the Proceedings and Customs of those 
people has been most satisfactorily exhibited of late, to investi- 
gate into the merits, and if sufficient proof should be obtained 
to commit them for trial before me 

3rd The Papers I have now the honour to submit for the 
orders if the Governor General are as follow's — 

Jst — Captain Sleeman’s letter of committal dated the 19th 
October last 

2nd — A Sketch map of the route taken by the Gang 

3rd — My proceedings in Persian 

4thly — My proceedings in English with^ a Precis of the 
Evidence as it applies to each individual prisoner 

4th Gumberia the scene of one transaction wherein 11 
men were strangled by the Gang was at the period m question 
1822/23 in the Territor>' of the Scindeah, and it has therefore 
appeared to’ me that the trial cannot be referred to the Judicial 


Political 


Copy 

Ong5nal 
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UlbegMO. 


Deportment on default of Juriidiction. but muit be diipoted 
of b\ the Political Department of which diitinction was dii. 
tinctly recognized as valid in Mr Swinton t despatch of tht 4th 
August 1830 

5th It appears that id 1822 A D a noted Thug named 
Soorawun with several others escaped from the Mynpore Jad 
Mr H T Owen the officiating Magistrate anxious to recap- 
ture such dangerous and noted convicts took measures for that 

J urpose but unfortunately he selected as hii instrument a 
emadar of the Chuckumagur Thanah a man who unit^ wUh 
the greatest pretences to zeal activity and Humamty the 
deepest duplicity hvpocncy and \illainy Thu man had for 
•e\eral years previous to the t me in question, been in league 
with bands of Thugs, had several times joined m their strangl 
mg excursions ana his position near Scindouse the former 
nursery of Thugs a place so famous in the annals of Thug 
exploits wii admirably suited to favour hii designs deceiving 
his superiors by a show of zeal and by occasionally arresting 
the Thugs obnoxious to his own gang and delivering them up 
to condim punishment he ossumed with tuccesi the character 
of an efficient and energetic Police Officer with the anomalous 
title of Leader of Bands of Thugs and murderers at one and 
at the same time 

6th Th s man with his companions 9 luuree Chupnusee 
and 72 Rae Khan Burkundaie was selected by the omeiating 
Magistrate to arrest Soorawun and others and was despatched 
with a general warrant with orders to proceed through Bundel 
khund and Central India in pursuit of hii Mission 

7th The Jemadar accordiugjjtr assembled bis gang of depen 
dent Thugs and proceeded on his two-fold undertaking from 
the Myoporee district He was lomed by many ThuM on the 
road and after seizing several of the men* who had broken from 
JaiJ St Mynporec he made hjs appearance wjth about 60 Thugs 
at Gumberea near Rahtgur 

8th Eleven men were destroyed by the Gang they then 
proceeded to Rehly where 4 more were strangled They then 
crossed the Nerbudda and k Med a solitary wayfanrig man near 
Adagcmn and thence to a place called Chourcy here their pro- 
gress toward the south ceased 

9th Dhunnee Khan here received intimation from his 
scouts that Soorawun was approaching with a Gang of Thugs 
from the Dukhun under the supreme comniand of Aman 
Soobadar He immediately applied to an Officer on duty there 
with a party of pioneers and obtained a detachment of sepoys 
by whose aid he arrested Soorawan It was however contrary 
to his interciti to take on the guard which was offered to him 
to escort the prisoner to Jubulporc and he therefore returned 
them to the Officer and proceeded with the gang towards 
Chupparah Aman Soobadar fearful of being also arrested by 
the Jemadar who was perfectly aware of his pretensions ana 
character placed himself and hit gang at hii disposal and 
elected him the Mundail of the united gang of Thugs and per 
formed the ceremony of investing him with a turban of chief 
taiDshIp at Chupparah In the presence of the united Gang- 


*Tbef ynn for wnl e d to Mr Owen. 
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lOth. At Chupparnh a Moonshcc returning from Hyderabad 
on his ssas to liindu«:tnn oxortook them, and was easily per- 
suaded to traxel with them hv the pressing recommendations of 
Dhunnee Kltan. the Chuprassie and the scxcral Jemadars of 
riuigs for the sake of ^afet\, and proicction from the danger of 
the identical gang whom he had ‘o ignorantlx and so futileh 
joined, the fame of whose ra'ages were at the time so ripe 
Hill 'the gang with their intended prc\ in \ic\v, arrived 
safelv at the Milage Liuknadown, in the Sconce district, and 
in the s une exining murdered the whole part) l)\ a most 
ss^tcmitic and well-organi/ed pi in of attack On one side w^as 
the town close 1)\, on the other not a hundred jards olT were 
the servants and tents of an Ofiicer, and close by a large conv’oy 
of Magi/ine stores, vet so perfect were the arrangements, that 
not the shehlcst alnm was given, nor the least interruption 
experienced on their undertaking No suspicion of the cha- 
racter, nor of the acts of the gang were apparently entertained 
in am td the persons on the spot Not satislied with the murder 
of the adults, thev ictuallv Iniried alive the Babe of the unfor- 
tumte Moonshec who had been at the Massacre, saved by the 
liumaniiv (lor even these remi^rseless wretches sometimes show 
glimpses of ptfv) of one of the Jemadars, hut who was eventually 
sacniiced is t measure of precaution for the safety of the gang 

I2th riicv then proceeded to the Village of Dhooma in the 
Sconce district Irom whence S men who w’crc journeying 
towards Julnilpore were followed hv a deputation from the 
Gang and murdered The spoil was brought hack and duly 
dividccl and shared among the Gang 

13th I should here observe that the party of Thugs under 
Amnn Singh who joined Dhunnee Khan near Chourev, mur- 
dered 5 travellers one of whom was a Jemadar and Soobadar 
of our regular Irfantrv at Doongurt li on the road between 
Scongc and Nagpoor previous to their junction with Dhiinee 
Khad’s parts 

14th The whole body after a short delay at Dhooma, crossed 
the Nerbudda at Jhansy Ghaut where their long and successful 
course of crime was at length interrupted and finally brought to 
a close 

15th. Kulean an approver and a leader of Thugs, in a for- 
mer case was arrested m 1820 in the v'alley accused of murder 
of a number of travellers at Jhansv Ghaut on the Nerbudda 
Fearful of the conscQuences of the arrest and naturally desirous 
of ingratiating himself into the good graces of Mr Malony the 
former Agent to the Governor General of these territories, at 
whose mercy he justly considered himself to be placed He m 
1822 wrote to his Brother Motee* then in Semdeah’s territories 
b()rdering on Bundelkhund, and Mynporee, directing him to 
join the 1st large gang of Thugs who might intend to proceed 
in the direction of Central India, for the purpose of witnessing 
their acts, and eventually to facilitate their arrest whenever they 
might approach tow'ards Jubbulopre in their expedition By 
chance they joined the present Gang, a most fortunate event and 
the salvation of many hundred lives 
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‘1 ' Motec ai noon as the Gaag croued the Nerbudda has- 

u ^ u °t at hj* mitigation Mr Malony ctuied 

the whole fian§ 115 m number to be arrested at Noonsur with 
a large collection of booty laden on tattoos the fruit of their 
numerous murden Thej were all seized in a body and at the 
same time were brought in priioners to that Gentleman 

17 It was certainly extremely unfortunate thoagb by no 
means extraor'dinary that Dhunnec Khad on producing hii 
warrant and other \ouchers to his identity as a police officer 
so far deceived Mr Malony that although he wrote in the docu 
meat certifying their release from durance that they were 
accuied of being Thugs he set them at large not coniidcnng it 
expedient to detain the police officers of the Mynpoorec 

trate without stronger proof of iheir culpability than he at mat 
time possessed 

18 The gang led by Jemadar immediately marched to 
Patun a few «.oii on the road towards Saugor in a body but as 
a measure of precaution dispatched their Booty on loaded 
tatoos by a different route and sent some men back to the vicl 

Dhunu jjjjy Qf Dfiooma to bury the travellers whom they had but a few 

da>s before murdered and whose dead bodies they bad neglected 
previously to inter 

19th Kulean in despair at such an untoward result of hii 
machinst oni and good intentions prevailed on several of the 
Gang through the instrumentality of his brother to come for 
ward and relate circumstantially the miideedi and cruelties they 
had seen performed by the Gang Mr Malony at leoglh fully 
M*rd» 1823 satisfied ot the character of Thugs caused them to be finally 
arrested at Patun KB in number desirous moreover of securing 
those who had depiarted with the Booty and others who had 
evaded arrest He sent two of the informers Hecra (now 
Htmirpur at Humeerpore Jail) and Deena (now af BhopauJ) with people 
commissioned to ceize them but these inforraen considering the 
trade of Thuggee as the most profitable escaped from the guard 
which accompanied (hem and never returned in the capacity of 
approvers 

20th Mr Malony then judged that sufficient evidence no 
longer existed luffiacnt to convict the gang of the enmet the> 
were accuied of and delayed their trial in consequence soon 
afterwards he proceeded to Saugor and to the great low to the scr 
vice in the course of a short period departed this life 

21it It IS not very clear why the case was subsequently post 
poned till at length it fell Into oblivion The changes of Agents 
and their repeat^ illnesses were most probably the chief causes 

22nd Ample proof to substantiate the guilt of the survivors 
of the gang 72 in number the rest having all died in Jail has 
now been procured and recorded in evidence and many more 
of the Gang would have come forward and would have become 
approvers if I had thought proper or had considered it neces- 
sary for the due administration of Justice to have sanctioned such 
a measure The number of qppro\crt already admitted 1 however 
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judged to be ample, and I felt no inclination to save from the 
dpe punishment of the law more of these wholesale murderers 
than were deemed sufficient for the condemnation of their 
accomplices 

23rd The evidence against the prisoners is I think ample and 
satisfactory and their guilt will I have no doubt be considered 
unquestionable — 

— They were once arrested in a gang 115 in number, 
a second time in a gang of 103 are unable to give 
any satisfactory account of the cause of their being 
assembled in a body, and generally speaking deny 
having travelled together though they could not 
impugn their arrest in a body 

2nd — ^There are no less than eight witnesses who actual- 
ly were present at the atrocities committed by the 
Gang 

3rd — ^The divided interests and deadly animosities of 
the v;itnesses towards each other, warrant the gene- 
ral fidelity and truth of their narrations, they form 
three classes of approvers and have in turns caused 
the arrest of the friends and allies of the others and 
when their testimony is imputing guilt on any indi- 
vidual, I cannot imagine a stronger evidence on 
which to ground a conviction I have for the sake 
of perspecuity marked the classes A, B and C 

Class A — Motee, Anundee, Dulpat and Chutaree — 
bitterly opposed to B 

Class B — Busuntee, Dhun Singh and Daulut — bitterly 
opposed to A 

' Class C — Gungaram — bitterly opposed to both 

4th — ^The free unembarrassed and consistent manner 
m which the approvers have deposed the minuteness 
of their descriptions, and the satisfactoriness of their 
. cross-examinations afford a moral certainty that they 

have related only the facts they actually saw and 

- known to be true 

Sth Some of the property found with the gang has 
,, , been identified as having belonged to the men 

' murdered by the gang 

(In the Doongertal case and some of the Monshee’s pro- 

, , perty ,is recognized by the approvers ) 

6th — Eleven bodies murdered at Lucknadown were 
desmtered by order of Mr Malony, were pointed 
out by the informers and were found to have been 
strangled and buried in the manner at the place they 
‘ ’ ' had perviously deposed to 

' 24th The sentences passed on the Prisoners have been fram- 
ed in the Principles laid down in the Sth Paragraph of Mr 
Swinton’s letter dated the 23rd October 1829, vtz — 

' ]st — On Prisoners proved to be known Thugs, but 
accused by only one Witness of having been a 
' Strangler on this occasion sentence of transportation 

for life 


Burthote. 


9 
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I Full proof of pritonert having itrangled or' Sidtd 

•ind minted therein or having been n Jemadar or 
leader of Thug* lentence of Death 
li'l — On Pmoncn convicted of having been prevent 
With the gang but not actively employed icntencc 
of 7 year* unpnaonment ha» been paitied 
•fih — Pntonerj Boya at the time to be relcaied on accurity 
5th — Superior Miniitenal duties luch ai ^rave digver 
buner of murdered bodies enticing vicnmi and^d 
ing to remo\c bodies — transportation for life 
6tli — Inferior Minittertal duties such as watching — impn 
lonment for 14 >car8 

25th The proposition submitted by Captian Sleeman m the 
Uth Paragraph of his letter for the disposal of the approvers 
on this case is so reasonable and expedient that I venture to 
recommend it for adoption 

26th It may with some show of justice more specious how 
e^er than real be urged that after the lapse of ncarflvl eight 
years smee the prisoners were arrested sentence of death ou^t 
not to be passed or earned into execution on any of them but I 
can by no means assent to the correctness of such an obierva 
tion The crimes the\ arc conMcted of are abhorent to human 
nature they are the sworn natural and irreconaleable enemies 
of mankind united b) the bonds of a depraved religion m 
their compact with each other and ns they show none they 
desene no mere) Mere) to such wretches would be cruelty to 
mankind Their respite from death for so long a period may 
be attributed solely to their good fortune and can form no valid 
plea for present leniencv 

27th Moreover it is absolutely necessary to follow up the 
blows lateh inflicted on this class of people at Indore and at 
Jubulpore and it is requisite to keep up the terror with which 
their comrades and confcdenles at large arc at present inspired 
by demonstrating in the most conclusive manner that no mcrc) 
shall be extended towards men conMCtcd of the horrid crime of 
Thuggee Murder and Robbery 

28th For these reasons I record though with pain and rduc 
tance for I have not been accustomed to preside over tnals of 
such fearful magnitude and deep responsibility my opinion that 
the law should m the case of the present prisoners, be permitted 
to take Its course and that the lentcnccs passed on the prisoden 
should be suffered to be earned into execution 

29th It has been my endeavour and I have taken great pains 
and spared no labour in the task to furnish a concise clear 
intelligible and comprehensive account of this momentous trial 
inihopes that the valuable time of the Governor General may 
be trespaued on as little as possible and I shall be disappointed 
indeed if I have been so unfortunate as to have failed in my 
endeavours or if the pr6cis of the tnal. be pronounced either 
defective or abscurc I may at all events I think assert with con 
fldcncc that I hn\c summed up the cviderKc with irapartiallty and 
with fidelity 
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30th Having tliu'? brought thib case to its legitimate termina- 
tion, the Go\crnor General will naturallj expect from my 
increased e\pcr ente in tlie w.i\s and customs of this atrocious 
class of sa\age murdeiei^ a matured plan for the gradual extir- 
pation of such a scourge U) socieic In truth m> views have 
e\er since 1 took [)ossesMon of nn piesent charge been turned 
to the momentous subject , and I entertain sanguine hopes that 
the course of procedure which T am now about to unfold wnll be 
found adecpiate to the cMgciuv 

31st In m\ letter of the 21st September last to Government, 
1 intim.ited an intention to tins cfTect, and the receipt^ of 
Mr Secrctarc Sw'inton's despatch of the 8th October anticipat- 
ing nn proposil h.is added to nn anxictv to meet the wishes of 
Go\ ernment 

32nd I had been m constant communication wnth Captain 
Sieeman respecting the best means of extirpating a race of men 
CMdenth on the increase of late \ears e\er since T joined the 
Agcnc\ , and nn leisure moments liace been constantly devoted 
to considerations of that nature 1 felt however considerable 
doubt respecting the proper course 1 ought to pursue as I w'as 
well aware of the difiicultc of the undertaking, the many interests 
at stake concenied in upholding these miscreants most of the 
native states of Central India and m Bundelkhund sheltering 
and protecting them either avowedb or tacitlv and I was^ I 
must also confess m some measures deterred from grafipling 
manfully wath the subject b\ personal (but not selfish) considera- 
tions i recollected wath dismax and discouragement, that 
neither hicccss not /cal, nor unbounded devotion to my duty 
could screen me from the successful misrepresentations of men 
interested in defaming me ofiiciai conduct at Merutt, nor from 
the Government I waas also aw’are that I no longer possessed 
the health nor the stamina, nor the elasticity of mind which 
enable me to wathstand and resist wathout shrinking from the 
former assault on mv fame and character and that I no longer 
could with propriety run risks wathout injuring others far more 
dear to me than mvself With these recollections in view His 
Lordship wall 1 trust pardon the demur which took place in 
voluntenng my services in the cause of humanity, and will 
attribute the dela^ which did not exist for any length of time 
to anything rather than deficiencw of zeal for the public service 

33rd Mr Secretary Swinton’s despatch of the 8th October 
last has completely destroved anv remains of indecision on my 
part and wath ’the hope of His Lordship's support and protec- 
tion I shall embark on this arduous duty with all the devotion 
and zeal I can command 

34th Captain Sieeman has authorized me to state that the 
account of the Thugs lateh published in the newspapers copy 
of which was enclosed to me in Mr Swinton’s letter was written 
by him with a view^ to draw^ attention to a subject daily becom- 
ing more interesting, and which in his opinion, would soon if 
not timely checked, equal in atrocitj- and injury to India the 
Pindaree system so happilv put down ^ The plan, which I am 
•about to submit, he has seen and examined and the measures re- 
commended are generally approved by him 
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BondfJkhand, 
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35th Plail for the eventual dettructlon of the auocUfcioiii of 
Thugi which have of Mto infested Central India 

1st— An Officer to be denominated Superintendent of 
Inu^ to be lelMtcd for the special duty of seizing bnnging 
^ j condign punishment the numerous gangs of organiz 

ed Thugs which infest Central India and Bundekhund— his 
warnnti to have force and virtue in all temtones under the 
British Government He should be authorized to follow and 
fliTMt this description of people in independent native tend 
tones in the fieighbourhood appl>ing In the first instance to the 
Agent to the Governor General of the Saugor and the Nerbodda 
tcn^ltones for warrants and furnishing a list of the men pdr 
sued by him to the British Political Agent superintending the 
native state 

2nd — The Officer to commit all persons whom he may 
consider guilty of Thuggee for trial before the Aacnt to the 
Governor General of the Saugor and the Nerbodda territoriea 
without reference to the scene and locality of the outrages who 
should proceed In the investigation of such cases on the pnn 
ciples laid down in Mr Swmton s despatch of the ^rd October 
1S29 to the Resident at Indore The Superintendent on the 1st 
of every month furnish the Agent to the Governor GeneraJ with 
n report of all under confinement with a detailed statement of 
the giounds on which those arrested during the last month have 
been seized 

3rd — The Sopenotendent should immediately on hli 
appointment compile from the records in the Agenev districts 
and the Sudder Office of Agent a nominal list or all persons 
accused of Thuggee with remarks showing the grounds and 
evidence on which such suspicion rests Copies of such liiU 
should be confident alK communionted to all the British Func 
tionanei within the range of the Supenntendent i duties north 
of the Nerbudda 

4th — Specific rewards to be offered by the Supenntend 
cut with the sanction of the Agent to the Governor General 
not exceeding 1*000 Rs for each leader of Thugs proved to 
be of that deicnption b> tnal alrcadj concluded If a higher 
reward be considered nercssary tb© pre\ious sanction of Govern 
raent to be obfoincd Reward^ for the arrest of other Thugs 
and gobd conduct on the part of the Gur ndai to be paid 
according to circumitanrc* hv the Superintendent with the sane 
tion of the Agent to the Governor General on the condlbons 
alrEad> dctailw 

StH — It being ^encrall^ the practice of Thugs to ^avofd 
murdenng in the district in which thc> and their fam ly domi 
die the Magistrates of Mirzaporc Allahabad Futtypoor 
Ctwnpore and Mynnoorce should be desired to comply with 
nil requisitions for (he nn-e^t of suspected penoni made to them 
by the Superintendent Thc^ should likewise examine all such 
persons search for dead bodies at the places pointed oiit by 
the deponents or b> the Supenntendent and m fact should aid 
him in every manner compatible with the Regulations with all 
their power and Influence. 
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6th — A heavy penalty should be inflicted on the heads 
of Villages convicted of harboiinng notorious Thugs within our 
own and native territories, the former by sentence of the 
Superintendent, the latter through the medium of the Political 
Agent The fines to defray the expense of rewards as far as 
they may go and to be remitted to the Superintendent as collect- 
ed and m cases where a rew^ard has been proclaimed for the 
arrest of a Thug leader, the Superintendent should be authoriz- jy b — Funng 
ed to detain h's wnfe and children until he be seized They the Chief leader 
being generally the only ties by whose misfortunes he can be Thugs lat« 
effectually affected, as Thugs are generally Hereditary there 
could be no injustice in claiming the lion’s whelps till the lion ruary 1821 
IS himself disposed of 

7tli — ^To prevent the approvers acting as spies at Saugor 
for the benefit of their friends a particular place should be wall- th^ to*biuId hut 
ed In for the residence of all the approvers and pardoned Thugs to reside m — 21st 
who should be subjected to a sentence of imprisonment for life February 
or leaving the bounds assigned to them wuthout leave 

gtfi — The system of Thuggee having existed for centuries 
and the partial and feeble efforts of the native Chiefs having 
totally failed to suppress the measure, no Thug should under 
any pretence be made over to a native Chieftain for punishment 
experience having satisfactorily sbowm their utter incapacity to 
put them down and expose their corrupt practice of releasing 
Thugs for valuable considerations For the purposes of sup- 
pressing this trade which can only be effected by combined and 
energetic operations the Residents of Hyderabad, Nagpore, 

Indore, and Gwalior, at the commencement of the rams when 
they usually return to their homes, should be directed to cause 
the simultaneous arrest of all knowm and suspected Thugs and 
should be instructed to procure from the Government at which 
they are [mcred'ted] their sanction to all Thugs being brought to 
trial before them The proceedings being submitted to the , 

Supreme Government for final decision the Superintendent of 
Thugs should in conjunction wnth these functionaries adopt the 
same course at the prescribed period as far as it applies to his 
particular situation 

9th —In addition to pecuniary rew^ards small Jagh eers 
burthened with a trifling Obaree or quit-rent might be granted any account 
to persons who may by extraordinary services and good conduct 
be thought wmrthy of such marks of favour and consideration 
Honorary distinctions and titles might also be granted on special 
cases 

Captain Sleeman is undoubtedly m my opinion from Femarfo 
his local knowledge and extensive acquaintance with the habits, 
haunts and customs of the Thugs and Phansigars the most pro- 
per person to be selected for the situation of Superintendent 
The appointment he at present holds at Saugor is admirably 
suited for his head-quarters being situated m a centrical position 
m the vicinity of the scenes of the usual operations of the Gangs 
and wnll form a screen whereby his oeculiar dut>' wnll be masked 
and from which he will be enabled to plan and execute his 
schemes in secreev, and without previous disclosure of his inten- 
tions It would undoubtedly create too much alarm among the 
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fratct'ni^fy of ifrang(er» if it were known thnt a perton was 
selected for the sole purpose of arresting them and I therefore 
think that the Office of Superintendent |houId be add^ to a 
substantive appointment lie fhould be authorized to follow 
and seize these people in e\er> direction north of the Nerbudda 
and whencxer ht niigJit evpenente resistance he should point 
out and make over the accused to the Custody of the 
and head xammindar of the Village in which the accused may be 
found who should be he/d stnctlj responsible for the safe cus- 
lodj of the person thus entrusted to his charge He should also 
immcdiateK opplx to the nearest British Political Agent for sup 
port and aid 


37th The Jives of approver# who mu#t id a certain degree 
more or let# he guilt> of Thuggee should no doubt as a meaiure 
of policj be spired but ihc) never should recover their unres- 
tricted /ibertj for numerous proofs cTist of the utter impo«i 
bilit^ of reclaiming even bo;^* the sons of Thugs from this 
horrid but apparcnfl) irresistable profession like tigers their 
taste of Blood ii lodellabJe and not to bu eradicatwi while life 
exists the case ol Kehrce No 50 ii in point As a boy he bad 
a hand cut off on conviction of belonging to a Thug aisociatiOQ 
he witoened the ^paling exhibition of bii confederatet befog 
blown away from Guos but to far from abandoomg thli dan^ 
ous profetsion he it now in hit old ige condemned to death for 
the same detcnotion of crime he was punished for so severely 
in his jouth Small sppendt and ncfive surveillance should 
form tJie principal of action towards all such as may tenure 
pardons and the s>'stcm wh’ch has so admirably succeeded m 
some of the Regulation Province# of this presidency of giving 
a mere maintenance to tple# and ample reward# on the arrert 
or conviction of offenders thould undoubtedly be adopted at 
the raott Jike/y to itimu}ate to exertion and as aSordhig the 
greatest inducement to active and faithful tervJce# 
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38th To enable the Superintendent to carry mto execution 
the duties now proposed to be entrusted to h m a toomun of 
Najeebs men to be selected on acv'ount of their activity and 
truttworthioett from the whole corps of Nerbudda Naieebt to 
be placed at hit disposal and he should also be authonxed to 
apply when necettarv to the General at Saugor for a few regular 
Sepo>’8 such men would be superior to any other detcriptlon, 
having more at stake to lose by misconduct they would suffer 
no sp> to arrest any person not named m the warrant, would 
not release any once arretted until examined by competent 
authority and would be lets Hkelv to be actuated by bribe# or 
intimidated by threats and with reipect to the employment of 
the latter their teal would abound from the recollection of the 
numerous cororades annuall) murdered bv thetc communltie# 
on their way home on furlough 


39th It would however be necettary to authorize C^tam 
NicoUon to form an additional temporary toomun to his Corps 
which might easily be ■ib orbed on the p e*ent dntx being 
accomplished 
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40(h 1 he dni\ proposed to he entrusted to Cnptaiii Sleeman 

would require tlie de\otion of the greater part of his time 
Provision should therefore he made to enable him to apply 
his mind to tlu« arduoii*- dut\ I would consequently propose 
that he <ihould have an experienced A‘:siv.tant capable of conduct- 
ing pait of the routine duties ol Saugoi assigned to him 
laeuienant Smith i*. ihe onh Junior Assistant m the Agency 
posscsiscd ot experunce, Inii ii would he unjust to relieve him 
from the thaiuc ol ihe Rchh district unless an equivalent equal 
to the nepui ition allowance he would lose by the measure was 
eranted to him Should am ohjcction to such a measure be 
considered to tocr-hilmce the lonlcmplnted advantages bj the 
idoplion of the measvue Messrs Cotes and Sconce might be 
appointed Assist ous ,ii S umor, hut in that ease 1 should be left 
without Assistant uul m ia<e of need shouitl h.ive no means of 
lillinit up m\ icmpor.irv s icanev and the dutv which falls to 
mv lot to trinskt is amph surtuient without the .iddition of 
translations and other inferior duties which m.iv he cquallv as 
well performed h\ .m \sisian( is hv nnself 

-list It IS no doubt ol nie.it importance, that the Superin- 
tendent should lia\c under lus onlers a Police establishment 
read) tti ohe\ his mjmutions, to aid him in his researches and 
1 therefore toncimic that for these rc.isons as well as for those 
alreadv suhinnteci he should remain in charge of district 

-12nd 1 have just rccei\ed a letter from Captain Sleeman, 

cop> of which IS annexed icquesting the aid of fw'O Maps of a 
peculiar construction Prohihh in the event of the Governor 
General accedimr to the pl.m 1 have now have the honour to 
propose His Lordship nn\ direct the Surveyor General to con- 
hrm the indent Dated 18th Nov- 

ember 1830 

43rd As (he I hugs return Irom their Marauding expeditions 
about Ma\ or June it will he requisite in order that a blow may 
be struck next sea on against these associations that the preli- 
minan measures he all concluded previous to that period 


I have, &c , 

(Sd) F C SMITH, 
Agent to the Governor General 


Office of the Agent, to the Governor General, Mmhar 

Camp Myher ’ 

The 19th November 1830. 
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SeonL 

Mtfaipuri, 


RafattguK 


To , 

F C SMITH Esquire, 

Agent to the Governor General tn the 

SauS<h- and Nerbudda Terntories 
Jubbulpore 
Sir, 

I have the honour to forward the Proceedintfi m the cate 
of commonly called the Lucknadown cate of Murders Fwrpetnited 
^ Bhowany and other Thugs lo the year 1823 A D in the 
District of Sconce 

2nd It appears that in the bcgmning of the year 1823 
Soorawun Dhurrum Khan Heera Sing Mohun and other noto- 
rious Thu^ made their escape from the Jail at Mynpooreo. 
Dhunnee Khan Jemadar of the Thannah of Chuckumagur and 
Rae Khan Burkundai and Fsurec Sing Chupratec were order 
ed to go in pursuit of them with such assistants as they might 
be able to procure This Jemadar and the Duroghp of the 
Thannah had been for three years, it is sopposed in league with 
the Thugs and wdhag to avail himself or the opportunity of 
carrying on the r depredations under the present warrant 
Dhunnee Khan collected a Gang of Thugs to go ostensibly in 
search of the fugitives He collected some at Sundousc pro 
ceeded to the Fort of Mvnpooree where he caused the release 
of eight Thui^s T\hom the kiladar under the authority of the 
Jhanse man his Master had seized and confined and made him 
pay him a fine of hfty Rupees on pretence that he had sent these 
eight men in search of the fugitives and incurred a cost to that 
amount in the^r subsistence 


3rd Increasing his Gang of Murderers as he went om he 
proceeded to Pcperiejnn where he was joined by Gubboo lUian 
and his Gang and from Odeypore they- detached Muns* and 
five others towards Esagur in search of Dhrum Khan whom 
they seized and took to Mynpooree where Munia lately seized 
got a reward of fift> Rupees and a Certificate under the protection 
of which he has been since acting Soorjun Aheer Buduloo 
Lodhee Chotee Brahman were with him and when they had 
made over their prisoner they went on their murderous expedi 
tions to the west as will appear hereafter 

4th ' Dhunnee Khan and Gubboo went on to Ghanirpore, 
Kahtgur and Gumberea a place on the high road about five 
Cots east of Rahtgur and fourteen Cost west from Saugor where 
they murdered eleven travellers on their road from Indore to 
&ugor under a large Pipul tree, thence they proceeded to 
Rchly a town between Saugor and the Nerbudda where they 
murdered four travellers wno were strangled by — 


No 

Bhooree dead 

(14) Gunno alias Khoda Buksh present 
(3) Doorgah present son of Ram Sing 
Jhurroo dead ' 
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two hori€B and raised the noise common on such occasions m 
which the calls from the victims were drown^ All were strang 
led but the female infant about eight months old which Gubboo 
Khan who had strangled the Mother with the infant in her arms 
proposed to keep and adopt Grave* were dug near the spot 
and the nine bodies deposited in them when Dhunnee Khan 
and others advised him to murder the child at Soorawun their 
prisoner might suspect their practices and §et them seized He 
threw the infant in upon the bodies of its parents without 
strangling it and filling up the grave buried it alive 

6th The stranglers Burthote were No 15 Bhowanee (son 
of Moloo) now present strangled the Monihee himself. 

Guppoo (died in the Jubbulpore Jail) strangled the woman 
Ghumput now in Jubbulpore 
(37) Ram ouksh ion of Omed present 
(3) Dorgah present, son of Man Sing 
(14) Dunna aluis Knodabuksh present 
Bhugwan died in Jail of Jubbulpore 
Noor Khan died at Huttah 
(45) Purmola present 
Holaiiie absconded 


They were aided by Shundeas or those who hold the hands 
of the victuns 

(42) Purun altos Pormola 
(29) Nujabut now present 
Jhurroo dead 
KhummoU dead 
Husiinooa absconded 
Cbeyn absconded 
(65) Baburrea olw Baburkban 
(47) Peer Buksh oltOs Bukha 
^) Molooa present 
Bactawar dead 
(59) Bahdur Khan present 

A Sword and several other articles of property belonging ic 
the Monihee were found upon the Gang and are now In the 
Mall Khajana but hu fnends have never come to recognize them 
and the most \aluable had been made away with 

The next morning thev came on to Dhooma where they over 
took five men two Manamuddans and 2 Hindoos (Lohart) 
whom Mokhum and others persuaded to march a little after 
midnight as the weather was becoming hot and strangled them 
about four miles distant on the bank ot a Nflla in which they 
buried the bodies They were strangled by Burthotes or 
Stranglen — 

126) Baljoo now present 
Newal present 

Uaulat, one of the approvers 
(16) Okalec alias Kiilee Khan 
BIrla dead 

They were aided by Shumseeas or holders — 

G9) Sheikh Buzeed 
Khoialee absconded 

(14) Gunna alias Khodabukih son of Koseal present 
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(64) Rehman Khan 
Himmut dead 

(65) Babur aha<; Babur Khan present 
(53) Matoo Kalee present 

(42) Dhurum ajtas Purmo^a present 

7th After leaV'n£> Dhconia they are supposed to have mur- 
dered the Brother of Manick Burkundaz ot the Town Police 
Establishment and three men who had been travelling with him, 
as his iacket was found upon one of the Prisoners Rambuksh 
son of Dhunnpaul, and the four u^^fortunate men have never been 
since heard of and the Brother performed the funeral rites over 
the clothes but none of the approvers appears to have been 
engaged in this affair and though thev believe it occurred they 
cannot depose to it 

8th Kullean Sing a notorious leader of Thugs had been 
seized by Mr Malony on crossing the valley of the Nerbudda 
on his return from an expedition to the South together with a 
large potrion of his Gang and his Brother Motee was though 
young a leader in this gang The gang knew that Kulleean 
Sing was in Jubulpore and would be glad of an opportunity of 
procuring his release bv convicting them After cross ng the 
Nerbudda at Tilwara Ghaut about six Miles from Jubulpore 

they avoided the Town and passed on to Noorsiir, but Motee 
had an interview en passant with his brother, and related to him 
all their proceedings He came up to Mr Malony, a party of 
horse and Infantry was sent to Noorsur, and the whole one B a b o o 

hundred and hfteen Th^igs were seized and brought back, 

Dhunee Sing Jemadar and Esuree Sing Chuprassee went up n i now the 

in full dress w’th their belt and warrants to Mr Malonv, 7th Regt , N 

shewed their Soorawan and told so plausible a story that he did Infantry, 
not think himself authorized to detain them and ordered them 
all to be at once released 

9th Thev went off with their Prisoner to Patun of the 
Saugor road, but as a precaution first detached a party of twelve 
on another road with the most valuable part of the property 
Kullean Sing made his brother prevail upon two or three more 
of the party to come forward and promise to point out the 
bodies and went to Mr Malory a second t’me to beg that the 
gang might be again seized and detained till he should bring 
the bodies of the murdered people or ooint them out to my 
Officers, a party consisting of a complete Company of the 
1st Battalion 4th Regiment Native Infantry After this a 
detachment of local horse was again sent after them and they 
were all with exception of the party detached, seized and brought 
back from Patun while another party went and dug up the 
bodies where they were pointed out by Motee, Anunda, Deena 
and Heerah at Lurknadown and Dhooma These peonie offer- Lakhnadon. 
ed to dig up the bodies of the people murdered at the other places Dhuma, 
Doongertal, Rehly, Adagow and Gumbeerea, but Mr Malony 
said that these were quite sufficient for the purpose of evidence, 
and was unwilling to have the remains of the others disturbed 

10th Aman Sing Dhurumnaul, Soorawun, Burhut, Bhugoo, 

Jowahir, Noorkhan and other Thug leaders were on their return 
fiom an expedition to the Duckun via Nagpore and Jubul- 
porc to Bundelkhand their home at Doongertal two or three 
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j^get north of C:intofnneot of the Nagpoor bubildiary Force 
They overtook five men returning from tneir Regimenti to their 
homes Nagpoor — Chumput Tewaree Sepahee Abhemin 

Sing Chutterdharee, Seedul^ hii Cousm ahd another They 
strangled them all five buried their bodies and divided their 
property They were strangled by — 

Jafir Khan lately seized and hung at Jubulpore for the 
Bhilsa affair 

Bcharee. lately teieed and hung at Jubulpore for the 
Bndsa affair 

Odc> Bhan Brahman son of Punchuni absconded 
(25) Mahasook now present 
(34) Dhrum Paul present 

Aided b^ 

Noor Khan dead 
Aman dead 

Odeya lately seized and hung at Jubbulpore id the Bhilsa 
affair 

Pooaa absconded 
Jaloo absconded 

(50) Kasee Ram lately acquitted in the Bhilsa affair 

Advancing on the Jubulpore road they met Dfaunnee Khan 
and his party who seized Soorawan but prevailed upon all 
the others to loin them in murdering and plundenog on their 
way back, and m the subsequent muden at Lucknaoown and 
Dooma all united 

Part of the property found dtoh ihe Prisoner which wii 
taken at Patun was recognii^ ny Sewischae Sepahee and 
Selwant Chobee Subadar as belonging to their relations who left 
them at Nagpore to visit their homes and vrere murdered «t 
Doongertal a red coat a mere, a walking stick a pony. 4 
Chovrars one Thalee a sword 2 Moruts Their depositions 
were taken before the bte Mr Malony accompanying the pro- 
ceedings 

llth When they were taken at Monsur they were one 
hundred and fifteen after the escape of Araon Holasec Penhaud 
Peer Buksh and others and out of these twelve decamped with 
the booty leaving only one hundred and three (when last taken 
at Patun) Peerbuksh one of the fwel\e who went off with the 
booty and Mawzee Rasee Ram and Thakur Dass have been 
since seized and are now present 

12th Of the approvers in the case Baiuntee Dhun Sing 
and Dowlutt were set at large bv Mr Mnddock in the beginning of 
1828 for their services in securing the arrest of some Thngs in 
Bhopal ond were lately reworded for assisting in the arrert of 
the gang dt Bhelsd of which eleven were hung They have been 
under no restraint reiving upon a nardon for the past and they 
moy I believe be relied upon as ha\ing given up all desire to 
return to their former occupation Motee was first to come 
forward and by doing so he hat saved socictv for many vears 
from the depredations of this immense Gang of Murderers for 
not one of them would have been arrcstwl had he not reported 
the proceedings to Mr Mnlony before they had crossed the 
\ alley He was induced to come forward by hii Brother Kulleean 
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vStnir .ind .IS Kullc.in k not implic.itcd in this cmsc he deserves to 
he icw.Trdcd either b> his rele.ise or n don.ition I should 
prefer don.Ttion I think neither he nor his Brother should ever 
n^ain he let cntirclv loose upon Society, for they would most 
.issuredls return to the s.imi puisuits, .md te.nch others to fol- 
low them, md I know thes h.ne rel.itions and friends rendv to 
rcecoe them ns le.iders, 1 \enture to stmi^est th.if thev and a 
th’rel hrothci of theirs (Ihtwns.i rem.iin under surveillance at 
1 Somt Rupees per Month e.ach and on a penalty of imprison- 
ment for life if then desert 'I'hc dre.idful conscciuence of em- 
plosinti these people in siiu.itions of .lulhorits and trust is suffi- 
eienth cMuced .n those proceedintts ,ind T should not recom- 
mend them for .iin specific eniplo\ nienl, Anunda oripnally 
tame forward md pointed out the bodies at Lucknaaowm 
Gunf^a Ram was instrumental in sci7intr the Rhilsa Gangs and 
In their usefulness ha\c icciuired cl.iirns to .i pardon Ghitma 
and Dulput who wore both lioss at the lime of the Murders and 
look no actisc p.'rt'- 1 hes Innc neither power nor influence 

and to Ic.ive them unpimi'.hcd would tend to dcstrov the confi- 
(ience on each other th if is the bond of fhcir union, and source 
of their strength, I 'crftirc to sniftrest that tlicv remain upon 
tlircc Sonal Rupees a Month each without irons under the same 
pcnaltc if thev alncond, and the s mic for Busuntce, Dhun 
Sing and Dow bit 'I'hcw v ill all rema n and he able and wnlling 
to make thcm«el\es evtremch u eful in <^ei/ing other Thugs, in 
order to augment their allowances hv occasional donations for 
sen ices 

13th nccin md flccriii tv o men v ho absconded base been 
taken up for subsequent Murders committed out of these terri- 
tories, and the fornioi i^ contmed m Bhoixil and the latter m the 
Hummccrporc Jail 

OFFtCr Of TffL 
R A . A G G 

« 

I have, &c 

(Sd ) W H SI.RRMAN, 
Political Ai^cnt to the Actwff Governor General 

ItIDBULPORF 
I9ih October 1830 


* r ^ 

The Evidence of Motee an approver 

After beinsf duly w'arned, stated on oath as follo\vs — ^Your jubbuipore 
information bv which the Prisoners were arrested at Noonsur Division Suppl 
and then at Patun Was wnth Bhowany Jemadar, Dhunnee menta^ 

Khan’s Gang joined wntb them m the Jhansee Country bv direc- ^ ^ 
tions of his Brother Kullean Witness who w'as then m the Jub- 
bulpore Jail In the Jhansee Thuggee in 1820 [and] who direct- 
ed him to act as a spy till they came to this part of the Country 
when they might be arrested Dhunnee Khan started ostensibly jhans! 
fo w’atch Soorawmn, w'ho had escaped from the Jail but really 



cxp^ition found nt firit 40 Thugs under Baiuntee 
(15) and Kumoolec Jemadart at Peepureca 
Uubboo Khan with 18 men joined m seven dav« we reached 
Gunbere»c»« Gunhcrea about 60 Thug* in all about a gunihot outward of 
that Vtliajjc under a Pepnl tree we halted 11 traveller* from 
Mhow joined ut near Ruhtghur and put up under the tree 
Gunherca is on the T\c*t *ide of the Nellah and in Ruht^ur 
which was then in Scindea s juri*diction About 7 in the even 
ing in Maugh nearh eight vear* ago this took place 
they were all strangled Dhunnee Khan with E**urrec Chaupratiie 
jnd Rae (72) Klian Burkuodaze was absent at Saugor to show hi* 
warrant* to Chaptain Hardy Knows not who killed them and 
cannot desenbe the Burthote* and Sumshchai beaiuic he wa* 
in Gunheerea One Rupee wa* thared by each the Burthote* got 
4 annas extra and the Sumthehahe* two annai the shares were 
diitnbuted m his presence Cajee (45) Runjeeta (dead). Moolooa 
(52) received 4 anna* each extra wa* not present when the 2 
anna* were given know* this becauic there wa* only one mvan 
ably rule in the distnbution The men were bunM under the 
tree know* not who buneo them . knows for the «har nfi of plun 
der and share* that they had been killed kne^ they would be kill 
ifllV ^ Asked wh> he did not mention this case of murder to Mr 

*ma Malone repitet that he raeotioncd tt to him The case mention 

It SemoT*. former deposition of Senierea should have been written 

Rehlycwft. Gumherea did not *ay 17 men killed In two day* reached Reihy 
and halted at a Tope Bhowany (15) and Kumolee (dead) enticed 
four travellers from the Bazar to their quarter* and about half 
past 7 o clock at night the> were strangled was present when 
thev were k fled, Juroo (dead) tfrangleo ore man. ordered bj 
Bahadur Khan Bhoora itrangled the second aided by Rehmut 
Khan *(63) Doorga (3) strangled the third aided by fBahadur 
Khan (64) the fourth wa* killed b> Khodabux (14) alias Goona 
aided by Bucktora those who held hands buried them Bhugwan 
(57) Hecra (21) watched C*»urce (9i Chupranie was afio watch 
iQg, Dhunnee Khan and Rae Khan (72) were in the Bazar they 
both got five Rupee* each and the Chupranie also five They 
were all aware of the intention to murder these traveller* a* It 
wa* fir*t settled by the whole gang in their oresence Bhowanj 
Jemadar took a tattoo from the spo I in addition to hii share* 

It was a huq Jcmadarec the third da> after we reached Kerpanee 
Ghaut on the Nerbidda and oroMing reached Adagaon the third 
day between Adagaon and Chapara a Bromun was murdered 
about three (joii from the former on the high road b> Futteh 
Khan (30) a/105 Hattoo aided b> Moo^ec (45) Himmut (dead) 
Moolooa and the two murderer* carried the bod> to a Nullah 
nnd hid it under stone* The gang were some before wme 
Th« ether nh behind on the alert Essuree Choprasie wa* cIo»e at hand 
^ Myi they were fjhunnce Khan and Rae Khan t72) were behind but could not 
,ec the murder *a^ no share then made but what wai then 
taken was added to the I ucknadown spoil and divided E»»urec 
Chapranie took the one-cyed chestnut Pony We then went to 
Chuppurn thence to Chour% then sent two spies to ascertain 
where Soorawun wa* thev returned and Informed that he with 


•Dulput Bflhador Khm. 

fDulput wyi Rehmut one of them hire confounded the t»o ntmei. 
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Anian Soobadar with 40 Thugs were coming Dhunnee Khan chhappara 
got a guard from a Pioneer Officer there and seized Soorawun, 
but took Aman Singh and his gang with him returned to 
Chuppurjh where they made Dhunnee Khan Mundul and tied 
a Pugree on his head Essuree Chuprassie, and Rae Khan were Hyderabad 
both present at the ceremony which was performed m the pre- 
sence of the whole gang A Moonshee from Hydrabad with 8 
Sepojs, 1 woman and a little child arrived at the time, Essuree 
Chuprrassee, went full dressed and persuaded him to go with 
the gang for safety and the> all proceeded together to Luckna- 
down, the Chuprassie keeping close to the Moonshee The 
Moonshee and his people put up at a Tope and the gang all 
round about him In the evening they were murdered 
first Noorkhan (dead), with Sadee ^ Khan went to play Lakhnadon 
the Seetar and sung to the Moonshee Then Kumuooleal (dead) 
and Bhowany (15), Jemadar went to his place There Guppoo 
Khan stationed the Burthotes and Shumsheohas The Moonshee 
seeing such crowd got up to escape, but Bhowany strangled him 
aided by Bucktowur (46) Then Guppoo Khan strangled the 
woman but \\as not aided [as far asj [that] witness saw by Lucknadown 
anybody Chumput (5) strangled a man aided by Keree (50), 

Rambut (37) strangled the second but does not know who aided 
him, Gunno (14) strangled the third aided by Nejabut (29), 

■Doorgah (31) strangled (he fourth aided by "Heera (now in Hum- 
meerpoor lail, Hoolassee strangled the fifth, aided by Daolaree 
(15), Purum (42) strangled the sixth aided by^ Berthan (48), 

Kummolee strangled the sixth a ded by Babur Khan (64), Noor 
Khan (dead) killed the eighth aided by Moolooa (52), Guppoo 
Khan saved the child at first but afraid of Soorawun threw it 
alive into the grave Mungul (51), Pertaub (53), Gusrurea, 

Anunda (10), Heeral in Hummeerpore and the Sumshehas 
buried the bodies but svitness did not see the burial Bhugwan 
(57) Motee Gunnea, Essuree Chuprassie watched and Basuntee 
gave the word for murder (Jinnee) 2 Rs were shared by each 
and 4 annas and 2 annas extra given to the active members, 

Dhunnee Khan, Essuree (9) Chunrassie and^ Rae Khan (72) 

-eceived 5 Rs each Essuree Chuprassie got the Moonshee’s 
watch and one Gold Mohur was kept in a mount by Bhowany 
which was at last [ ] Dhunnee Khan At Dhooma a Hoondee 
of 12,000 Rs was found, one horse and two tattoos were obtain- 
ed, Hoolassee not present got the horse, Noor Khan one and Dhuma 
Bhowany (15) and Kumoolee (not present) got the third between 
them Dhunnee Khan was at the Thannah but the Jemadars 
went and consulted him and obtained his consent Rae Khan 
(72) was present at the consultation and heard what was said, 

, Bhowany (15), Guppoo Khan (dead), Kumoleea (dead), Aman 
Soobadar (dead), Noor Khan (dead), Khoman (1), Dhrumpal, and 
Basuntee (Witness) Jemadars were those who consulted, Dhunee 
Khan when they came to consult, Rai Khan left another man in Dhuma 
charge of the Prisoner Bhowany (15), Jemadar got the Dhuma case 
Monfehee’s sword and was found on him This is the 
sword We then proceeded to Dhooma and put up at the Bazar, 
saw five travelleis, Mohun (dead) brought them to the quarters 
of the gang, 11 men were fixed upon by the Jemadars to kill 
, them Mokhum was placed at the head They all ^’•'^ceeded 

*See Dulput’s depositions at in the Sumsheohas 
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8 K* e*ch 


LakhnsdoD 


Political Depart 


tbout 21 cois and wire itranfiled at the bottom of the pass ot 
noon witneii remained behind The aanic Jemadars at before 
named select^ in the preaence of Dhunnee Khan and Ewuree 
OhuproBiee Rae Khan (72) was with hit pnioner but was inform 
^ of the projected expeditioni bv Dhunnee Khan Mokum Kalee 
Khan (strangler) Doulut (10) (strangler) ITuljoo (26) (itranglcr) 
Birjec (dead) strangler MoTooa 
(52) bhaikh boorawun (Bilaw or pointed out the proper ipot for 
murden) were selected I recollect The others I forgot One 
Rupee wfli shared by each individual Dhunnee got the Gold 
Mohur of the Kfoonshec which had been detained and a brait 
plate Rae Khan (^) got a Gold Mohur for him and Etsurec 
Chuprasiec from Dhooma we went to Peperea and then witneti 
left and came to Mr Malon> and ga\c information Saith (not 
prelent) had the Kodalee of Bhowany Jbmadar Heera (21) had 
the standard of Kumoole s gang and the standard bearers he 
knows not witness pointed out the dead bodies at Lucknadown 
taking Anunda (11) with Police Officers and II bodies were 
found n two graves Mr Malony ordered oniv the grave in one 
case to be opened 


(Sd ) F C SMITH 
Agent to the Governor General 


To 

FRANCIS GARVIN SMITH Esquire 

Agent to the GovemOr General 
Saugor and Nerbudda Territories 


Sir 

Your despatch to the Secretary to the Governor General 
dated 19th November 18^ relative to the trial of certain Thun 
(74 in number) having been transmitted by order of the Right 
Honorable the Governor General to the Vice Pretidcnl In 
Council I am now directed to communicate to you the final 
orders and dedslon of His Honor m Oiuncil on the several 
cases and to disirc that they be earned mto execution accord- 
in^y 


2nd The sentence of capital punishment proposed by you to 
be passed on the several pruoners (27 in number) whose names 
are shown below is confirmed — 


(1) Khoman (4) Deokce (5) Churaput (9) Essurce Chup 
rassie, (l4) Khoda Bulcih alias Joona (1^ Bhowanj 
lit, (19) Shaik Baxeed (25) Maha Sing, (26) Bulioo 
(29) Niiabot Khnn (31) Doofga 2nd (34) Dhrum 
pal, (37) Rambut 2nd, (3S) Shaik Soora^n 
i39) Futteh Khon oltas Huttoo (40) Ncwul 
42) Prum Lodhee alias Bermolea (45) Mouzec 
(46) Peerfaox aUaf Bukhta (^) Blrkbhan. (49) Kasec 

' ' .-ft, 1^1 /M, /ert 


ram (^) Khne (Sj 

(58) Bahadur Khan, (63) Rehmul 
habur Khan Total— 27 


hioolooa (SSi Dooiaree 
Khan, and (64) 
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3rd You have recommended that the nine persons whose 
names are here stated below, should be sentenced to imprison- 
ment, in transportation for life with stripes The sentence pro- 
posed by you, with the remission of the stripes, is confirmed, and 
you will be pleased to 'take the necessary measures for -transmit- 
ting the parties in question under safe custody to the Magistrate 
of tlie Suburbs of Calcutta [by] whom they will be kept in 
confinement, until an opportunity shall offer for their transporta- 
tion beyond sea — 

(11) Essuree Aheer, (12) Runnoo, (16) Khallee Khan, 
(44) Sawae Khan, (47) Mohun, (53) Pertaub Gura- 
reeah, (59) Sadee Khan, (67) Raheem Khan and 
(72) Kaee Khan Total — 9 

4th Sentence of imprisonment in transportation for life, but 
without stripes is also passed on the individuals nine in number 
whose names are inserted below These individuals are to be 
sent to the Presidency as above directed — 

(51) Mungul, (54) Mo tee Gurareeah, (2) Kunnoy 1st , (6) 
Odeybhan (7) Hurbhan, (17) Bhowanee 2nd, 
son of Kheree, (27) Golaub Khan, (33) Peer Mahomed 
and (65) Assalut Khan Total — 9 

5th All the prisoners, who are sentenced to transportation, 
are to be branded on the forehead or on the back, with the word 
“Thug” marked by the process of the Godna in the Hindee and 
Persian characters, but the word Mushoor (notorious) proposed 
by you, may be omitted, as being superfluous 

6th The Vice President m Council being of opinion that 
unless should there be special grounds for investigation of punish- 
ment, every adult person who may be convicted of being a Thug 
by profession and shall have been apprehended in company with 
notorious Thugs, by whom murders have been committed, more 
particularly such as may have been present, though not proved 
to have been personally assisting at the perpetration of such 
murders should be sentenced to imprisonment in transportation 
for life 

7th On this principal the three Prisoners named below upon 
whom you have proposed to pass sentence of 14 years imprison- 
ment in fetters, with stripes and hard labour are to be transported 
for life, the corporal punishment being remitted These several 
individuals although their office was that of watchmen, have 
nevertheless been fully proved to be notorious Thugs to have 
belonged to the gang of murderers apprehended , and to have 
been present at the murders committed — 

(21) Heera, (41) Godhun and (43) Nasir Total — 3 

8th So also in regard to the three prisoners named below 
for whom you have proposed seven year imprisonment, these 
persons having been proved to be notorious Thugs and to have 
been present at several murders though there is no proof of their 
having actually assisted as principles in the perpetration of those 
crimes, are considered to be fit objects of punishment by trans- 
portatios for life More particularly the prisoner Sadoolah, 
II 
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whom tile Busuntce depo^cis wa* the person who threw 

the infant child alive into the grave of it* murdered parent* at 
Lucknadown but in these cnFc* also the cejitence of corporal 
punishment ii remitted — 

(18) Sadoollah (23) Rambut Ist and (32) Rajaram 

9th The five prisoner* named below are proved to be Thug* 
by profetsion and were arre*ted in company with noted Thug* 
hut are not proved lo have been with the gang when the mur 
der* were committed They ore thereJfore ordered to be de- 
tained in cuitody till they furnish the lecunty requu'ed by 
you — 

(69) Omed, 170) Nehal (71) Muniokh (73) Chotah and 
(74) Urroon Total — 5 

10th The 15 Prisoner* whose name* are inserted below are 
stated to have been bo>* at the t me they were apprehended 
1822/23 their several ages however are not mentioned and they 
are all proved to be hereditary Thugs whose father* moitly be- 
long to the Gang They have likewiie all been in the gang on 
their expeditions and have been present at the several murders 
committed — 

(3) Doorga lit (8) Joomun Khan (10) Kunboy 2od, *on 
of Faiza, (l3) Jungee (20) Manoollah Hussmg 
R^e (24) Peer Khan (28) Huuun KJian (30) Shere 
Khan (35) Mohan (dead) (36) Nawun lit ion of 
Mohun (57) Bhugwan (60) Gulab (61) Cheie and 
(62) Aman Total— 15 

lltb It 1 * not probable that any of the 15 youths last named 
will have the mean* of furnishing the security required and as 
they have now probably attained the age of maturity they could 
not be released (practised and hardened as they are in cnffic* 
and unaccustomed a* they are. to anj honc*t occupation) with 
out the risk of their immediately returning to their former habits 
Before any final order* therefore are pa*»M on these young delln 
quents the Vice Pre»idcnt in Council de*ire* that you will re- 
port their several age* — also whether any of them ore capable 
of giving the required recunty likewise what occupation they 
propose to follow m the event of their rclea*©. and where they 
would reside On all the above points they should be interro- 
gated separately apart from each other and the names of pjace* 
of abode of those whom they mg> name oi connections and 
friends should alio carefully be noted down for future reference 
jf necessary 

I2th The approver* named below are to be released uncon 
dltionally — 

(66) Thakoordass and (63) Mahadco Total — 2 

and Captain Sleeman i» to be anthorized to receive into service, 
the several approvers also named below as proposed by that 
(Dfficcr namely under surveillance, at Salaries of four and three 
rupee* subject to the penalty of imprisonment for life if they 
abscond [and] arc again apprehended — 2. 
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l)cpiHi« lit) 


I' c. sMnn. Esok . 

of tlu (fOtcrnor (jCurrol 
til lilt Souvor and Ntrhuddo Territories 


SiH, 


1 tim djjectcd to ncknf)U'lcdj^c the receipt of jour letter, 
dnted the 25th Ultimo^ Irunsniiftinf* copy of one from Captain 
Siceman with i li*;! of Thut^s .it Inrce in March 1 i*;t, .ind In reply 
to state, tint it does not .ippeir to (.ill for any particular orders 
from the Governor Gcncr.il, the needful information having been 
communicated by \ou to the Magistrates ind other officers con- 
cerned 

2 The .icknowlcdgements of the Government arc due to 
Captain Sleeman for the pains with which the matter has been 
uivcstig.iled and the scver.il issociations traced bv his exertions 
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l*olitic*l Deptrt 
raeot 


Gwtliof 


, i* Preiumed you will have aent a duplicafe 6i your 

deapatch under acknowledgement to the Preaidency for the Infor 
mation of the Vice Preiiaeul in ^uncil 

I have the honour to be, 

Sm 

Your most obedient servant 


Semul 

14th May 1831 


H T PRINSEP 

Secretary to the Governor General 


To 


(Copy) 


Major SOW 

Resident at Guoltor 


Sm 

With reference to (he Despatch from your Assistant to the 
dddre*! of the Secretao to the Uovemor General dated the 19th 
Ultimo, and to Mr Pnntep s letter to you dated the 7th Initaiit, 
I am directed to convey to you the folIoTnng orders of the 
Honourable the Vice President m Council with respect to the 
disposal of the several Thugs on whose cases Captain Dyke bad 
held proceedings 

2 The Vice President in Council concurring with the 
Go\ernor General in opinion that there is ample ground to con 
elude that the two pnsoners Dngpal and Ramchund are profes 
tional Thugs of such desperate character that it would be unsafe 
to release them has rcsoUed that thev shall be transmitted to 
Agra to be kept in conhnement until Go\emment shall be satis 

that thev may be released without danger to the communlt> 

3 You will accordingly be pleased to send the two Pri 
soners above mentioned under safe cuitodv to the Judge of Agra 
who will be instructed to keep them in close confinement 

4 With respect to the other Pnsoners sclted on the appllca 
non of Captain Dyke to the Guallor Durbar, the Vice President 
in Council is pleased to direct that the Women and Boys be 
released, and the rest be sent to Captain Sleeman af Saugor to 
be confronted with the witnesses at his command when if not 
recognized as professional Thugs they are also to be reJeated 
otherwise procccdf^^^ will of course he instituted by Captain 
Slcemnn to bring them to lonMCtion 

The Boy Matadecn is to be detained at Gualior to be 
disposed of as the result of Mr We11eslr> s further enquiries 
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may lead to the discovery of his parentage Mr Wellesley will 
be instructed to correspond with you on this subject 

I have, &c , 

(Sd ) GEO SWINTON, 
Chief Secretary to Government 

Fort William 
25th March 1831 


To 


(Copy) 

H T PRINSRP, Esqr , 

SecTetaiy to the Governor General 


Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated the 21st Ultimo, and to report for the information of the 
Right Hon’ble the Governor General the measures adopted by 
me to promote the apprehension of the Sirdar Thugs harboured 
by the Khyrooa Jagheerdars and to prevent the recurrence of 
similar criminality on the part of the petty chiefs and their 
feudatories under this Agency 

2nd On the 27th of November last the Soobadar of Jhansi 
was requested to call on the Thakoor of Khyrooa to answer to 
the charge of having harboured those miscreants and facilitating 
their escape His best exertions were desired to effect their 
apprehension, and he was instructed if the Thakoor's explana- 
tion was unsatisfactory to punish them On the 6th of February 
the Soobadar was informed that as no intimation of his having 
complied with request had been received from Jhansi, I expected 
he would immediately attack the Jageer if the Sirdar Thugs had 
not m the interim been seized and delivered up by the Thakoors 
On the 1st instant the Vakeel of Jhansi communicated to me' that 
a force was proceeding against Khyrooa, on which I despatched 
a Horseman to Jhansi to request the Soobadar to send the 
Jagheerdars to me, and as that Jagheer is situated amongst ravines 
and near the frontier of the Gualior, Dutteah and Oorcha States, 
all the native officers on the border of Jhansi were desired to 
co-operate with the Jhansi force 


I have, &c , 

(Sd) M AINSLIE, 
Acting Governor General 

A G G G 's Office, 

Bundelcund Humeerpoor 
6th Match 1831 


Gwalior Dat 
Orehha 


BundclLhand 

Hnmirpur 
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C««Dpore. 


To 


Sir 


F C SMITH, CSQR 

Agent to thg G(K^rnor G^nerol 

Saugor and Nefhudda Territories 


1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated the 9lh InBt^nt. forwarding Copy of one from Captain 
Sleeman with lU enclosure and m reply to state that the 
Governor General cannot contemplate that the depi^ation* and 
outrages of the Thum will come to the pasi to require that 
British Officers traveling for their own convenience general/y 
with numerous servanta should require to be furnished with 
Escorts more especially if the meoiures in progress to suppress 
this system of robbery and murder are attended with the desir^ 
success 

2 The case of the European stated to have been murdered 
with all his servantB between Banda and the Chihtara Ghaut 
even supposing the facts to be correctly rt-ported by the Sirdar 
Fenngheea would not warrant anj measures of the description 
recommended but His Lordship trusts that you have furnished 
the Magistrates of Banda and C^wopoor with full statements of 
the particulars m order to enable them to use their utmost 'ezer 
tioni to ascertain the facts and verify on the contrary the iccount 
given by Feriogheea of this murder 

I have the honour to be 

Sm 

Your most obedient servant 
' H T PRINSEP 

Secretory to the Govemor^Gcncral 


Camp Meeritt 
The 25th February IS3I 


To 

F C SMITH Esor 

Agent to the Governor General 

SttUgOT and Nerhndda Tenitories 


Sir 

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor 
General to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
20th Ultimo with Its enclosures on the subject of the further 
measures adopted b> Captain Sleeman for the apprehension of o 
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p.irtv of Thugs of whose proceedings he has received informa- 
Uon nnd mentioning the capture of Feringheea a notorious 
Sirdar whom he proposed to make instrumental to further 
discoveries with other matters 

2 The points on which His Lordship’s orders appear to be 
requiicd are the following -- 

F/rsf/v — In respect to the opposition experienced from the 
holder of Khyrooa stated to be a dependent of Jhansi 
(and b\ Captain Sleeman called the Dutteah Chief) 
which occasioned a failure of the plan for the appre- 
hension of the gang, laid upon information of un- 
doubted correctness 

Secondly — In respect to the further pursuit of the Gang 
by a small partv of Nujeebs stated to be under orders 
to follow them towards the unsettled Country of 
Jypoor and Runtumbhoor 

Thirdly — In respect to the measures adopted towards 
Feringheea, the Leader, whose person has been 
secured through the exertions of Captain Sleeman 
. and the Party of Nujeebs sent to apprehend him 

3 On the first point. His Lordship presumes, that you have 
not failed to address Mr Ainslie in order to procure that the 
Khyrooa Jageerdar should be called to account for his want of 
co-operation in the attempt to break up these gangs of Thug 
Murderers A Copy of such parts of your letter and of its 
enclosure as relates to the misconduct of this Jageerdar will be 
sent to that Officer with an intimation that the Governor 
General will consider any Chief or servant, or dependent of a 
Chief who may be convicted of knowingly harbouring or 
encouraging murderers of this class to be offenders against the 
tranquillitv and peace of the Country, and liable to be proceeded 
against with the utmost severity Mr Ainslie in conducting the 
inquiry into the complaint preferred against the Khyrooa Jageer- 
dar, and to, take every possible means of giving publicity to the 
determination of the Governor General m this respect 

4 With respect to the second point noticed above, the 
Governor General doubts the expediency of sending small 
detachments into parts so disturbed as the Country of Jypoor is 
at present represented to be, more especially, as the Durbar, 
cannot in the present state of things either give eflfectual protec- 
tion to the party, or be held responsible for any resistence or 
ill-treatment they might experience In undisturbed Countries 
the only point to be considered is, that the party shall be strong 
enough to overpower any resistance of the gang The principle 
Captain Sleeman will of course act upon, being that the Officers 
and Authority of the Local Government or Chief, will be avail- 
able in aid of the laudable purposes in view 

5 On the third point, vtz , the course to be pursued to- 
wards Feringheea who has been apprehended and is now held 
in Jail , but who has been encouraged to give information by the 


Datia 


Jaipur Ranthani' 
bhor 


Jaipur 
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hope of procunng n pardon The Governor General • having 
«iven hii attentive consideration to the circumitancci stated m 
relation to this great Cnminal feels sorne reluctance in sanction 
mg hiB receiving a pardon on anv terms more especially as hi* 
previous employment on the public service under Sir David 
Ochterlony and the testimonials he is said to have received from 
that distinguished public officer give a colour to his after-enmes 
particularly revolting The profession of Thu^ee would not 
seem to have been taken up by him from necessity or from any 
difficulty in procuring a respectable livelihood but upon a 
deliberate calculation of the distinction and uealth attaching to 
the situation of leader 

6 Nevertheless as it would seem that hopes of conditional 
pardon have already been held out to Fenn^eea and as from 
his intelligence and position in respect to tne bands of Thugs 
still at large, much benefit can be derived from the information 
he has it in ms power to give and more particularly from a coo 
viction that his public treachery will be a means of breeding 
distrust and so breaking up the associations m eiistence Hii 
Lordship has been induced to confirm the pardon proposed to 
be granted conditionally to this man You will accordingly 
direct Captain Slecman to give effect to the proposition sul^ 
muted b) him for availing himseU of his information 

7 Fennghcea* must however not be led to expect that he 
will ever be released from confinement and the pardon to be 
offered to hira must as proposed extend only to the specific 
offences of which he may make full confession naming his accom 
plices 

8 The authority given by you for the iraraediate distnhu 
tion of the reward advertised for the capture of this leader of 
Thugs and the manneT of distribution ordered by you that It 
without deduction for the contingent expense* of the detachment 
nre approved and sanctioned 


T have the honour to be 
Sir 

Your most obedient servant 
H T PRINSCr 

Secretary to the Govcmor^cnerai 


Camp Gujrowu 
The 2Ut February 
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hihhulpore Dtviswn Supplementary Records C. F No 1 of 1832, 

Thuggy Department 


To 


No. 532-PoIiticaI 


GEORGE SWINTON, Esquire, 

CJnef Secretary to Government, 

Fort William 

Camp Butty cgttnga, the 25th March 1832, 

(Commissioner's report was formerly forwarded and a copy 

now annexed ) 

Sir, 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
under date the 12th instant, and in reply to state for the in- 
formation of the Honourable the Vice President in Council that 
the report promised in the 4th paragraph of my dispatch of the 
13th July 1831^* was submitted to Mr Secretary Prinsep on the 
16th Decembci‘ 1831 duplicate of which was forwarded on the 19th 
of that month to you I now annex a copy in case the report 
has been mislaid in your office. 


2 The Honourable the Vice President m Council will 
observe on the arrival of the 26 trials of Trugs about to be 
dispatched for his sanctions and orders that a great and succuss- 
ful blow has been struck at the confederacy of Thugs combined 
for the murder and plunder of all travellers found defenceless 
on the high roads of India and scenes of horror such as have 
seldom been described before have been brought to light and 
substantiated by evidence the most conclusive and undeniable 

3 But as fhe evil would be increased by a cessation Captain 
Sleeman has been retained — But to stop the prosecution of the 
measures hitherto adopted and still in progress for the destruc- 
tion of these gangs of murderers would bring back the evils with 
redoubled violence and would enable the Thugs to prosecute 
their horrid avocation with additional security arising from the 
knowledge they have acquired by woeful experience of the tactics 
adopted to defeat them It became therefore absolutely neces- 
sary to retain the invaluable services of Captain Sleeman on this 
duty at Saugor 

4 A deputation allowance as a compensation for his labours 
submitted for approval — ^The duty thus entrusted to him is one 
of great trust requiring much judgment, considerable knowledge 
of the native character and disposition, and exceeding labours 
Saugor IS also a very unhealthy place in comparison with his 
proper station and his expenses at Jubulpore — in addition to 
the discomfort of being absent from his home are much increased 
It would, therefore, I humbly submit be but an act of justice 
and it would not more than place him on an equality with his 
former allowances at Jubulpore, to allow him' _ a deputation 
allowance of 500 rupees per mensem for such period he may be' 
engaged in arresting the gangs of Thugs still at large m India 
North of the Nerbudda 

12 
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5 Two teaoni are still required for the work alter which 
extra expenses mil not bo required— It will require two seajoni 
to carry the object of Government into succeisful execution 
the lapte of that period a watchful eye over the remnant 
of the fraternity at large wiH still be requisite to prevent their 
resuscitation but I hope and trust the State will not be put to 
any extra expense from that time 

BmdUhccnedr 6 Having nearly cleared Bundelkhund and Central India we 

are about to pursue and to bnng to justice the Thugs who reside 
in the Dooab and I propose in a few days to transmit to you 
0 list of them known to be practising war fare against mankind 
m our Western provinces I only hope our interference will not 
give umbrage to the magistrates of these provinces but on the 
contrary that we shall meet with their cordial support and 
assistance I return Captain Slecman s Deputation bill 

I have etc 
(Sd ) F C SMITH 
Agent to Governor General 

Answered 16th April 1S32 


To 


No 794«PoI!tical 

W H MACNAGHTEN EsOR 

Secretary to Governor General 

StmJah 

Jupulpore the 24th Apr-d 1S32 


Ajmci. 

Bfaccxtpat 




Doab. 


sm 

I have the honour to submit for the information of His 
Lordship copy of a letter addressed to me by Captain Sleeraan 
under aate I5th April 1832 with several Functionaries named 
below — 

1 letter to Political Agent Kotah 

2 letters to Political Agent Ajmeer 
•2 letters to Political Agent Bhurlpore 
1 letter to Magistrate Agra 


2 I trust our detachments will prove successful m the s«rch 
but thc> met with so much resistance last jear particularly in 
the Jcypoor Tcmtoriei (hat I apprehend we may fail unless 
Hli Lordship will be pleased to grant us his protection and 
countenance by a direct reference to the Political authorities in 
that part of the country 


3 I have now by me a bst of the Thugs at laffic m tlm 
Dooab amounting to 464 men copies have been distributed 
among the magistrates and applications made for this aid and 
I have also a list of the Thugs at large south of the Nerbudda in 
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number 150 but as I shall probably have to propose a plan for 
His Lordship’s sanction to secure their arrest, I shall defer 
troubling you on the Subject until I receive replies from the 
Residents of Nagpore and Hyderabad to which the plan has been 
sent for their observations 


Answered 15th May 1832 


I have, etc , 

(Sd ) F C SMITH, 
Agent to Governor-General 


To 


No 853-PoIiticaI Thuggee 

G SWINTON, Esquire, 

Chief Secretary to Government, 

Political Department, 

Fort William 


Government versus Bahadui Khan and 20 others 
Crime — Thuggee 

Jubtilpore, the 3rd May 1832 

Sir, I 

1 have the honour to submit the second or Bheelpoor and 
Makunnee Thug trial noted above with the sentences passed on 
all the prisoners for the confirmation of Government 

2 For the preliminary observations respecting the evidence 
and an account of the approvers permit me to refer you to my 
letter in the first trial, dated the 26th April, with this addition, 
first, that all the Thugs are proved to have followed the profes- 
sion up to the day of arrest unless otherwise specified, and 
second, that it is my intention in my general report to submit 
the treatment I consider the appro\ers deserve in future If 
you will, therefore, bring these rernarks before Government with 
each successive trial I shall feel obliged as it will spare the neces- 
sity of constant repetitions 

3 This gang has been conMcted of having perpetrated the 
murder of 25 individuals between December 1830 and March 1831 
and of the robbery of their propertv valued at 2,000 rupees 
A portion of the gang originally united with the gang on the first 
trial and after proceeding with them as far as liee<5anuggar they 
parted compnn> From Beesnmiggar the\ tra\elled in ‘search of 
prey all the wa\ to Baroda but without ‘-uccess The\ con‘;e- 
quentlv determined to return On their arrnal at Bheclpore thev 
murdered five induidinL They then appeared to h.nc ascend- 
ed the Milwa Ghauts and to ha\c reached as far as Saiawulporc 
where the% fell in wnth I al Khan Jamadar and a part> of 
Thug*; and tlic\ retraced their ‘^tep'; towards Gu7er.'t with him 
At Shalijelianporc thc\ murdered tw'o men A portion of the 


* nppro\cr in this case 


Nagpur. 


Gujarat 

Shahjahanpur. 
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gang then diverged to Rungnode where they itrangled one man 
and overtook the gang below the Ghaut* at Chotee Odeypore 
where the fourth caie of murder of tWo men wa» perpetrated 
They then without meeting with further tuccet* reachw ^roda 
where they itayed a few day* and then returned toward* Malwah 
At Bheelporc where they itayed two day* they *Iew at two mter^ 
val* eight people of conaiderable retpectabihty one being a 
Par*i writer and other* sepo^ of the Company * army The 
gang then proceeded to Malrannce where they itrangled seven 
persons including Dhoukul Singh Soobadar of irregular infantry 
with hi* lervant* The gang then dispersed and returned home- 
ward* 

4 The name* of several of the persons slam have been 
obtained The bodies of 12 person* have been pomted out part 
of the property stolen ha* been produced m Court Altogether 
the evidence against the prisoner* appear* of a most condmive 
nature and I therefore beg to recommend that the sentence* may 
be confirmed 


1 have etc. 

(Sd ) F C SMITH 
Agent to the Governor General 

N B — Boy* and Thug* not proved to have been present at 
any particular mnrder have been sentenced to imprisoninent for 
life or for sneh penod a* it may be deemed fit to release them 
on •ecunty 


To 


No 888-PoUtical Thuggee 

G SWINTON Esquire, 

Chief Secrealry to Government in the 
Political Departincnt 
Fort WiJUom 


Jubulpore the 8th May 1832 
Sir, 

1 have the honour to lubmlt the trial noted below for the 
order* of Govemraent — 

Fourth or Akola Tnal — Government vcnni Munnecrara 
and 73 other prisoner* Crime — Murder by 

Thuggee 

2 The case appear* very voluminous but the bulk ha* 
been occasioned more bv the number of prisoner* tned than 
by the voluminoui nature of the evidence The tcntcnce* are 
however 1 trust to dearly drawn up that Hi* Honor the Vice 
President In Council will not be put to much trouble or Inconvc* 
Dicnce ID passing his order* on the pmonert 
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3 I consider this to be one of the best proved cases of the 
many well substantiated Thug Trials held by me at Saugor 
There being no less than four confessions besides the evidence 
of approvers and ample circumstantial evidence to prove the 
guilt of the prisoners 

4 It IS proved in evidence that an immense gang of Thugs 
acknowledged by the confessing prisoners fo have e'^ceeded 300 
Thugs assembled under various leaders at Dhar in Malwah situate 
at the top of the Ghauts between Mhow in Malwah and Baroda 
in Gazerat They there fell in with Soobadar Lalsingh who was 
travelling from Hindoostan towards Baroda in search of service 
with his wife and child, a handmaid and seven men servants 
Dirgpal and Ajeebee, the former a Soobadar, the latter a Jema- 
dar of .Thugs persuaded this unfortunate man that they had a 
brother at Baroda high in office with the Guicwar and that if he 
would join their party they would obtain for him a situation on 
his arrival He listened to their advice and for five or six days 
he marched in their company entertaining them the whole time 
at his expense When thej’^ arrived at Akola the desired oppor- 
tunity presented itnelf and the whole of these confiding men 
Were strangled with the exception of the little child, who was 
preserved by Luchee (deceased) brother to Dirgpal Soobadar and 
who was ultimately found in his house 

5 The child, a red and yellow saree [gold-lace], a saddle 
cloth and a Toshuk which belonged to the murdered party have 
been produced in Court and identified to have been their pro- 
perty" and the boy who is with Captain Sleeman at Saugor still 
(and has always) retains the name of Girdharee given to- him by 
his unfortunate parents 

6 In your letter of the 2Sth March 1831, you informed me 
that some prisoners would be transmitted to me from Gwalior 
against whom no certain proof could be obtained either there or 
at Indore One of those prisoners has turned out to be Dir^al, 
a Soobadar of Thugs, one of their most influential leaders This 
result IS likely to produce a favourable impression on prisoners 
of the correctness of our information and to prove the impossi- 
bility of Thug leaders now to escape from punishment or from 
recognition whenever arrested 

7 There are several prisoners upon whom I have passed 
sentence of imprisonment for life or for such period as it may 
be deemed unsafe to release them on security They are either 
youths or persons proved to be Thugs but not to have been pre- 
sent at any particular murders It is probable they mav be con- 
victed next sessions of <^ome specific offence, but at all events 
It would be most injurious to release such characters for many 
years to come, for the Thugs themselves acknowledge that like 
tigers whenever thev have tasted human blood, they cannot be 
deterred from attacking the human species whenever they find 
an opportunity 

8 There is one prisoner Motee No 73 sentenced tO' be 
hanged whose cage requires explanation 


Malwa 

Malwa 

Hindustan 
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Ladbudon. 


DhoDfHir* 


R amp Of *. 
pVan pur*. 


9 In 1823 he joined the Lucnfldown gang and it wai chiefly 
trough hiB instrumentality that that immente gang was arrested 
He was m conBcquence admitted as an approver and permitted 
to go at large on secunty He ran away and it was not until 
his lecunties had been forfeited and till the Darbar at Gwalior 
was addressed that he could be arrested He a second time ran 
away and was finally brought hack a short time before I submit 
ted the Lucnadown cate It appear* that after he turned appro- 
ver he took to hit old trade was a Jemadar in this murder 
beside* other* and studiously avoided m his deposition in the 
Lucnadown cate to mention the present murder nor would he 
give any information respecting Lalsm^ Soobadar i murder 
until he found leveral witnesses come forward He then was 
willing enough to give evidence but it was too late 

10 It II neceaary to rule these Thug approvers who are 
the vilest of the vile with a rod of iron otherwise we can have no 
hold upon those at present employed and they will become as 
great tcourages to mankmd as ever I therefore trust that the 
sentence passed wilt be sanctioned 

11 The whole family of Lalsingh Soobadar being eitir 
pated It becomes difficult to say what should be done with hi* 
son Glrdharee I thmk it would be best to allow 3 rupee* per 
mensem till he is sufficiently old to provide for himself and then 
^0 make him a Burkuodaz 


I have etc. 
(Signed) F C SMITH 
Agent to the Govenor Gcnerat 


To 


No 1158 

G SWINTON Esquire 

Chtci Secretary to Government 

Political Department 

Fort William 
Jttbbnlpore the 26th ^fay 1832 


Sir 

1 have the honour to tranimil for the orders of Government 
the 17th Bhflunpore and Dhurrah case noted below — 

Government versus Chinsah and 78 prisoner* Crime — 

Murder and robbery 

2 It appears that on jmmcn*e gang of Thugs upwards of 
150 in number were returnini* m 1817 A D from Indore TTier 
passed through Rampor** then arrived at Bhaunpore where 
they encamped near a Bowlee Here five tepoyt in Holcur* 
service came to drink and were persuaded to halt near the gang 
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At night they were all strangled The gang remained stationary 
two days after which a Toomundar and four sepoys .arrived and 
were m a similar manner induced to halt and murdered 

3 The gang then marched in the direction of Durrah. At 
Sunhcra Akbar Mohammad Khan son-in-law to the late Nawab 
Ghuffoor Khan with nine men and his wife joined the gang and 
marched with them to Dhurrah They all put up at a Dhurm- 
sala_ and the gang at night strangled the whole of them and 
buried them m the court yard 

4 A part of the gang then went to Anuntpore 10 or 12 coss 
off where they destroyed a Moonshee with two servants and two 
Hurkaras who had come from Hosh.ingabad 

5 The bodies of the two last murders have been pointed 
out and dismtered and it is proved by Captain Borthwick’s letter 
that the son-in-law of the Nawab was actually destroyed about 
the period in question A remarkable quarrel between 
KuIIian Singh and Cliotec, two approvers about a catamite 
served to impress the recol'ection of these murders more firmly 
on the minds of the approvers 

6 There are tv'o prisoners Kader Khan and Mudeh Khan 
about whom it is necessary for me to say a few words These 
prisoners were arrested while in the service of the Bejawur Rajah 
and have been serving as artillery men for some years The Rajah 
appears to consider the persecution of these two individuals as 
having originated in spite, but the evidence clearly shows that 
the pretence is false 

7 Their father’s name was Cassim who died in Huttah a 
convicted Thug Their uncle is Noor Khan or Nutholee Jema- 
dar a very notorious Thug whose two sons have been within the 
last two yeirs punished One Sadee is the person, who m the 
Lucknadown case was employed to play as a Musician before 
the Moonshee while preparations for murdering him and his 
servants were making 

8 I have made many enquiries on the subject of these pri- 
soners and am satisfied that they ought not for a very long time 
if ever to be released It is true they can find security, but 
money is no object to Thugs who if clever m their profession 
can always sell their services for a large sum and besides it is 
necessary to deprive the Thugs of all protectors 

9 Since we have commenced the §ystematic extermination 
of these gangs, many Thugs have entered into service with 
different Rajahs m hopes of being thereby protected and even 
the notorious Rambuksh for whose arrest I was authorized to 
offer a reward of 500 rupees is now m the service of the brother- 
in-law of His Highness the Guicwar To release these two pri- 
soners would be m fact to enable them' to protect their brethern 
still at large 


I have, etc , 
(Signed) F C SMITH, 
Agent to the Governor-General 
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S«e Wt £q Cipuln 
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of tbc 23rtl Mey 
lfi3l Nnmber 
rfmordei* rel*- 
by him. 
Amount of pro- 
perty robbed 


w H MACNAUGHtEN Esquirk 

Ageiit to the Governor General 
Simla 


Jubbulpore the 29th May 1832 
Sir 

In BubmittiQ^ a list of fhe chief Thugi who reticle in the 
temtone* of the Niram and other Native authonbei touth of 
the Nerbuddfl I mtimated in my detpatch of the 24th April la»t 
that I ihould shortly propose a plan for the arrest and trial of 
these nuraeroui murderers 


2 Having now received from the Residents at Hyderabad 
and Nagpore the information I solicited from them I thall ven 
ture to intrude on the valuable time of the Governor Groeral 
with my lentimenu on the documents noted below — 

Captain Sleeraan t letter of the 12th Apnl 1832 with it* 
enclosure 

Captain bleemon i letters with annexolioni from Major 
Stewart dated the 30th April and 12th May 18^ 

Mr Greeme s letter dated the 23rd May 1832 
The narrative of Syed Ameer Ah forwarded with a 
letter from Captain Sleeman dated the 22rd May 
1831 

3 The late trials at Sau^or abundantly prove the urgent 
and indispensable necessity of immediate and vigorous measures 
being adopted to check and if possible eradicate a most eiten 
live combination against the live* and properties of all traveller* 
throughout India and particularly In the Dcccan and m an c»- 
pecial manner against the classes of men commonly known by 
the name of Rokcrcas — men from the avocations of trcaiure- 
carriers peculiarly exposed to danger and the iepo>s of our 
regular armies from the sister Presidencie* 

4 The number of principal Thugs at larf^e in the NIram s 
temtone* which only include* the most notonoui consisting of 
150 professional assassins is of itself sufiBciently appalling but 
a perusal of the dreadful narrative dictated by Syed Ameer All 
and appro\cr of our* would 1 think satisfy the most incredu 
lous not only that immediate measure* are called for to root 
out these pests and enemies of mankind but that the Native 
Go\ernmcnti arc entirely unfit to be entrusted with such a task 
requiring as It doc* both cnergv of mind and an honc*t deter 
mlnatlon to perform a great public duty without regard to pn 
\ate interests and uninfluenced b> the depraved paiiions of 
individuals 

5 Captain Sleeman proposes that an officer of cxpcncntc 
should be appointed to arrest the Thugs at large in the Deccan 
and collect the evidence necessary to prove thdr guilt and that 
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the Resident at Nagpore should hold periodical sessions at 
Chinndwarrah to try such Thugs as should be committed for trial 
from among the assassins arrested south of the Nerbudda reserv- 
ing for himself the duty of clearing the Provinces North of the 
Nerbudda and committing such as he should seize to be tried 
by me at Saugor I should here observe that the arrest and 
punishment of the Thugs South of the Nerbudda having already 
commenced with vigour and success and an officer to conduct 
the enquiries having been appointed by the Hyderabad Resident 
nothing now remains but to constitute a tribunal before which 
such prisoners as may be committed for trial may be judged 

6 Major Stewart with great zeal and alacrity has fully en- 
tered into our views and has appointed an officer in whose zeal 
and ability he can confide to conduct all preliminary investiga- 
tions 

7 Mr Graeme for reasons set forth m his despatch to me 
considers all evtraordinary proceedings uncalled for by the 
state of the Police in the Nagpore Territories, but will exert 
himself to assist us with all his influence He also objects to 
being constituted the judge of (he tribunal to decide the commit- 
ments made on the South of the Nerbudda 

8 For these reasons Captain Sleeman’s plan of constitut- 
ing a tribunal at Chinndwarah must fall to the ground and 
another scheme must be substituted in its stead 

9 There are several obvious modes — 

First — Entrusting the trial of all Thug commitments South 
of the Nerbudda to the Native Authorities of the 
place, or 

Second — Constituting a tribunal consisting of one Euro- 
pean and several Native Judges as proposed by 
Mr Graeme, or 

Third — Confiding the duty to the Resident of Hyderabad, 
or lastly of bringing to trial before the Agent to 
the Governor-General at Saugor all Thugs arrested 
through the instrumentality of the Saugor appro- 
vers 

Thefe may be others but these appear to me the most’ 
feasible 

10 The first plan of entrusting the trial of Prisoners to the 
common Native tribunals of the country, is I consider out of the 
question The narrative of Ameer Ah alone will show the futility 
of such a scheme and the sale and purchase of Thug prisoners 
which so long disgraced the Native States in Bundelkhund and 
which has been so fully exemplified by the conduct of Beharee 
Lai Seth the Gumashtah of Dunraj Seth, are sufficient grounds 
for rejecting tribunals who make a mockery of justice and do 
not hesitate to sanction crimes profitable to the Rulers them- 
selves 

11 The second , of constituting a^ mixed tribunal, as pro- 
posed by Mr Graeme, is, I think, liable to many grave obj’ec- 
tions All natives may be said, without any want of charity, to 
have their price, through some are rated higher than others 


Nagpur. 


Chhmdwara 


Bundelkhand 


13 
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The Thugi have not only money of their own but ran procuie 
large sums Iw the iaie of their future service# m the Thug 
profession To constitute a tribunal of persons so liable to be 
corrupted to investigate into case# of the nature of those which 
will be brought before them when 10.000 rupee# have been be* 
fore now paid for the release of one Thug alone would endanger 
the luccesi of the measure# adopted to put down the trade I 
consider Hindoos unfitted bv their habits and religion from de- 
ciding without bias and favour m criminal trials where a large 
portion of the pnioners are Brahmins Moreover I object 
decidedly to any division of responsibility which becomes the 
weaker the more it is sub-divided The indifferent Judge is 
better than half a dozen of good judge# forming one court of 
juBtice This principle seems to have been prominent m His 
Lordship i mind when the late extensive Reform of the Circuit 
Courts of thiB Pre#idency wa# planned and executed- 

12 The third namely to confide the dutv to the Resident 
of Hyderabad would probably have prov^ tne most feasible, 
but It will be observed that Major Stewart na# not contemplated 
such an exigeoc> and I conclude from hit never havmg presided 
m Judicial Courts of Justice he would neither desire nor accept 
such os novel responsible and painful task 

13 Should His Lordship honor the above arguments with 
his approbation the last scheme namely to send the pnsonen 
after all preliminary local investigations have terminated to 
Saugor to be tned at the extraordinary Sessions to be held there 
by me penodically will probably be preferred 

14 The chief ob^^ion would consist of the great distance 
from the Hyderabad Territories but when it is recollected that 
prisoners from Ajmere the Dooab Gurerat and Candesh have 
been prosecuted to conviction under the able supermtendence of 
Captain Sleeman it will probably be acknowledged that bis 
BUpemiion will more than compensate for any inconvenience 
which may be cipencnced by the adoption of the proposed 
measure. 

15 The narrative of Ameer AJi and nil the information we 
are possessed of shows that the Thugs travelled all over India 
in search of prey and avoid as much as possible performing 
their murderous avocations near their domicflei Their residence 
therefore in one country by no means reoulres that they should 
be there tned on the contrary it is probable that the evidence re- 
quired to convict them may be as easily procured here and at 
a short distance as at the nearest Court of India to their homes 
The number of approvers at Saugor and the man of information 
in Captain Sleeman s Offic© also points him out os the most 
eligible public officer to entrust with the duty of bnnging them 
to trial The Hyderabad Thugs will m all probability be con 
victed of murders on both side# of the Nerbudda River 

16 Finally in thus expressing the sentiments I entertain 
on this subject I bep His Lordship vill do me the justice to be- 
lieve that It If not from any desire to monopolize the credit of 
extinguishing these bands of aivaisios though 1 am fully suiccptl 
ble of the honor and credit attending the successful termination 
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e L I Pundit the Aunul of the diitrict, bearing 

ot their amval icnt to have them seized but Doorjan Patel be- 
came answerable for their appearance before him and m conse- 
quence they were not molested The leaders with the Patel 
waited on the Auraii who being satisfied they were not thieves 
released them 

4 The bodies of the murdered people have been found and 
inquests held on their remains Considering that the Bay^ 
*Sahiba of Saugor during her reign befnendwi the Thugs it is not 
to be wonder^ at that her suDordmates acted in the same 
manner but still this does not excuse Doorjun Patel It would 
not at present be prudent to release him on security otherwise 
as he has not been accused of such transactions of a later date 
some consideration for his age might be shown 

5 I addressed the Barelly Magistrate on the [ 1 

requesting him to give rac information respecting a noted 
Jemadar of Thu^ named Bukt ohos Kiihen Singh said to be 
confined for life m the Jail of that District but have not received 
any reply to my letter 

I have etc. 

(Sd ) F C SMITH 
Agent to the Goremor General 


To 


No 1182 

G SWINTON Esquire 

Chief Secretary to Government 

Political Deportment 


Jubbulporc the 3Iit Moy 1832 
Sir 

1 have the honour to forward for the orders of Government 
the 16th trial of iHiugs noted below — 

Government rcrsii# Budloo and 31 others Critnc~ 
Robbery and murder 

2 It II proved m cv deuce that a large bod> of Thu;^ ^ 
their return from their favourite seat the road to Baroda h^tw 
about two or three coss on the Baroda side of Dhor Whne 
cooking. 10 persons arrived on their way from Baroda to the 
gangs Five of them who were much knocked up b> hard march 
ing agreed to accompany the gang by easy raarehes but the 
others went on promising to wait for them at the Cantonment of 
Mhow In the night or rather carl> next morning they were 
murdered about li coss on the Mhow side of the Uhar and 
huned In a Nalah 

3 When the gang arnved in the vicinitv of Mhovs they 

divided One part went round outside the Cantonment the 
other went into the Cantonment but a portion of them proceed 
ed without hailmg to Dadowda the appointed place of rcnUct 
vous 


•See Sjed Ameer AlTe Nerrmtlre 
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4 BuKtawar Singh and Matadeen two of the sepoys who 
escaped the snares of the enemy recognizing Gunga Bishun, the 
speaker of the gang of Thugs enquired what had become of the 
brother of th^e latter named Hdrreebuggut and receiving no 
satisfactory reply, they caused the arrest of such of the gang as 
could be seized Gangabishun, there can be no doubt, confessed 
to the sepoy that his brother had been murdered Part of the 
property belonging to the five murdered people was found on 
the prisoners and identified Some of the prisoners were also 
recognized as having belonged to the party in whose company 
the murdered people were last seen, yet the Resident of Indore 
released them after a fruitless enquiry of a few days There 
were ample grounds for detaining them on suspicion, and I have 
no doubt in my mind that if Gungabishun had been properly 
managed, he would eventually, have disclosed the whole affair 
and have pointed out where the bodies could be found It is 
lamentable to reflect on how many lives may have been thus 
sacrificed by Mr Wellesley’s ignorance of Judicial business 

5 For a more detailed account of this transaction permit 
me to refer you to the letter noted in the margin, but I cannot 
avoid pointing out the remarkable plausib'lity which these villians 
possess, how^ speciously they can persuade even near relations 
to part company and wuth wfliat confidence travellers throw^ 
themselves into the snares of the destroyer It is a well knowm 
fact that the braver the traveller the easier he is destroyed and 
the Thug approvers acknowledge that their chief victims consist 
of sepoys who trusting to their strength and courage are easily 
allured to their destruction by the submissive and wuly conduct 
of these accomplished villians The Thugs evidently find it as 
easy to destroy both the confident soldier as the timid and fear- 
ful treasure-carrier 


I have, etc , 
fSd ) F C SMITH, 
Aj^enf to ihc Governor-General 


To 


No, 1253 

G SWINTON, Esoumr. 

Chicj Secretary to Government, 

Political Department. 

Port William 


hthbulporc. the 9th .Tunc hS32 
Sir, 

I have the honour to forward for the orders of Go\crnmcn' 
the Thug case noted below — 

22nd or Deonuegtir cn<c Government Giirhoo nn(i 

36 other': 

G rime — Murder and Robberv 


Captain Slcci 
letter 1 7th 
ary 1832 
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Ntrwngigmr 

Hydcr»b»<i. 


NaftnubpDT 


Jubbidporo. 


2 About the year 1819 or the beiinning of 1820 [ ? ? ] 
for tlie date ib not accurately oBcertaincd the valley of the Ner 
budda was much infested by gangs of Thug* Sixty who were on 
an expedition to the Deccan encamped at the village of Deo- 
nuggur which ii situated on the road between Nursingpore and 
Seonee and i* surrounded by Jungle and Forest* 

3 Next day two Bvragees from Hyderabad arrived and 
shared the *ame fate 

4 The witnesses who were examined by me at Saugor 
stated that seven of the murdered people were Sonars or Gold 
smiths On opening the grave* several set* of Goldsmith s tools 
were found which corroborate in the strongest manner the truth 
of the evidence detailed in this cate 

5 I had intended to have been present at the opening of the 
graves but the approvers did not arrive in time and the duty 
therefore devolved on Mr Gouthin the Principal Assistant at 
Nursingpore whose letter describing the transaction you will 
find m page 


I have etc. 

(Signed) F a SMITH 

Agent to the Governor General 


To 


No 1X78 

G SWINTON Esouire 

Chief Secretary to Government 

Political Department 

Fort TFi//iflm 

Jubbiilporc the 10th June 1832 


Sm 

1 have the honour to forward the 2lBt tnal of Thugs noted 
below for the orders of Government — 

21it or Bersugnee first Trial Government versm Dullel 
and ^ others 

Crime — Murder and robbcr>’ 

2 These prisoners ha\c been convicted of the murder of 
14 person* in Februar> 1820 and the cate is perhaps the most 
atrocious of any I ha>c submitted to Go\cmmcnt 

3 A large gang on their wa> home met three travellers at 
an old ruined temple at Kamptcc and murdered them in the 
usual manner Shortl> oftenvards Hurbuni being ^\lth one 

*PiCC 30 of the rro c ml iac of the TrM I P 
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arm, his brother Newul Smgh Jemadar in the Nizam’s Service 
with SIX male companions, two of whom were his sons-m-law, 
his two daughters and son arrived on their way to Sindee Palaree 
near Banda and travelled in company with the gang These 
people before they arrived at Jubulpoor were warned of the 
character of their associates, but they had become attached to 
some of them so sincerely that they disbelieved their friends and 
rejected the warning It appears that the Thugs from pity for 
the youth and beauty of the girls had hitherto refrained from 
murdering them, believing that they had not much wealth in 
their possession, but unfortunately suspicion fell on a part of 
the gang who had entered Jubulpoor with the Jemadar and 
they were all searched when Jewels to a large amount were die- 
covered and the death of the whole party resolved on without 
remorse although the unfortunate girls actually sat during 
the search on the property stolen from the three travellers at 
Kamptee to save these inhuman wretches 

4 After a few marches the whole 11 were strangled at 
Busegnee in^the Punna Jagheer 

5 The bodies have been found and the relations of the 
murdered and their names, etc , satisfactorily ascertained. Two 
prisoners confess this foul act 


I have, etc , 

(Sd ) F C SMITB, 
Agent to the Governor-General 


To 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 
(Copy) 

The Honourable R CAVENDISH, 

Resident at G'iVahor 


Sir, 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
^atcd the 4th Instant, and a copv has been subsequently re- 
ceived from the Go\crnor-Gencrnrs Agent in tlic Saugor and 
Nerbudda Territories of his letter to your address, dated the 
7th Instant, both on the subject of Thuggee 

2 As the parties of Thugs carrv their depredations in the 
course of one season through a variety of independent States to 
the remotest corner- of India, it is ne\t to impo'^sihlc that an> 
one of the protected States can po‘:scss the information before- 
hand which ssould enable it to apprehend them while thc> arc 
in progress through it*; own Territories The rapidif\ of their 
mo\cments and the di'guiscs lhc\ assume gcncrallj cccurc them 
from detection upon the spot and In the time the murders are 
discovered, thc\ have p-’S'^cd on to another jurisdiction vhcre 
the\ cannot be followed In short it is onlv b> a well combined 


Jubbulporc 


Jubbulpoic. 
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ijratem of operations which embraces m lU scope the whole of 
India that these miscreants can be followed up and brought to 
justice and the performance ol thu duty like the ertirpadon of 
the hordes of rindames naturally devolves upon the supreme 
power 

3 Saugor being the most centrical of the Bntish possessions 
the Officer in charge of that Province has been entrusted with 
the execution of this duty with the valuable assistance of 
Captain Sleeman his efforts have been attended with eminent 
success Great numbers of the Thu^ have been apprehended 
and executed and as the mass of evidence he has collected has 
put m possession of the names and in many cases furnished him 
with the means of conviction nearly all tne professional Thugs 
in Uimer India he is enabled to act with a degree of certainty 
and efficiency which if hii efforts are properly supported by the 
local authorities promises the speedy extirpation of these mis 
creants 

4 I have been directed to furnish you with this bnef out 
line of the motives which induced Government to intrust Mr 
Smith with the task of putting down the system of Thuggee 
with a view to impress upon you in the most senous manner the 
necessity which exists for your seconding and assisting his 
efforts with all the means at jour commend 


I have etc. 

SHtMw (Signed) W H MACNAGHTON 

The 24th June 1S32 Secretary to the Governor General 


To 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 
(Copy) 

The Hon ble R CAVENDISH 

Resident at GwaJior 


Sir 


1 am directed by the Right Hon ble the Govemor^Gcncral 
to acknowledge the receipt of \our Letter dated the 17th Instant 
on the subject of the efforts now making for the suppression of 
the Crime of Thuggee 

2 You arc under a mistake in supposing that Informers are 
sent from the Saugor Territory into all independent states to 
apprehend Thugs These Informers are sent merely for the pur 
pose of pointing out the Individuals who have been In the habit 
of practising this actroclous offence 

3 Your suggestion that a Bntish Officer Civil or Military 
of great cxpenencc and regard for the right and independence of 
the native state* should be deputed to accompany the party in 
quest of Tliugs could not be earned into effect without great in 
convenience Indeed »uch a deputation would we Impracticable 


I 
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consistent with the secrec\ .ind celerity of movement required to 
give effect to the expedition in search of those wily and vagrant 
offenders 

4 A trustworthy Subadar has been attached to each of the 
parties sent from the Saugor Territories and should you or the 
authorities at the Durbar notwithstanding this precaution, 
apprehend that there is a danger of collusion for opprescive pur- 
poses between the party so deputed and the Gwalior Police, 
you are at liberty. His Lordship observes, to depute any other 
officer m whom you may have confidence to act as a check upon 
their proceedings 

5 That some of the Individuals pointed out as Thugs by 
the informers and apprehended as such may be innocent His 
Lordship is ready to admit,( but he does not consider it at all 
probable that many instances of this nature are likely to occur 
nor does His Lordship think that we should suffer ourselves to 
be deterred by the prospect of pos'ible evil from the prosecution 
of a scheme which would alone appear calculated to protect the 
lives and property of the Community from the most insidious 
and foulest of depredators 

6 You will of course lose no time m communicating to 
Mr Smith any instance that may come to vour knowledge of 
misconduct on the part of the individuals deputed by him and 
a copy of your letter now acknowledged will be forwarded by 
me to the same authorih' in order that he may adopt any further 
precautions which may in his opinion be nkely to have the 
effect of preventing the inconveniences to the public which you 
appear to contemplate 


SiMLAH 

The 25th liT^y 1832 


I have, etc , 

(Signed) W H MACNAGHTON, 
Secretary to the Governor-G eneral 


(Copy) 


To 

W H MACNAGHTON, Esquire, 

Secretary to the GovernoT-Genera] 

Sir, 

I have the honour to report that Informers are sent from 
the Saugor Territoii^ into il) independent states to apprehend 
Thugs or persons accused of being Thugs and that these informers 
are themselves Thugs acknowledging murders innumerable 

I'l 


Sunla 
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2 Whether all personi pointed out by them ought to be 
seixed and deh/ered up to our police partiei accompanying 
those Thug! It tjbmitted for the contideration und orden of the 
Supreme Uovemmeot In ra> opinion no native or natives 
ought to be tiuited with such unlimited power and I beg leave 
to suggest mat a British Officer Civil or Militaiw, of great 
experience and regard for the rights and indepenacncc of the 
native states should be deputed with such a party or parties with 
instructions to Institute to an immediate enquiry if the employ 
ment of informers be considered absolutely requisite for the 
suppression of Thuggee 

3 Now whoever is apprehended justly or unjustljr is trans- 
ported to Saugor unless the informer or partv with him should 
find it more profitable to release him immediately and though 
the orden be positive for hit transmission to Saugor it may be 
doubted whether they arc always attended to when the parties 
employed are to far removed from control or check but even 
granting the apprehended be aiwavs sent to Ssugor their appre 
hension detention and confinement if innocent must be consi 
dered great evils 

4 The Gwalior Territory has had several visits for such 
purposes since m> arrival and havmg been a Magistrate in 
former days I know ihe difficulty of preventing extortion and 
oppression even when on the spot to check and punish any 
abuse of power and I do not like to tee Independent States sul^ 
ject to such visitations imless m cates of extreme neceoi^ and 
under the considerate surveillance of an experienced fintiin 
Functionary 

I have etc. 

(Signed) R CAVENDISH 

Gwauor Residency Rtsident 

The nth May 1832 

P 5*— I have just received a report from the Kotewal of our 
Bazar confirmatory in some degree of the abuse of granting n 
roving commission to a part> of natives free from all check and 
control 

(Signed) R CAVENDISH 

Restdent 


POLITICAL department 
(C opy) 

To 

G SWINTON Esquire 

Chief Secretary to Government 

Fort TV////flni 
Sir, 

With reference to the letter to my address from the Agent 
to the Governor General in the Saugor and Nerbudda Tcmto* 
net dated the TSth Ultimo a duplicate of which has been for 
warded direct to Calcutta regardW the mode of proceeding 
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against the Thugs in the Nizam’s Territory, I am directed to in- 
form you that, if the plan meets with the concurrence of the 
Hon’blc the Vicc>Prcsidcnt in Council, His Lordship proposes 
to invest the Resident at Hyderabad with the charge of appre- 
hending the Thugs in the States of Hvderabad and Nagpore 
and other Countries to the South of our Territories upon the 
Nerbudda and of conducting their trials himself \Mthout any 
further restriction than maj be imposed by the neces''ity of 
obtaining the fin.tf sanction of Government to the sentences 
passed upon them while Mr Smitli will still remain charged with 
the extirpation of the system m the Saugor and Nerbudda 
Territories, and in all the Countries situated to the North, East 
and We«;t of that Province 

2 His Lordship anticipates that Major Stewart’s exertions 
will be productive of the happiest cfTccts in the suppression of 
the Sjftcm of Thuggee in the South of India and Mr Smith and 
Captain Slecman vill of course communicate freely with him 
and Major Smith, the olliccr whom he has appointed to the 
immediate charge of apprehending the Thugs sending to them 
the appro\ers wlio are connected with that part of the country, 
and furnidiing them with copies of such portions as they may 
require of the voluminous evutcncc which has given a clue to 
the persons of most of these miscreants and fully exposed their 
dreadful practices 

3 Should the course of proceeding above suggested ^ be 
approved His Lordship requests that uith a view to save time 
the necessar)'' instructions may be issued direct from the Presi- 
dency to the authorities concerned 


Shimla • 

The 25th hme m2 


I have, etc , 

(Sd) W H MACNAGHTON, 

Sc( ratal V to the Cover nor -General 


[Received the 23rd A.ugust 1832 ] 


To 


FRANCIS CURVIN SMITH, Esquire, 

Agent to the Governor-General , 

SaiigOf and Nerbudda Territories 
Sir, 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
of the 2nd Instant, submitting a duplicate of your despatch to 
the address of the Secretary with the Governor-General of the 
29th Ultimo, relative to a plan for the extirpation of the Gangs 
of Thugs to ff^e Southward of the Nerbudda 

2 With reference to the 2nd paragraph of your letter to 
my addre'^s, ’’ am directed to inform you that the Vice-President 
in Council pleased to comply with your recommendation that 


Nngpur 


Simla 
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you ihould be authorized to an eieraption from the pumihment 
ot death or from tranaportation foi life in favour of the informer 
Syyud Ameer Alii 

3 On the lubject of the 3rd paragraph of >our letter I am 
directed to inform you that it it not deemed advimble to hang in 
chajni the bodies of those Thugi who may be condemned to 
suffer ^pital pumihment The number ii too great and it 
might be dimculf to prevent the removal of the bodie* by the 
numeroui fnends ol the parties 

4 With regard to the publication of Syyud j^nieer Alli « 
narrative it is propoied to communicate u to one of the Editors 
of the periodical publications for that purpose 

I have the honour to be 
Set 

Your most obed ent Humble Servant 
G W SWJNTON 
Chief to i/ig Governmetti 

Fort William 
The 25th June IS32 


Blitfalptir 

13Uj Jom 1832. 


Bbatatput 

Blurttpur 


To 


(Copy) 


W H MACNAGHTON Esouwe 

SeefetoTj to the Right H^n ble the 
General 

Political Department 


Sir 

1 have the honour to fmnsmif to you for the purpose of being 
submitted to the Right HonTilc the Governor General, copies 
of three dcipatchet to my address under date^ ai noted in the 
margin from the Political Agent at Bhnifpoor relative to the 
proceeding ot that place of a Moonihee and detachment of 
sepoys despatched under the orders of the Governor-General s 
Agent at Saugor in search of Thugs 

2 The conduct of the Moonihee m question Meer Villayct 
All at stated by Mr I uihinglon and the Thug approvers who 
accompanied him in forcibl> nrrestinrt a Brahmin ond ^epahee 
in the service of the Bhrutpoor Rajah on a charge of Thuggery 
without c\en •sporting hit arrival to the Political Agent at 
Bhutpoor or informing the Regent Ministers of hii reaions 
for so extraordinary -an act cannot fail to attract the scrioui 
attention of His Lordship at illu trati\e of the procedure of a 
low Moonshec when vested with so large a share of discretionary 
authont) in the Territory of a native Independent pnnee of 
TntHa 
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3 The vnIioIc procedure of the Moonshee in this case as 
detailed by Mr LusInnKton appears to me highly reprehensible 
and might haNe been attended by serious consequences had not 
that officer interfered as he did in so prompt and judicious a 
manner 

*1 What mi^t any independent Prince or Chieftain think of 
such a procedure, a common Moonshee accompanied by certain 
condemned murderers and a parly of British Sepoys, proceeding 
direct to his Capital and therein forcibly seizing and arresting a 
Brahmin and one of the Prince’s Soldiers without any charge 
of criminalitj or anj communication having been made to the 
Prince himrclf, to his Ministers, or to the Agent residing at his 
Court^ An act more unusual and more humiliating to the 
Prince, cannot be conceived 

5 Mr Lushinglon’s obscr\ations on this case in his letter 
to the address of the Agent to the Governor-General for the 
Saugor and Nerbudda Tcrritoncsj and his conduct throughout, 
will I am satisfied meet the approbation of the Right Honorable 
the Governor-General 

6 I have made the necessary communication to the Rajah 

of Jeypoor as directed in ^our letter of the 15th ultimo of the Jaipur 
intended journcj of the part\ through that Territory for the 
apprehension of 1'hugs and have requested that the authorities 
there may be directed to afford them every proper assistance but 
I do not expect they will receive any, the natives strange as it 
may appear do not co-operate heartily in such undertakings and 
the very Moonshccs who read the official letter to the Rajahs 
on the subject, have it in their power to thwart the measures 
in view by communicating the approach of the police party and 
thereby enabling the Thug^ to keep out of the way 

7 The plan indeed proposed as far as I understand it from 
the papers in circulation appear to me objectionable in many 
respects and very ill-calculated to secure success An ordinary 
native and perhaps an ignorant and indiscreet one too is not fitted 
for a duty of so much importance and requiring so large a por- 
tion of good sen'^e, caution, discretion and address and the 
publicity given to his proceedings at any Town where the party 
may halt, as well as from the offical communications to all the 
Chiefs of the country must excite alarm among the Gang of 
Thugs and keep them out of the wav The few respectable 
natives with whom I have conversed on the subject, seem to 
think that no good can arise from the plan now pursued but that 
a great deal of positive mischief may accrue from placing the 
honor and character of every native of the Country at the (uscre- 
tion of perhaps an intriguing and corrupt Moonshee 


I have, etc , 

(Signed) A LOCKETT, 
Agent to the Governor-General 


Rajpootwa Agency, Ajmerf 
The 23rd Juti& 1S32 ' ' 


Emputonn 
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Bhintpitr 


(8A) O T 


HEommao. 


Bh*r«P«r 


To 


Tm AGENT TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

Saiigor and Nerhudda Ttmtories 
Sm 

1 have the honour to itate for >our information that the 
L/etachineDt lent bv you under Roostum Khan Subadar accom 
panied by Mcer Vilayut Alt Moomhee and three Thufi appro 
ven arrived in thbae TerrJlonea about four dayi ago aad that 
two pe^ni have bfcen apprehended by them on the evidence 
of the Thug approvert 

2 Previouily to cotenng into an eiamination of the end 
ence on which theie indinduali have been arreatcd I feel If my 
duty to bring to your notice the (at I conceive) Improper con 
duct of the Moonihee who accompanied the detachment in 
forcibly arrealiog a Sepahee in the lemcc of the Bbrutpoor Raja 
on a charge of Thuggery without even reporting hii arrival at 
Bhrutpoor to me without having m any way informed the 
Bhrutpoor Regent Miiuttera of hi» reaioni for *0 arretdng the 
Sepahee or requcited their aid or perraimon which had he done 
%o would have been mott readily granted 

3 The circumitaocc* of a Sepahee in the Raja 1 aervice and 
a 2Iaine<lar of a Bhrutpoor Village having been arreated br a 
guard of British Sepaheet at the orders of a penon ityliog him 
self a Moonihee from Saugor brought to my notice a few days 
ago by the Bhrutpoor autbontiei who at the tame time exprets 
CO their surpriie at thii occurrence I immediately lent a 
Chuprany to summon the Moonihee Mecr Vilayut Ah to the 
Agency and accordingly made hit appearance in the course of a 
few hours accompanied 1^ the Thugs and the Sepahee and 
Brahmin whom he had leixed 

4 Upon my questioning him as to the authority under 
which he had apprehended the aforesaid persons he produced* 
an English letter to mv address from you and a Persian Purwa 
nah which he said fully warranted hii seizing all persons who 
might be accused of Thuggerr by the approvers 1 remarVed in 
reply that if you had inte^ca providing the letter and Purwanah 
by no means [produced] to confer that unlimited power of 
search and seizure not only in the Territory attached to Saugor 
but throughout Hmdooston you would not have deemed it 
necessary to furnish him with letters to the different Rajas of 
these parti nor would you have addressed a letter to me request 
Ing my aid in apprehending offenders that a procedure of the 
sort which had luit occurred appeared to rac highly irregular 
and improper and likeh to lead to most unpleasant results by 
bnnginc him into colfision with the notbc authorities and per 
haps simjecting himself and companions to insult and outrage 
from the turbulent zemeendart ot these parts I stated to him 
that in my opinion he ought in the first instance to have applied 
to me or to the Bhrutpoor Ministers for permission to arrest 
certain persons fuspeefed of Thuggery fhit Purwanah^ and every 
aislstancc would ha\e been most cheerfully granted him and the 


He h«f b«a 2or 3 cfar* « Dianrtpoor 
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Bhrutpoor Raja spared the humiliation of seeing his own ser- 
^nnts arrested by British Troops on the evidence of a self-con- 
Mcted murderer and common prostitute without his being so 
much as informed of the crime with which they were charged 
To this the Moonslicc replied that he had arrested various per- 
sons after the same fashion in the Gwalior, Dholepoor and 
Jeypoor Territory and that unless he had done so the Criminals 
would m all probability ha\c heard of the objects of his mission 
and have made their escape accordingly 

5 1 have ad\crtcd to this point at such length because it 
appears to me of much importance, it in\olves with it the ques- 
tion whether Bhurutpoor is recogni7cd as an independent state or 
not bj the British Go\ernnicnt? Whether its internal affairs 
are to be managed and its subjects controlled by its own Native 
Authorities alone^ Or whether i Moonshee in the employ of 
the British Government and armed b\ Purwanahs from a British 
Olhcer in the Saugor and Nerbudda Territor>' has a right to 
I seize] upon Bhurutpoor Sepahees and subjects without the con- 
sent or knowledge of the Bhrutpoor Government? Admitting 
that the object with which the seizure was made is most desir- 
able — granting aPo that the Thuggism is an evil and a reproach 
so [obnoxious] to our Gosernment ns almost to justify any 
means that may tend to its suppression There still remains the 
question whether the end in view’ mn not have been attained 
without having had recourse to n procedure of the nature above 
stated 

6 ^ The prisoners of course assert their entire innocence of 

the crime imputed to them and 1 must confess that I do not by 
any means feel assured of their guilt on a consideration of the 
evidence preferred against them First w-ith regard to the Bhrut- 
poor Sepahee (he is known here by the name of Jhundee Khan 
but the Thug approver declares that his proper name is Booree 
Khan) He is now about 20 or 21 vears of age and is stated to 
have been a Thug seven years ago in Malwa The Thug appro- 
vers have not seen him for seven years and he was when they 
knew' him a lad of 13 or 14 He has been in the service of the 
Raja here for 41 years and asserts that prior to his obtaining ser- 
vice here he was m the employ of the Raja of Hussein in the 
Coel district I have written to the judge at Coel to ascertain 
this point and the character of Jhundee Khan’s father who is also 
stated to have been a Thug The approvers assert that the 
prisoner was for a month or more with Noor Khan's gang in the 
Dhar territory about [ ] years ago and that he was present 

with him on three separate occasions of murders committed on 
the persons of Company’s Sepahees proceeding vta Dhar to 
their homes They state that Jhundee Khan was employed in 
burnmg the bodies of the persons murdered — but noways con- 
cerned in the murdering 

7 Jhundee Khan is now in confinement here and m the 
event of the other approvers under custody at Saugor having 
charges to advance against him he shall either be forwarded for 
trial to you or should you consider his guilt to be established he 
can be subjected to such punishment here as may seep proper 
The second person accused of Thuggery is a Brahmin of the 
name of Kuloo, an inhabitant ahd Mokuddim of the village of 


Jaipur 


Bharatpur 


Bharatpur 
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Bhuttpnr 


Bbtrctpur 


Bbcntpur 


Bherttp^ 


Kujooree Bhrutpoor Tcmtoiy The approver Puharce Khan 
dw not recognize the pcnon but a female of the name of 
ILadhoo] formerly the mittress of Meer Khan in pnion at 
Sau^or decJaret that her keeper asiured her of Kuloo t haying 
joined hi8 party on vanoui occaiioni The pcnon will aJ»o 
be fory.arded to you should you coniider it proper 

8 The third person Girdaree by caste a Telee of the same 
village (Kujooree) [should] be here I believe in the course of 
a few days as orders have been issued for his apprehension by the 
Bhrutpore Authorities On his arrival I shall do myself the 
honour of addressing >ou again on the subject 

9 The remarks which I have felt it ray duty to submit ai 
to the conduct of the Moonshec will not I feel auured be con 
kidered to indicate any desire on my part to screen a Criminal 
because he happens to be in the Bhrutpore service What 1 am 
apprehensive of is that the power entrusted to this detach- 
ment of t€i 2 ]ng whorosoever they please may b© abused and 
perverted into an engine of oppression that innocent persons 
may be apprehended on this most dreadful of charges The 
other objection to the ijsicm ii that it unnecessarily interferes 
with the native powers loaimuch as it delegates to a Mere 
Moooihee a control over the liberties nnd persons of their sub- 
jects which may be perverted to the worst of purposes It is 
said that some of the Native Pnnees nre m the habit of harbour 
ing and proteePng Thugs but I am not aware that the Bhrutpore 
Government ha\e ever been suroected ol so doing even allow 
ing that it was so suspected the British Agent on the spot might 
at any rate have been applied to it is to be presumed that he 
woula from motives of duty and interest have exerted himself 
to the utmost m fulhlling the wishes of Government and that 
any comraunicaPon made through him on the subject of 
Thuggery would have met with (he readiest attention from the 
Bhrutpore authonties 


I have etc. 


(Signed) G T I USHINGTON 

Political Agent 


Bhrutpore POLinou. Agency 
Tile 13th June 1832 


To 

Colonel A LOCKETT 

Superintendent and Agent to the 

Gocemor-General 

Afmere 


In continuation of my letter of >citcrday on the subject of 
the proceedingi of the Saugor Moonshec I have the honour to 
forward copies of the c\'idcncc deposed to before the Bhrutpore 
Authorities by the Thug approvers 
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2 On a reference to this document you will perceive that 
of the 3 Thug evidence Durya knows nothing whatever of Booree 
Khan, Kuloo Bhamin, or Girdaree that Baz Khan only recog- 
nizes Booree Khan but knows nothing of the Bahmin or Telee, 
that Paharee Khan silent as to these two persons, that Ladhoo* 
Kusbin does not know anything against them of her own know- 
ledge but has heard from her keeper Meer Khan in prison at 
Saugor that “these 2 people used to accompany him in his 
Thuggmg excursions” 

3 Kuloo Bahmin was therefore attested on the evidence, 
if such It may be called of the Kusbin, vho herself knows nothing 
against him, but had heard from her keeper that he was [a Thug] 
On this mere hearsay is a respectable Zumeendar and Mokuddim 
of a Village to be apprehended as a murderer and sent in chains 
to Saugor 

4 I would beg to ask whether it is consistent with Justice 
to capture persons on such a charge and evidence, and this too 
without allowing the prisoner to say a word in his defence 

5 It IS of course the object of the Thug witnesse'- to con- 
vict some one, for on the convictions effected by them their 
hopes of eventual pardon rest and I think with reference to 
their pr-evious habits, their utter disregard, not only of truth and 
justice, but also of those Minor considerations which restrain 
other thieves and murderers, I am justified in asserting that as 
they do not scruple to murder whosoever may cross their path, 
-iStth the hope of eventual gam so nither wo ild ti'ey on the same 
principle, hesitate at accusing any person of Thuggery whether 
innocent or guilty 

6 Add to what is above stated the circumstance (which I 
myself ascertained from the Moon'hee) that these Thug accusers 
are noways kept separate, and that they may therefore with per- 
fect ease agree among themselves to bring charges against any 
person whatsoever, it follows, that even if their statements agree 
together they are not entitled to evidence The agreement, if 
it existed, would prove nothing but in the case of the Brahmin 
whom they arrested, there was not even thic a'^reement, there 
was not even one of them, who of his own knowledge attested to 
his (the Brahmin’s) criminality the prostitute m question kindly 
volunteered her hearsay evidence, and on this hearsay, the man 
was captured 

7 Even had the man been guilty it would have been a 
stretch of authority to ipprehend him on such evidence but 
supposing for an instant that he is not guilty according to the 
maxim of English Law tnai “eveiy prisoner must be considered 
innocent until his guilt be proved’ tnis iiidn is innocent, has 
not a gross act of injustice been committed upon him for he has 
been confined as a murderer and his character w’hich even to the 
poorest of beings, is precious, has been most cruelly outraged^ 

8 I am perfectly aw’are of the benevolent ground on w'hich 
Government determined to institute a rigid search after Thugs 
throughout India Every man possessed of the common feelings 
of humanity must apprehend the end aimed at, at the same time 
I conceive he w'ould object to the means employed, or rather to 
the abuse of them 


*This IS what sh 
stated before me a 
the Agency 

(Sd) G T L 


15 
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9 Let ui luppose a caie bv no meani unlikely to occur 

loe ihug witnefsd from their continued journeys over Hindoo- 
fctan are well acquainted with the localities of the different States 
and converrant with the names of Villages and with those of 
L and Mokuddimi The Moonshec amves with 

his Thug approvers nt a Village one or two of the Zumeendars of 
which are known to the latter The Mokuddum is summoned 
by the Moonshee and either charged himself with Thuggery or 
some of hiB Bhaiebunds and fellow Biswadars are cnmnated 
Hig defence is not heard or if heard is not recorded and the man 
has before him the prospect of a Journey in chains to Saugor 
(with the chance of eventual escape) To avoid this indignity 
he has however one remedy left v*z that of bribing the 
Moonshee after this process the scales may fall from the eyes 
of the latter he may discover that there is not sufficient evid 
ence to waramt his forwarding the accuswi to Saugor and in hJi 
mercy be pleased to release him 

10 In the above remarks I have not alluded to the luppres 
Sion of constituted povers and the consequent lowenng of the 
authonty m the eyes of their subjects produced by the act of 
this party Thi is indeed no slight evil but it is easy of remedy 
whereas there is no reparation or remedy for the parlies wrong 
fully arrested 

11 Such then are the evils which T honestly conceive have 

flowed and are likely to flow from a delegation of this power of 
search and seizure to the parlies engaged in hunting after [ ] 

and with a view to prevent such evils in future I would beg to 
suggest that the parties so engaged be prohibited m future from 
seizing any per on except through the constituted authorities of 
the place and that a full record of the evidence of the approvet* 
and of what the accused may have to allege m their defence 
may then be taken It is likely enough that less seizures would 
be made under this system but on the other hand, feWj if any 
unjust arrests would take place and I fancy every one will allow 
that It IS better that ten piilty should escape than that one 
innocent person should suffer 

12 In conclusion I have the bonour^to submit copy of a 
note just received by the Vakeel In attendance from the Regent 
Ministers from which it appears that the Inhabitants of the City 
ha\c been (not unnaturally) thrown into a slate of the greatest 
alarm and dread and owing to this Moonshec pcriistiog In lenrrh 
ing for penons without informing the authorities or asking their 
aid I nave written to him m consequence and have also sura 
raoned him to appear before me and I shall not scruple to assure 
Inra that if he continues to act in this manner a ^mard of Com 
pan> s Sepahees shall be placed over him and his party nor 
shall they be released until they ha\o learnt to conduct them 
selves with propriety 

I have etc 

(Signed) G T I USHINOTON 

Political Agent 


Bfaantpar 


Bhurtpore Pouticu. Acency 
The [ ] June JS3^ 
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G SWINTOX. l*soi tm 

('hu^ Scci< ti!T\ hi (tO.'iruwcut, 

/'or/ WiUtam 

fu(hir< , (fit' I,^th Auft/<( JS32 
SfK. 

1 Invc flu }i<>JifU>r '•» frirujuf fu \nu fiic .'iccornp.iiiyint; 
u»p\ <>{ .( Ittffr /f'Mn ('soim l’i''jilfv it K. loj'ctlicr with n copy 
of jli If Grru'tr*^^ pro( ( I thn"'- on tiu trn! of i imiu' of TInip': wlm 
ucrt ip'rtlumiti! h\ I'iin m flu. n'oiuh o? Otrf>lur 1 i‘>t, nnci of 
who<c f'tiUt wiili ,1 ftv tNtcpi'oiu fht iiu»‘'t ifuf i< forv cvulcncc 
h.'*- ’huo t'hf ufu tl hv f*u lonh'-'ioi «if four .ipprttvcr*' whose 
^ntiiiunu irt ttuJirnud In jhe u hiiov tnii lucnt of the greater 
pan <'f ihtir ■’itomjtjuo 

2 I Ik t irt tiiiu r if’fi )1 .n mtr in vhuli ilu-v ha\e scvcrnll> 
dclailid flu nirratKi ttf fhcir oturiiion , tit>-tin''tiishinrf the 
ufiji) pt ?p(‘tr Ko'*. ij t S furrf'tf 'roin fl’o i who were mereh 
.u v t»r tiii'loiif! HI I ‘n’u»r<l,n tu iijntitv, (ho niiniPc 
ir oti.i' w hu h liu * liui 'o 'U "i •• d i\ cn f»Mhe n ilure .ipd \ ahic 
oi (ill projufiv ohiinuii M flu tou'‘.«, «tf du t e'mr-cions, of the 
niimlur of fht (K o' vjiuli (Im ' infli (ttl tif (he resisinnee 
wfmh i!uv «)vt i-ion liU i \pt -u lu t «i. of i!.c mt iiu In whuh (he> 
tncrc mu (inf ri o'lnit mtl ot ilu tfnilrn.itu'C'- by which ihcv 
cfun.irtti (heir vitfinn, ttiiisiKiHo ilfoyclhtr siuh n mass of 
tonsisfcrif iful tonilusKo twidtmt both of the profession to 
whuh flu* pri-orurs bolon*' of the on'ini/ot^ ind st*tcmatic 
in inner in whuh flu pitrstnf- of it wort tondiufcd ird of (her 
drt idfiilb siireov prine tUion u ippe Ts (o preelnde llic 
posstbili(\ of ill thnibf either u (o (he truth of the fids vhich 
fhe\ ln\e re! tte<l, or 's to the euilt of (lie sotcrnl individuals 
to V horn (he\ arc '!((ribiiicd 

3 '1 he t ipit'il iniiiphnient proposed In Captain Rortlnvick 
lo be awarded to such of the prisoners as were cmplovcd in the 
tapicitv of s'rnnulers to whuh ihev do not appear (o have been 
.idniifted without i lotu^ jirobatton .ind their (lualificntion for 
which IS renre'-ented In one of ihe ippro\crs to liavc been cele- 
brated ainonp them i i Knui of fc (n il, apnears to me to be 
warranted In’ their uhnittcd emit, nor do J think that the de- 
mands of public justice would he satisfied bv the infliction of 
an inferior pcnalt\ T!ic n imes ind numbers of the prisoners 
whose cases have appeared to merit that dcqrcc of punishment, 
arc noted below* — 

(1) Nathoo. (2) Bhow’ance, (3) Dew'a Roostum, 

H) Chitoo, (5) Nundu, (6) Maba (7) Raeeta, 
(8) Fukcera, /9) Fukecra /second), (10) Sheir Khan, 
02) Kana, (131 Nathoo. (14) Bhvroo, (151 Kooshall, 
(16) Mana, 08) Joomal aha Jooma, (19) Raheem 
rt/un Ru^>eemtoo. PO^ Roostum ahas Dubora (21) 
Doulut Khan, and (27) Khoman n/tas Sheik Khoo- 
man. 
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4 With retpect to otbeir who althou^ member* of the 
aMoeiatiOQ were either from their age or inexpenence diiqualihed 
from eierciimg the more danng and dettnictive arti of their 
profe«Bion and who do not therefore appear to have been the 
actual perpetmton of any murder Captain Borthwick haj d!i 
tnbuted them Into two claties of which one ii propoaed to be 
sentenced to transportation for life and the other for a term of 
years 

5 The name* and number* of the pn*oner* compoiing’ the 
nr*t cldBi are noted below and I recommend that they Bhould 
receive the punishment proposed to be awarded to them — 

(17) Bubhoo alias Buktfaee (22) Khooman (23) CJheetoo 
(24) Nadir Khan, (25) Beera Chamar (26) Dewa 

alias Lalu (28) Kecma alias Ramsany, (31) Ajeet 
Khan (32) Roopa (^) Nader Khan (second) (36) 
Bhopal oitas Bhoopjee (37) Bhoolje^ (29) Hasseln 
(30) Ghaty Khan and (^) Huiscin Khan 

6 Of the individuals beloni^ing to the remaining class 
whose names and numbers are likewise noted above, I recom 
mend the imprisonment at Bombay for the terra of 14 yean 

7 The rest of the pn oners having been acquitted I beg 
leave to suggest the propriety of their being release from con 
hnemcnt and made over to the native authorities of the villages 
to which they helootf under an engagement from those nuthon 
ties to exercise a watchful vigilance over their future conduct 
The names and number* of tho e pnioners are also specified 
below — 

(35) Bhyroo (38) Kurreem (39) Mohumdoo (40) Shair 
Khan. (41) Sohbul, (42) Peer Khan (13) Moty 
(44^ Omi^ (45) Ijiloo (46) Rusheed Khan and 
(47) Koula 

8 With respect to the approver* who seem to have been 
all employed as leaders of Gangs and whose immediate liberation 
from nil restraint would therefore I conccnc be dangerous 
I think that a similar precaution ought to be adopted, and 1 
accoi^ingJy hope that Captain Borthwick s suggestion ot it will 
be sanctioned 

9 I request that I mav be furnished with the orders of 
Go%ernmcnt respecting the dispo al of the plundered property 
and the application of the money which is nd\erted to in the 
8th paragraph of Cnntain Borthwick s letter whose promised 
report of the rr*ult of his endeavours to discover the owmer of 
the DifJmond Ring will be submitted as soon as received for 
the considcntion and orders of the Honorable the Vice- 
President in Council 

10 Three of the Prisoners viz Ghassv Khan No 30 
Nadir Khan No 24 ond Bh>roo No 35 not apocaring to me 
to have been satlsfactonlv identified I requested further ^la 
nation on the lublect of those pnioners from Captain Borthwick 
a copv of who*c letter in rcpl> I have the honour to cndoic 

I have etc 

(Signed) \V B MARTIN 

Resident 
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POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

(Copy) 


1o 


GEO SWINTON, Esquire, 

CJnef Secretary to Government, 

Fort Wtlltani 


Sir, 

In reply to your letter, dated the 6th Instant, I am directed 
to“ observe' that it was not His Lordship’s intention that measure'; 
should be adopted by the Resident at Hyderabad to seize Thugs 
in the Nagpoor Territory without previously obtaining the 
Rajah's sanction Mr Graeme had aheady extended his aid to 
Captain Sleeman’s parties in the prosecution of their calling in 
the Nagpoor dominionc and from the cordial understanding 
which seemed to prevail, there appeared to be no reason to 
apprehend any difference of opinion among the Local authorities 
regarding the mode most proper to be u'ied for extending the 
operations against the Thugs to the Nagpoor dominions 

The course of proceeding adverted to in the last paragraph 
of your Letter will naturally be adopted by Major Stewart The 
Centre of Operations will be in the Hyderabad Country and the 
Evidence and informers necessary for identifying the suspected 
Thugs will, generally speaking, be furnished from thence but 
whether the suspected peisons in the Nagpoor State are appre- 
hended by a party actually sent from Hyderabad or through the 
Agency of the Rajah’s own establishments with the assistance of 
the evidence and informers supplied bv Major Stewart seems to 
be a matter of indifference which may be safelv left to be deter- 
mined by the parties concerned 

His Lordship considers it highly proper that the consent of 
tne Prince of the Countn,'^ should be obtained previous to the 
execution oi transportation of convicted Thugs and it certainly 
appears desirable that where the sentence may be imprisonment 
for a certain term of years the consent of the Native Government 
should be obtained to their being confined in some of our Jails in 
our own Territory This is the practice which has hitherto ob- 
tained at Saugor, and the prisoners convicted before Mr Smith 
have always been confined in our own Jails wherever they may 
happen to have been apprehended 


I have, etc , 


> 


Shimlah 


(Signed) W H MACNAGHTON, 

{ 

Secretary to the Govetnor-GeneraJ 


The 3tst Augifst 1S32 


SiinH 
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To 


Ajmer 


Sm 


Lieutenant Colonel A LOCKETT 

Supenntffndent and A^ent 
to the Governor General 

Ajmere 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the llfh instant enclosing cop> of one from Secretary Mr 
Macnaghten of the 23rd ultimo on the subject of the proceed 
mgs ot the Moonshec and Thug approvers at this place 

\ 2 The ooject of my despatches was to point out the 
objectionable metnod (at it appeared to me) pursued by this 
party of Thug Hunters m apprehending persons upon mere 
hearsay CMdence without receiving the defence of the parties 
apprehended and without arking or obtaining the sanction of 
the Local authonties I now leam I must confess with no 
little astoniihraent that however extraordinary the mea 
lures adopted ma> have been still they were both just and 
necessary because Thuggee cannot otherwise be checked In 
other words that the end sanctifies the means a doctrine wh ch 
I had erroneousl) supposed to have been long since exploded 
alike from morals as politics 

3 It IS stated in Mr Macnaghten t letter that the whole 
of Mr Luihingtms ^r^raent appears to be founded op the 
erroneous supposition that the a»»crtionB of the approvers con 
sPtuted the sum total of the cvide-^ce ad'^uce'ib'c against the 
Individuals apprehended I fancied indeed (if this be the erro- 
neous supposition adverted to) that t^e cuilt or mnocence of 
parties rested not on the quantity of evidence odduceabfc against 
them but on the quantit> actuallj adduced How was I to form 
an opinion as to the quanlit> of evidence adduccnbic against 
the parties'^ The quest on before me was I submit whether the 
evidence oddtiecd warmnted apprehension of them and the 
trausmttUii^ them in chains to Saiigor I considered on due 
deliberation that it was not sufBcicnt that t^crc was no reason 
wh> even this degree of punishment should be inflicted on the 
parties and m this op nion Government apocars to coincide 
at the fame time 1 referred the point to Mr Smith 

4 In another part of Mr Macnaghten • letter it is obsen 
cd that Here again he sccmi to confound the two processes of 
apprehension and conviction Witli all due deference I beg 
to submit that I did not so confound them nor did I sunnoie 
that an> Bnl ili OfScer would found a sentence of conviction 
upon such evidence I spoke not of tt'** pnrlics beinff convicted 
bv British Officers but bj llic Thug Murderers convicted that 
Is to sa> ^ftcr their fashion of conviction the good old fashion 
of Rhadam^nlhul As to what ma> Iiavc been the motives of 
the Thugs In accusing persons whose apprehension the> 
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touUl iKM i’' prot)! of puilt" I \\(»nl(l he;,' to n'^k whether 

th.cv tile) <»r (lie! not <o .irrtwt the lir.ihinin In nnmed Kuloo ! 

1 tl(> jmt prok"^ to Ki!o\\ titi .iti ttom^ of i I hue henri, hut 
tl iu LUiioud% mu' ft m ltd, !«>} who htit .i 1 iiti;,' would 

t(udh ,iiul w.mioid\ .i un‘-enh)t' 1 uKcer or irnNcllcr 

upon wito^c j'tr^-ou lie lu i\ oi mo not lind i few- pitc or ,i 
\\tirn out Dhoolccj^ 

5 1 .IU e'iik ih tt {h>\tru!)K‘nt whin tht\ kMicd ihctc in- 
Mriuiio •- !i,ui uoi heloit tiiiu no letter to Mr Sruilli on this 
<;uh]tvt )iu! (.ipt.iu Sittnnu t rtph ilurtio It w 11 he seen 
fr(‘m the letter tint I edkite* to tiul the Ih.thnun .ttul Sepnhee 
to S lUi'ot hid Mr Smith mtitu.ited hie dceirc to 
tiin tjtt'ei iu tcjile (Npt uu Slecn in (Incited the Moonelicc 
to Ih* dkiiiif'td hut ('\im‘H'd im wjeh to h.oe the persons 
irre'.led tu thew lerntorue io»w iriiid to hint hront Mr 
Mti iniditeu’*' letter I do not prtvieijs undersi uid whefliet the 
Citncrnor-deaenl ihmke the^^t perouv ouphl to h.ive hcen for- 
WTrded or not, hut 1 uii (old tint 1 *un rc'ponsihle fh.if fhe\ 
do not (dcii tluir e ..'.pt" I nunt own tint 1 do not perceive 
the jinliun <if tfin rtn.nK I In lUiuripoor Minitiers or 
r.iiher tiu ptt‘otn ."ho vtui hoi f(tr the pr^'Oiien m.i> he 
recpoieihle tor tlui.p .-hould iiie\ imiKe their en ipe hut wlij I 
.iin to he eon'-iiie.td d’rt^tk i f-jiomthle for the nets of these 
Pdiurtpoor ttihjeit*-, over wlioin I hi.e no iinn.ednte control 
.tnd with V horn I ini 'ptttillv lorhuldcn In the Government 
iivclf to interiere, n I i.nui (onfe-':, more, th.in I e.in compre- 
liend 'I he Bhurtpoor Muustcih ohjeeied to the tipprclicnsion 
of tile'll' persone uui '-uhrnitted to me the propr etv of nllowin;' 
them to he relen-ed on ^eturiiv uiven hv them Government 
nnv he of opinion tint 1 v .is wroii'd in .itteihru,' to this reque.st, 
if so, 1 must liineni this tiror of judi'ment on mv pnrt 

6 In toiuluMon, I hee to observe tint in the instructions 
of Ciovernment the possjhiljh of these persons liein;' innocent 
IS not so much us 'illnded to nor is the sil;jhfcs( notice tnken of 
the msult put upon the Bhurtpoor R.ij.di in .arresting one of his 
Scpnhccs without his knowlcdt'e or consent 'I'lie Gov'crnment 
mnv he of ojnmon tint i humih.ition of this sort is not felt by 
.! mtivc prince but I e.in nke upon me to .isscrt ihnt it was felt 
and dceplv too, .ind that it is not bv such measures as these that 
the lihurtooor (or nnv nat ve .luthoritics) will be induced to co- 
operate hcartilv in the supprcsoion of Thuj?;'ec 


I have, etc , 

(Sd) G T LUSHINGTON, 

Pokiical Agent 

Political Agency, 

The 16th hdy 1832. 


Uhnrntpur 


IJli.iratpur 


Bhnratpur 


Bhnratpur 


Bhnratpur 
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Jubbulporc DivtsiOn Supplementary Records C F No 4183 
{Thuggy Department) 

No 1356 

Report on the Sessions of 1831 32 


To 


GEORGE SWINTON Esquire 

Chef Secretary to Govemmaii 

Political Department 

Fori Wilham 

Jubbulporc the 20th June 1832 
Sir 

The Iflbonou* duitet of the Seationi held b> rae at Saugor 
ir the Political Department in the monthi of December Iwl 
January and February 1832 having now terminated by the 
deipatch on the 18th instant of the last or 26th tnal of TTiugi 
the Government wiH naturalfy eipect from me a report on 
the proceeding! the mode adopted to arreat and bring to juftice 
the numeroui gangs of nrofectional murderers nho have lo long 
infested and desolated India and the opinions and conclusions 
formed on a deliberate and cautious cons deration in the course 
of this eiteoiive and comprehensive duty of the habits customs 
and raaoneri of thts ertraonfinarj and sanguinary clast of 
people 

2 ObserratiOm antecedent to the sessions of 1S31 32 — It 
16 not ray intention to trace the ongm rise and progress of the 
confederacy of Thugs or lo trouble the Government with an\ 
ipeculat ons re^rding this class of people prior to their expuf 
lion from the Purgunnah of Sindouic it will be sufficient here 
0 state that the curse of Thuggyiim has been satiifactonly prov 
ed in ra> opinion to have been introduced into India b> the 
first Mahommedon Conaucrors The Thugs arc distinctly as- 
certained to have existed in ^eat numbers in the reign of 
Akbar the Great no lets than 500 having been executed m the 
Etawah province b> that Emperor and thej arc known to have 
been for centuries living ond exercising their horrid avocation 
in every part of India from the Sutledgc to Cape Comorin 

3 / urHc jrOjn memory /loriiig no memorandum of the 
Sindousc campaign ^During the carl> part of the British domi 
nion in the Doao the ravages of the ihugv appear to have in 
created to such an intoIcrab'». degree that in 1812 or 1813 the 
Government deputed that active and intelligent officer Mr 
N I Halhead to attack their headquarters in the Purgunnah 
of Sindousc Vkhich being situated on the right bank of the 
Jumna opposite to Eatwah and consisting cntirel> of ravines 
and inaccessible fastnesses formed a suitable and until then a safe 
retreat to the gangs to leave their families In during their 
periodical exp^itlons and to pass the rainv season and to 



105 


deposit and dispose of the plundei acquired during their exten- 
sive excursions all over India The extent to which they 
carried their depredations may be appreciated by a perusal ol 
Syed Ameer Alee’s narrative transmitted to Government on 
the 29th May 1832 It will be here sufficient to state that he 
was present at 150 cases of murder wherein 719 people were kill- 
ed and robbed of 67,000 Rupees m hard cash and property esti- 
mated at 1,50,000 Rupees besides property which cannot be 
valued 

[Almost all the Thugs north of the Nerbudda and west of the Ganges trace 

their origin to ttvelve \illages of the Purgunnah of Smdouse, 2 Mermal, 3 Bindooa, 4 

Cliooreepoora, 5 IChore, 6 Puhul, 7 Puruase, 8 Sursal, 9 Gureea first held by the 

Kuchwaha Rajpoots, 10 Gurtha, II Anhutta, 12 Puseea. Two more were added 

to the 1 2 before the final emigration, namely, 1 3 Gurheea, 1 4 Gurhea ] 

« 

4 That officer carried fire and sword into this small 
Purgunnah, and entirel> dro\c away its predatory inhabitants, 
who were in consequence, dispersed m every direction, where 
they could find refuge from the pelting of the storm, but the 
principal portion, who escaped the sword or the Gallows took 
refuge in the Bundelkhund States of Jhansee, Dutteea, Tehree 
and Jhalone and m the neighbouring provinces of the Semdeah 

5 It is to me, extreme!) doubtful whether by this disper- 
sion of the Thug headquarters we performed any real benefit to 
India The hlou, severe at the time, if it had been properly 
followed up might have annihilated the gangs, but whether 
objections of a political nature prevented the adoption of effec- 
tual measures for that purpose being undertaken or not, it is 
certain the British Government of the time was satisfied with 
the local though great exertions of Messrs Perry, Rockwell and 
Halhead at Etawah and of Mr William E Wright at the 
Madras Presidency and took no general and comprehensive 
measures which, alone, could have broken up a confederacy so 
extensive and of such long standing 

6 The Nepaul, the Pindaree and the Marhatta wars ol 
1814, 1815, 1816 and 1817, ensued immediately after their disper- 
sion into foreign lands, and these formidable gangs, the more 
formidable from the secrecy of their acts, and the general ignor- 
ance almost of their existence by the public at large, gradually 
recovered strength , till in the end of 1817 they were found in 
Mal'wah, m as strong numbers, and as daring in their acts, as 
ever (See the seventeenth or Uharrah Case ) 

7 The general peace which followed the termination of 
the Marhatta War, opened the road to commerce, all over the 
Peninsula, and the monopoly of opium, at that period estab- 
lished in the province of Malwah by the British Government 
still further invigorated the drooping commerce of Central 
India 

8 The state of Central India and Rajpootana during the 
existence of the Pindaree power was singularly favourable to 
the growth of freebooters Travellers were compelled to go in 
large bodies for the sake of protection, and the Thugs could, 
under the same pretence, assemble in numerous gangs without 
suspicion falling on them At the termination of the Pindaree 
War, and subsequently, the fear of the Thugs led to the same 

16 ’ 


Bundelkhana 
Jhansj Data 


Malwa 


Rajputana 
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^ult and travcllertj from ignorance and by the wilei of the 
IhugB, repeatedly joined gangs under the firm belief ihat 
their lafetv was thereby ensured they thus, of their own accord 
fell into the jaws of the destroyer when they considered them 
selves most safe from harm 

9 The monopoly of opium and the annually increaiing 
flouriihing condition of Malwah occasioned an export which 
required returns to repay it far exceeding the natural limit^ 
wants of the Province the imports therefore were by no 
means adequate to pa> for the produce exported to other coun 
tnei The monied men were b> these circumstances induced 
to make remittances from the Bombay Presidency in Jewels 
Dollars Gold mohun and other returns of a portable valuable 
and not bulky nature which were generally sent under charge 
of Rokeriai or Treasure Gamers who by forced marches and 
by various disguises more or less successfully attempted to es- 
cape the Lvnx Eyes of the Mgilant and watchful Tnugt but 
often by their negligence they allowed their secret calling to 
transpire and the result infallibly ended m the death of the 
carriers and robbery of the treasure It is incalculable the loss 
snitained to the commerce of the Country by these dreadful 
calamities which have befallen the Bankers and Monied Interests 
of Bombay the Deccan and of Central India through the initm 
mentality of these freebooters 

10 By the pacification of India the armies of the Madras 
and Bombay Governments were brought in contact with the 
frontiers of the Bengal Presidency and numerous recruits were 
obtained from the Gangctic Provinces to their armies The men 
of those Provinces arc notoriously much more attached to their 
homes, than their brethren of the Sister Presidencies and the 
roads oemg no longer shut up by open and avowed enemies 
and the secret dangers being either unknown or despised by 
them numbers cveo >c3r nave taken furlough and returned 
towards Hindoostan with their small savings about their persons 
These sepoys the Thugs always marked as their own and next 
to the Treasure Carriers the murder and robbery of these faith 
ful servants of Government was their favourite occupation 
Tramed to danger and confident in their own itrcnj^n and 
courage they arc casilv misled bv the wily and submissive con 
duct of the aolc and intelligent Thug leaders who arc from their 
infancy practised in the wiles and deceits requisite to deceive and 
allure travellers to their destruction The approvers have often 
told Captain Sleemao that the reason why they choose the Native 
Officers and Sepoys of our Armlet in praerence to other 
travellers it that they commonly cany more money and other 
valuable articles of property about their persons and are from 
their arras their strength, self-confidence and haughty bearing 
more easily deceived by the feigned humility and rcsncct of the 
TTiugs and led oil the high roads into jungly and solitary sltua 
tions previously selected where they are easily murdered and 
their bodies disposed of Thus the very features of the character 
ol this class of men which to an ordinary observer would appear 
to be conducive to their safety in travelling prove their bane 
and facilitate their destruction 
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11 Failing these two descriptions of prey, the Thugs des- 
troy the Kawrrutta, the Pilgrim, the solitary traveller, and when 
opportunity occurs the rich and wealthy In this way, the rela- 
tion of the late Nawab Ghuffoorkhan, and numerous Moonshees 
and other respectable persons have fallen victims to these mis- 
creants’ love of plunder 

12 They decline murdering the Chuprassies of Govern- 
ment except undei peculiar circumstances as they dread the in- 
quiry which might result The gang who murdered the Insur- 
ance Peon in the 11th trial, were at the time starving or they 
would not have touched him They also seldom meddle with 
Europeans for the same reason It was only after many years 
of success that they ventured about three years ago, to murder 
near Banda, an Invalid Serjeant In 1823, thev deliberated pre- 
vious to murdering the Moonshee at Lucknadown, whether they Lakhnadon. 
should destroy tv^o Officers passing the Dak , but the question 

was negatived, first because the sahehlog seldom carry valuables 
with them m Dak trips, second because they always carrj’^ Pistols, 
third because their destruction would draw too much publicity 
on their proceedings I have no doubt these scruples would 
have soon vanished if the Government had not taken the most 
decisive steps to check their audacious career of blood, slaughter 
and pillage 

13 From 1820, large gangs infested every part of Central •Chow^at and 
India, and the vallej of the Nerbudda did not obtain a respite 

from their ravages until the arrest of one gang in 1820^, and 

another m 1823t, turned the current in another direction fLukhnadon 


14 From that t me till the end of 1820, the only modes 
adopted to check their audacity were of a local and precau- 
tionary nature, but about this time, and at the commencement 
of 1830, events took place which attracted the most serious 
attention and notice of the Government The atrocities brought 
to light m the ti'ial o<^ the large gang arrested by Captain Borth- 
wick followed up sc shortly afterwards by the trial and execution 

of the Bhelsa gang proved to demonstration that unless the war (See Mr Svmton’s 
could be carried into the Enemy’s Country the abominations of — 
and nuisances with which the country was filled could not be ha\e'^becn penne^d 
extirpated or abated About this time also an anonymous letter by Captam 

printed m the lournals at Calcutta attracted universal notice, Sleeman ) 
and had its due share in rousing the attention of the functionaries 
of Government to the imperative necessity of exterminating the 
gangs of Thugs 

15 I had no sooner mined the Agency"^, than I foresaw the ®rcb-irw 183 
nece<^sitv of abandoning the temporizing and precautionary 

manner of proceeding, and of ad ipting a combined and united 
effort all over India, to rid the country of a "^et of professional 
murderers who had hitherto set at defiance everj' well meant, 
but isolated effort to restrain them, and I was therefore induced 
at an early period to solicit the permission of Government, to 
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place before them a plan for that purpote It Ii eatiifactory to re 
fleet that an order to that purpose to my addrett left your 
office about the lame time that ray addna* left Jubbulpoor a 
luro proof of the unanimit\ of feeling which existed at that 
penod on the subject 

16 After mature deliberation and in concert with Captain 
Sleeman I proposed a plan which accompanied the trial of the 
prisoners accused of the Lucknadown murders which met with 
the approbation of Government The departure of Mr Fraser 
to the Hills on sick certificate enabled me to station Captain 
Sleeman an officer better acquainted with the habits haunts 
and history of those people than an> other in India, at that 
central position Saugor. from which place he could watch 
follow up and arrest the gangs on their departure or return to 
their homes in Bundelkhund From that penod the arrest of 
Thugs has been prosecuted with the greatest vigour and success 
and a blow has been struck which onl^ requires to be followed 
up for a few jears to complete the nun of the confederacy and 

f irevent the pOMibilit> of a resurrection I will not conceal 
rom Government that the Functionanes of the Bnttih Gov 
ernment particular^ id the Doab are not sufficiently^ alive to 
the wasting devastation and widespread misery occasioned by 
these pests of society h therto our provinces have been com 
paratively speaking free from the ravages of the Thun but the 
operat ons of the last two >ears in Central India nave now 
dnven numerous bodies into the Company s provinces and the 
murders though unknown *o the Magistrates which have taken 
and which will take place ore enough to freeie the blood with 
horror The indignation of the authontles must be roused by 
a publication of the several narratives of approvers furniihed 
by me to you and their real must be excitea by the express 
commands of Government all cants all jealousy of interference 
and all desire of individual benefit must be sacrificed at the 
shrine of a public duty han which I know of none, of a more 
emergent nature that can be entrusted to men of honour or 
feeling namely the duty of protecting our willing and faithful 
subjects from the horrors of secret murder and robbery 

17 The arrest of one of their most Influential leaders 
tcringcca alias Deokcenundun aVas Doorgapurshad Wve the 
first impulse by enabling us to arrest a number of Thugs In 
Bundelkhund from among whom Golndahi of approved Intel 
ligencc and ability have been selected from that penod, arrrtts 
continued to take place nil 1 arrived at Saugor in Uecember 1831 
to hold the extraordmorv Sessions for the trial of such Thugs 
as had been commuted b} Captain Sleeman for trial 

18 Twcntp-fix trials of Thugs took place dunng 
Sessions for crimes committed in the years noted below The 
result has been as follows — ^345 pnionert have been tried 
though from man> having been more than once tned I have 
had the same trouble ns if 847 Prisoners had been arraigned 
338 persons have been proved to have been murdered by the 
Pnioncn at the Bar be Ides Innumerable others not judiaouily 
in proof of whom the names of ^ have been ascertained J36 
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of the bodic'! hnve been disintcred and inquests held on them 
The plunder has been immense, but it has been found impossible 
to sum it up — 

()h<iCTX'altou\ on llic Session^ 

1817 A D — 2 cases, 17th and 19th trials 

1819 A 1) — 1 case, 22nd Inal 

1820 A D — 1 cases, 18th, 20th, 21st and 25th trials 

1828 A O —1 case, 10th trial 

1826 A D — 1 ease, 5th Inal 

1827 A D — 2 eases, 4th and 6th trials 

1828 A D — 4 cases, 7tli, 8th, 16th and 23rd trials 

1829 A n — 1 ca'-es, 3rd, 9th, llth and 26th trials 

1829- 30 A D —1 case, 13th trial 

1830 A D — 3 cases, I2th, 15th and 24lh trials 

1830- 31 A 0 — 3 cases, 1st, 2nd and 14th trials 

19 The pri‘'Oners hn\e been thus disposed of — 

12 Pardoned 

111 Sentenced to death 

167 To transportation for life 

32 To imprisonment for life 
8 Released on security 
2 Released without security 

13 Died subsequent to tri il 

The proportion of prisoners, of Hindoos and Moosulman, are 
470 of the former, and 377 of the latter, 55 prisoners died before 
their trials came on— a list of them is g’vcn below — 

Rhe\me Khan, Shaikh Lall a/ws Saljoo, Toolsec, son of 
Omcr, Iluhora, Narain, Bhowannee lhat, Imam- 
buksh, Indhur, Rummi, Nuggooa Mussalman, 

Kurruck Sam alias Nuggoo, Rujjolce, Punum Sookh 
Lodhcc, Gunesh, Bhugwan, Mohun, Kalee Khan, 

Bishun, Budhoo alias Badul, Buksah Jemadar, 

Cheyn, Sheikh Adhar, Bhowanee, Gopee, Ti 3 ]oola 
alias Tejja, Jychund, Molooa, Nynsook, Kanjoo, 

Panooa, Omurkhan alias Saabutkhan, Hoolea 
Mussumat, Molooa, Kehree, Mungul alias Omrao, 

Jumai, Hormut Khan alias Busson Khan, Chotee, 

Sheikh Golab, Omeyda Mussumat, Molooa Lodhee, 

Emam Khan, Gungadeen, Tildke Ghasee, Gunesh, 

Luchmun, Buduloo, Chuttur Mussulman, Khandee 
Lodhee, Aman, son of Ghasee, Manick, son of 
Muckolay, Chotee, Jowahir, son of Kohman and 
Ryhemee 

20 The senes commences with No 17 or Dhurrah Mur- 
ders which occurred m 1817 It is remarkable tor the for- 
midable number of the gangs, their audacity and the cunning 
with which they were enabled to beguile and lead to their net 
people of the better and educated classes 

21 In 1820 E E the Thugs mustered extremely strong and 
appear to have selected the valley of the Nerbudda and the ^ . 

Deccan for the’r incursions that season An immense gang after trial 8th 

a progress through the Deccan arrived at Kamptee* near Nagpore, jhansee Ghai] 
and murdered three men who were in charge of Mushuroo on Tml 


no 


f January they then followed 17 penons all 
and Juobulpoor dutncfs and on the 2nd of 


Seon! Jubbulpore throu^fh the Seonee and Jubbulpoor dutncfs and on the 2nd of 
February they murdered them at Beseynee m the Punnah 
Jageer They then retraced their steps towards the valley to 
jlamL. Gurra Ghaut whence they proceeded to Jhaniee Ghaut on the 

Nerbudda, where they stranclcd nine persons four of whom were 
Treasure Camera on the Ifkh March 1820 They then went to 
Bygunya (towards Hoshangabad) where they divided One 
Party under Aialut and Alee Khan Jemadars murdered five men 
20th or Chooihut of the Brazier caste about the 15th March the other under 
■nd Aumw tmL) KuIIean murdered 6vc •epoj's near Hutwass about the 2Cflh 
March Both parties then joined at the appointed rendezvous 
Seonee Zillah Hoshanj^bad where 66 of them were arrested 
on the 25th March 1820 The rest of the gang took to flight and 
AmrmotL went to OmrowUe I should here state that when at Ksmptec a 

portion of the gang separated at they refused to follow up the 11 
people who were murdered at Beseynee from a superstitious 
notion that the> would lotc their limbs if they killed a man 
AmrtotL who had been deprived of an arm To return, at Omrowfee 

the diipened members joined the gang which nad separated at 
Kamptee and they then returning towards Hmdoostan via the 
Nerbudda Terntones strangled 19 persons at Chuppara m the 
end of Hence thej marched to Gurra Ghaut where 

Buddun Siag and others were arrested It mil be obierved that 
the prisoners of these four gangs were ramifications from one 
immense gang of Thugs who appear to have possessed the ablest 
leaders a rvitem of regular tactics with a power of combination 
peculiar to these able and blood thintv men 


22 We now arrive at the period when the Treasure Parties 
from Bombay aud Oraraotec to Indore suffered to sexerely with 
such destruction of I fe extending from 1826 to 1829 as noted 
fiefow — 

1826 — Chowpara or Mh trial— Treasure robbed \alued at 
Rupees 25 000 

1827 — The Dhoolea and Malcdnon or 6th Inal — Treasure 
robbed valued ot Rupees 22 0(X) 

1828 — The Dhorcckote or 7th Case — Property cost Rupees 
12 000 The Bun\oha Chaut or 8th case — Property 
robbed Rupees 40 000"S2 0(X) 

1829 — The Dhorcc or 9th tnal — Propert> robbed Rupees 
72 300 Total In four years Rupees I 71 300 

See ray letter dated 19th May 1832 altogether estimated 
to exceed n lar 

B«ro(U. 23 Jn 1830-31 the Jcyporc or 14th and the two Buroda 

trials or first and second bring up the senes to n conclusion 

24 The other trials not alluded to m this brief cxplanajtlon 
ncre unconnected cases of Thuggee y.nlrh m ght probably have 
been traced to particular gang if had had more perfect Infor 
mation probably the ne’-t Sessions will furnish the information 
and fill up the hlatuf For a full ciplamtion of the whoh serici 
1 beg to refer to the statement in ihc Appendix marked B 
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25 The coudticf oj Bchotcc T.a} Gomashta to Dhunia} 
Seth and Polthui muL — I formerly in nu despatch of the 5th 
April ItiSO, drew the .ittention of Govcinment, to the mis- 
conduct of the Gom Jshia of the Bankers who had suffered so 
sc\erel\ In ^our repK of tlie ‘1th Auaust 1830, the sanction 
of Go\cinmcnt to the arrest of Beharce Ball was sit?nified, but 
ns yet he has not been sent to Sau^or 

26 'I he late trials and parficularl\ tlie 8th li.ive afforded a 
clear msiahl into the malpractices of the firm, wlio have, by 
abettine the Times ind piocurine their release on mortgaeine 
their future Cainv to them, ohi lined the rcstoiation of upwards 
of 20,000 Rupees of which not abo\c 2,000 Rupees were even 
their own propertv 

27 It appeirs (hat as soon .is (he\ obtained information of 
the Bunoaha Ghaut or 8th affair, (he\ procured from the 
British Res dent at Indore letters to the Aeenf to the Governor- 
Geiier.ii in Bundeikhund, and to ihe Resident .it Gwcilior and 
some Ilurk.iras (c; assist m sci/im' the murderers and with this 
aid, thc\ secured several of the principal Thug leaders They 
w’ere first taken to the Agent to the Governor-General at 
Humeerpoor, wdio tr.insfcricd them to the Resident at Indore 
who returned them hack to Mumeerporc, wdience they w’ere made 
over to the Bundeikhund Chieftains, in whose juri'diction they 
resided with orders to them to make good to these merchants 
the mone\ the\ h.id lost I he Chiefs instead of paying cash, 
gave up to the Agent'- of the Bankers tlie Thugs, at a valuation, 
and on condition th it the\ would rcp.iv 12 annas in the Rupee 
of the plunder thc\ had shared, wdio released them all Tlie 
Agents have ever since been employed in collecting from these 
common enemies of m inkind portions of the booty which thev 
had formerly acquired and what they have since been able to 
.icquirc The bankers seem to hav^c established at Aulunpore, a 
tribunal where thev bind and loose at their discretion all the 
Thugs, they can get hold of without check or control from the 
Ruler of the country 

28 The inconsistent bandying about of the prisoners from 
one distant jurisdict on to another and the fatal measure of sell- 
ing the Thugs to the Seths cannot but have proved highly inju- 
rious, and the mischief which has been thus sanctioned or 
connived at, is most serious and lamentable Without intend- 
ing it, and with the smeerest desire to render strict justice, the 
British authorities in a manner have made themselves accessories 
to the subsequent Thuggees, which the liberated Thugs commit- 
ted to pay for their ransom 

29 A retrospect of the mistakes and errors of the Func- 
tionaries of Gov'ernment at all times most painful, and some- 
times improper, can only now be of use to enable us to apply 
a remedy to the evils which h.ive arisen from those causes The 
banking firm must not only be prevented from trading m the 
blood and treasure of the travellers, all over India, but should, 
I submit, be punished as accomplices to the Thugs, they have 
employed I shall close this subject by transcribing the senti- 
ments Captain Sleeman has placed on record with regard to 
the misconduct of these Bankers 
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Captain Sleeman s letter dated 12th April 1832— I 
cannot orait thii opportunity of itating that I coimder it 
«ientiall} necewary to the succen of thii or of any other plan 
for the iuppreiiion of thu horrid lygtem of murder, that we 
Ainr»od. ihould prevent Dhunraj Seith the great Banker of Omraotee 

or any of hiB partnen gr numeroui agent! from having commu 
mention with the Thugg leized for in their attempt! to indem 
nify themielvet for the losses they have lustained they have 
[atcertained] accustomed themselves to profit b> their raurden 
to effect their release b> bnberj corniptionj intrigue or lohci 
tation from all the Native Princei and Cniefs in whose dominion! 
they have found them imprisoned and to !ena them again upon 
the roads with advances of moae> for submtence till fresh mur 
den have brought them fresh stores for division and had their 
attempts not been providentia!l> checked by our operation! I 
declare before God that I believe this House would have become 
the great Capitahsts and patroni of murder from Lahore to 
Cape Comorin and that Ine price of blood would have flow^ 
into their coffers from ever> road throughout this cnormou! 
Empire Whenever a few Thugs are to be found they btVe 
their agents emplo>ed and I have been repeatedly urg^ since 
I came to haugor to permit a branch of thu House to be eitab 
liihed ostensibly for commercial purposes in thii Town where 
thev have had an agent ever since 1 began operation! against 
the Thugs but I have always refused with the open declaration 
that I believe the sole object of such an establishment would 
be the prospect of profit from the impunity and more extensive 
employment of murderers I am eveiw wy in the habits of 
hearing young men acknowledge that they follow this trade of 
murder in the services of the vcr> wretches who the> know 
murdered the r parents while they were yet infants on their 
bosoms and when asked how they could do so after they had 
discovered that their fathers and mothers were put to death by 
them their onlv answer has been invariably that their habits 
had been formed before the discover) was made and that it is 
difficult to change ones occupations and associates in life »o 
it IS with th I great banking establishment thc> began with an 
attempt to recover lost propert) and they will go on from 
mere habit to speculate in the trade of murder if not prevented 
by our continued watchfulneu 

30 Having thus described the result of the Setsionj it 
will be satisfactory to Government no doubt to be informed 
of first the nature of the evidence on which the Prisoners hinc 
been condemned and second the method adopted in holding 
the tnals and in preparing them for the perusal of Govemraenl 

first — The nature of the cvfdcrtce on vhfeh the prisoners 
have been condemned — The murders have been very satisfflc 
torilj proved b\ collateral and circumstantial evidence uncon 
nected with the approvers who arc necesiani) Thugs and the 
accomplices of the Prisoners m the murders in question the 
disinterment of the bodies of murdered people the recognition 
of plunder^ propert} found on Prisoners The confession of 
some prisoners and man) other evidences of a similar kind 
have left no doubt as to the fact that the murders had been com 
milted but to prove the guilt of individuals the evidence dt 
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their accomplices m guilt could alone be procured The 
secrecy with which Thugs act, and thcr precaution of never 
rojbbing tm individual till they first kill and bury him, render 
the attainment of any other evidence impossible Such evi- 
dence, however, ought onI> to be received and credited with 
every precaution and reserve; and in this respect we have not 
been wanting m our duty 

^31 In the preliminary process of arrest the following pre- 
cautions have always been adopted — First, the Approvers are 
examined separately respecting their whole life in the course 
of the narrative of which they pointed out the murders at which 
they were present They arc then made to descend to particu- 
lars in each case and to state the names of the Thugs who were 
present at each murder The names of the Thugs are then in- 
serted in a Register with the evidence of each approver annexed The form 
The approvers are then sent under guards to poipt out the Register m t 
Thiigs at their homes or on the roads, whom they have already 
denounced and the euards are ordered most strictly to seize no 
man who is not named in the list furnished to them, to release 
no man once seized b\ them till the\ ha\e brought them before 
the authorities of the district, to lea\e it to ‘such local author- 
ities to retain, release or make over to them, to be brought to 
Saugor and never to allow the Approvers to go out of their 
sight 

32 There 's not much chance I submit, of innocent 
people being injured by ‘^uch cautious proceedings, but should 
any innocent individuals be brought to Saugor, their innocence 
at the trial can hardlv fail to be made manifest 

33 The Principal Approvers emplo\ed are either of old 
emigrants from the twelve villages in Smdousc, described in a 
former part of this report, or their sons who have followed the 
tr^de of their ancestors who not onlv know each other well, 

Fut are acquainted with each other’s adopted sons and disciples 
They have led to the seizure and arrest of each other’s dearest 
connections and friends in so manv instances that the deadliest 
enmity exists bet^veen them and i^uch a spirit of hatred against 
each other is entertained that no event can be kept secret from 
us When, therefore, these bitter enemies join in their evi- 
dence against a man, there can be little fear of being deceived 

34 I have annexed to the Appendix a list of the approvers Sec D 
who have given evidence in thece trials, with an account of the 
factions into which the\ are split 

35 It will be also remarked that many of the approvers 
were formerly Jemadars of Thugs and headed large Confedera- 
cies the cause of this is obyious, thcv alone know the ramifica- 
tions of the confederacies and can alone point out the Majority 
of Thugs We require the ablest men to assist us, and the 
Chiefs alone come up to that character, it is wonderful the 
memor\ the\ po=ses« and the ablllt^ the\ dlspla^ 

36 SciOnd — T^U’ method ndopied in hojdiui! the TnciU 
and ni preparmv them for the peru^aJ of Governnu nf — I have 
endeavoured to follow the ‘■\^tem adopted b\ the Courts of Cir- 
cuit as far as possible in the trial of the Prisoners, but to avoid 

17 
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M much ai pouible, any combination of approveri to con 
i5™r> obnoxiou* (o a particular wifne** I afwaya made 

the rriioner who wa« to be idehtified itand up merely men 
tionmg hii number to the Nazir but not hi« name and directed 
the approver* to name him The trial being finiificd the 
paper* made over to my Awirtant Mr wilion to trani 
late ^hich performed the sentence* had to be drawn out m 
£>nghifa a talk the magnitude of which may be conceived 
when I itate that I had 847 lentence* all of more than one pa« 
to prepare Six month* unreroitted labour brought thi* ardo 
ou* task to a completion 

Qodng obiWT*. 37 The ability diiplavcd by the Thug approver* I ihall 
dba. take thia opportunity of bringing to notice, by injcrting an 

extract from a letter addres»ed by Captain Sleeman under date 
the Uth instant to the Honourable Mr Cavenduh 

Extract jrom Captain Sleeman s letter to the Hon hie 
Mr Cavendtsh doted JHh June 1S32 

Paragraph 5 — Under theie circumBtance* it it on the 
Sovereign* of great state* their Minliter* and the Bntith 
Reiidenti at their Court* alone that we can depend for sup- 
port and unle«8 we can imprcai them with a full conviction 
that none but profeaied murderer* can possibly *offcr anything 
but a temporary restraint it it impouible to expect from them 
that aid and aitiitaoce [in the pursuit of] which we hod to 
indiipensably necessary It wai only about two months ago 
that a party of mine pointed out ai a notorious Thug a non 
comm saioned officer who wa* lupenntendlng the drill of 
joldier* in the very Court Yard of Hii Highne** the Holkar 
to the great astonishment of the Court he was instantly secur 
cd and soon after acknowledged that dunng the whole twent) 
yean that he had been a Scoahee m the Service of the Honor 
able Com^ny or that of different Native Chief*, he hod been 
himself a Thug or in league with the gang* that pat M annually 
up and down the Country and that there was not a Thug of any 
note in the H\derabad Terntone* In those of Sendee Holkar 
Bnnhd*Ik*nit and the Bundelkhund States with whom he had not m that 
lime become pertonally acquainted 

Paragraph 6 — One of the men who has now as a boon rc- 
cci\ed the promise of cxem'^tion from the punlihmcnt of death 
and transportation be>ond Seat for all past murders with the 
asiuntnce that he to be impr]toncd for life. Fcringeea alios 
Deokce Dundiin was in the scn-icc of Sir Da\4d Ochterlony for 
four yean up to the time of his death though his family had 
been TTiug* for »e\cntccn generations and he had himtcl! been 
a leader of Thugs for more than fen vear* before he entered his 
lervicc which he did merely to be a tlccp^ng partner for a time 
and to become more perfect in the act of amiming characters 
and dcccl^^ng victims 

Paragraph 7 — ' Others who arc now here and have been con 
\ncfed upon the most imquc^tionfible cildence and their own 
confetsiont of leading pang* of Thugs and of having been from 
their youth up cngagM in annual expeditions through distant 
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provinces were found reading their scriptures to admiring 
villagers and pointed out as murderers to the astonished Local 
Officers who indignantly declared that they were the most pious 
and amiable of men and had been known never to leave home, 
except to pa> their dc\otionb once a year to distant shrines and 
holy places ' The notorious Heeia Jemadar one of the leaders 
in the Indore Gang for whose apprehension Government offer- 
ed in October 1829, a rewaid of one Thousand Rupees, was by 
a parly of mine found only a fe^\ da>s ago innocently employed 
in the pursuit of agriculture, under the name of Kalee Khan, 
in the village of Bendha in Gwalior, and given up by the local 
authority when he thought it idle any longer to conceal his real 
name and character seeing Ins old associates around him and 
knowing that his tw'o brothers and almost all his other male 
relations w^ere in mv custodv at Saugor Rambuksh, another 
notorious leader, for whose apprehension Government has 
offered a reward of five hundred rupees was lately discovered 
by another party of mine m orderly attendance, upon one of 
the family of the Guicwvar Raia m the city of Baroda ” 

Paragraph 8 — “To wnn the confidence, favour and affection 
of men, is the ebusiness of their lives from infancy of old age; 
and they frequently enter the service of Native Chiefs and men 
high in office, to secure their intercession in time of neeT, and 
to collect Purw'anahs and other official documents to carry with 
them and lend to their friends in their distant expeditions 
Indeed there are few leaders among them that have not been, 
some portion of their lives, in the service of great men, 
European or Native, and it is a fact worth recording that one 
of the leaders about to suffer death at Saugor w'as admitted an 
approver by the late Mr Malony, remained in orderly atten- 
dance upon the officer in charge of the Jubulpoor district, 
went on an expedition to Baroda at the head of a gang, during 
a short leave of absence, to visit lus family in Gwalior and per- 
petrated the murders for wffiich he has now been sentenced ” 

38 First — Terms of pardon granted to approvers — ^The 
terms of pardon granted to appro\ers are exemptmn from the 
punishment of death, and from transportation for life No 
hopes* of future freedom or release from Jails are held out and 
indeed, the more intimately acquainted I become with the 
characters, induration of heart and perversion of intellect of the 
Thugs, the more deep becomes the impression of the impossi- 
bility of a Thug abandoning the profession We have taken in 
writing numerous narratives of the lives and exploits of the 
pardoned Thugs , more or less interesting and detailed, affording, 
in the majority of instances, internal and intrinsic evidence, of 
the veracity, credibility and uncommon powers of mind and 
memory of the deponents The constant recollection of one fact 
alone, may serve to make them cautious, not to suppress, the 
mention of any crimes at which they were present, namely, that 
they are well assured, that sentence of death, will infallibly 
follbw their conviction of having been engaged m any expedition 
or murder not metnioned in the Narratives 

' 39 The Rules by which the sentences of the pri'foners have 

been' adjusted — ^The sentences have been passed in concurrence 
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^ith the \iewt of Government as detailed in Mr Chief SeertWrv 
Swinton t dcMpatch of the 2nd of Apnl 1831 namely— ' 

— E'cry aduh person convicted of being a Thyg by 
profewion and pretent at the perpetration of 
Murder b> a gang though not per»onaTl> anlrtlng— 
leotenced to traniportation for life 
Secoftd — Every Jemadar or leader of Thugi» every Ron 
away Approver who may have sub$equently return 
ed to hiB old course e\er> servant of Government 
or who h-^d former!) been such have been sentenced 
to death 


Third — All persons con\icted of being professional Thugi 
or present as Bo>s or for the first time at a marder 
sentenced to impnionment for life or for gueb 
period OB if nm be deemed unsafe to release them 
on tecarm 


40 There will be upwards of 160 pnioncrs to be sent to the 
Presidenc) next cold xxeafher An e$cort of at /cast a cotaptny 
will be sent with them to Mirzapore but it will be requisite for 
the Government to issue orders to the Magistrate at Mirtjport 
to prepare boats etc on m> rcouis fion nnd to the Commanding 
Omcers at that station and all tne wa> to Calcutta to furnish the 
necessary rscorts otherwise the prisoners will assuredly break 
loose 


41 OhsCrvuft^ns on the progress made since the — 

Our progress in the great work iince the termination of the 
besilons hns been ntisfnctor^ We have rvept the roads with 
detachments as far ns Barooo to the South West and Bundel 
khund In the North West and m a circle all through Rajpootana 
Agra the Doab and Bundelkhund whcrcbv the lives and pro- 
per/? of man} fraieJIers and more especja/l? of our faMuI 
Sepoys of the Sister Presidenae have been preserved A plan 
has been matured for the arrest of the numerous gangs of the 
Thugs nho reside m the Hyderabad Territories and the Cam 
paign has there been opened with much lucccii and with the 
most commendable 2 cal b> all the British Officers m that part 
of the CounIn headed b) that able and zealous Officer Major 
Stewart, the Resident A list of ISO of the principal and most 
influential Thucfs m the Deccan has been transmitted to Major 
Stewart and some verv smart iDtcUigcnt ApproNcrs have bwn 
»cnt to him to point out the Thugs who possets information 
up to within a fortnight of their leavnng Chhmdwarah last 
month One of them was there arrested on hit wfl> home from 
an expedition to the South and mother at Indore onU a 
month before He was rent off and had up to that time been 
m close communication with them 

43 In the Doab t/«ough we have not been at tua.ettfut 
as we miglit lia'c been still we ha\c done good service In the 
cause of humanity and I trust wo have roused the indignation of 
the British runctlonanes o;rainst these horrible murderers 
which vail ensure their future cordial aid nnd assistance Some 
steps on tho part of the Government arc however, rcqulrt\J to 
open ihdr eves entirely to the dreadful scenes dally acted and 
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Kiill ic!ing in ihoir vicinu\, without their knowledge, or even 
<iUspicion, of such which enn only be done, by pub- 

Iicntior, wind’ will Inv bnro the sv-^icni of Thuggee in its blackest 
colours 

44 W'c iuot .ilrc.uK secured .1 number of prisoners about 
Mynpfiorcc .tnd Imnuckibad, who will afford us excellent 
opportunities of proceeding to extremities with the Thugs of 
the Do.ib and Lucknow next seison, should Government 
deem our exertions in those quarters necessary or expedient 

45 1 h.ne ciuulated to ill the Magistrates of the Upper 
Provinte«. lots ol 1f>l '1 hugs known to be at large in the constant 
practice of their iwofession in the Doab with every information 
respecting their c il designations, hut, as 4 hugs alwn^s possess 
numerous names, it will lie found alwa\s difiicult, and generally 
impossible to secure them without the assistance of accomplices 
who can tr.iec md iccogni/e them through all their wales and 
deceits 

46 In BviMdclkhuiul our progress has, through the zealous 
exertions of Mr Ainshe, the Agent to the Governor-General, 
Irccn \cr\ s.ipsf u. tors md the I'luigs, I bclic\c, find that prov- 
ince no longer a secure refuge for them or their families The 
Rajahs of .lhansee md Outteei have bch.ncd in the hand- 
somest manner, tllordiiig c\en assistance in their pow’er, and 
hive gone 10 consider ihle expense in sending prisoners from 
ihcir St itcs to Suigor. hut I regret to add that the present 
Minister of the R ijah of I ehree. who is said to be in a state 
of imbeciIilN. has cotiducteil himself in a most shameful manner 
and continues to do c\er\ thing he can to obstruct us, more like, 
as if lie himself hehmgeci to the fralernit\, than as the minister 
of a fnendh jiower — comhined with the British, to put dow'n 
malefatfors and robbers, md all other general and mutual nui- 
sances 1 cannot in too stiong terms, express the sense I enter- 
tain of thm person’s misconduct 

47 Some oiistiuciioiis line been throwm in our way by 
the Hon’hic Mr Cavendish, the Resident at Gwalior, from a 
misunderstanding of our mode of acting, and manner of manag- 
ing the Appro\crs, and checking the parties deputed to arrest 
I'lnigs in th.it R.aj , but as both '^Captain Sleeman and myselff 
have addressed to him, letters on the subject fully explanatory 
of our wMsbes, and intentions, I have, no doubL all difficulties 
will now' vanish Should unfortunately that Gentleman still 
adhere to his former opinion and way of proceeding, the Gov- 
ernment may rest assured, not only that we shall be seriously 
checked and affected therebi, in our proceedings but that the 
Gwalior Territor\ w'lll become an asylum for all the Thugs who 
are still at large, and a source from which Thuggee will again 
spread all over the country, and the system will arise with 
renewed strength, and in as pernicious a manner as that we have 
broken up and destroyed, the snake will have been scortched, 
not killed 

48 The Jemadars or Chiefs of the Thugs have been sought 
after with so much industry and intelligence, that the arrest of 

those still at large becomes daily a task of greater and greater 

■ ■ -« - , ^ - — 
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cUfficulty and delicacy V/e have driven them to their liit 
itrongbold the tervicc of the Native Chiefi, and they are now 
mainly to be found in the Courti and ^rvice* of the Native 
Princes whose kindness they conciliate and whom they know 
to be ^crse from a besotted and ignorant point of honour 
which knows not how to discnmmate to give up even a known 
murderer The duty has. fberrfore become of a more deli 
cate and intricate nature out with the assistance of the British 
Residents and the avowed countenance and support of Gov 
ernment all obstacles will be overcome by pruoence foresight 
and suavity of demeanour 

49 There are already a considerable number of priioneri 
committed for trial next sessions and many more will be 
brought into Saugor before the approaching cold weather I 
may therefore expect as much labour and as much anxiety of 
mind next sessions as I have endured this with this difference 
that the novelty and excitement will have passed away and will 
be succeeded by disgust at the inienninable display of the most 
feroaous and atrocious actions ever put on record The regu 
lar duties of the Agency have alio to be transacted with puncj 
tuality and despatch and it is therefore with unqualified 
regret that I view the late changes In the Revenue and Criminal 
Branches which I consider only tend to mcrcase the duties and 
retard the wheels of Go\emmeDt without adding an 
iota either to good Government or to the Revenue of the State 
It IS singularly unfortunate that such change* should occur just 
at a period when they were least required bv the state of affairs 
and when the Agent nas least able to bear additional imped! 
ments to the freedom of h s administmtion 

50 What IS good is often spoilt by trying to make it better 
and I only trust that mv apprehensions on this point will be 
found erroneous 

51 I shall no^v recapitulate the work m progress— 

Ftru — The Hydrabad Thugs 

Second — The Dooab Thu^ 

Third— The Airoere and J^porc and Rajpootant Gangs 
fourth —The Buroda ond Guicrat Thu^ 
tijtk — The Bundelkhund and Gwalior Thugs arc all now 
tile objects of our pursuits 

o2 The result of our proceedings —The roadi by which 
the Scpnhecs from the Sister Presidencies and from some of our 
own Military Stations pass to thcir home* on furlough through 
Central India on the space between the lines of the Jumna and 
Nerbudda ri\tri ond the stations of Buroda Indore Necmutch 
iyuorc and Agra ho'c b> the arrangemenu made at the com 
mencement of the season and b} the dread inflicted by our 
numerous arrests been kept free this season from the visits 
which the gangs of murderers have been so long in the habit of 
annually paying them 

53 The Register of arrests show# the number of 603 per 
ions suspected of being Thugs up to the lit of June since 
which wc have heard of many other leiturcf all over the Coun- 
to but the pnioncrs not having arrived at Saugor their names 


have not yet been entered in the Register book kept for that 
purpose I may here add that al) the Jemadars of note, known 
to us except four who reside on the North of the Nerbudda and 
on this side of the Jumna have been arrested, and that we have 
at least 20 Jemadars who could, if released, at any time collect 
1,000 followers at a short notice 

54 General observations — ^The nature of the subject under 
discussion will oblige me in this division of my report, to string 
together a number of desultory observations which I could not 
wihtout intruding too far, on the patience of Government in- 
sert in the narrative 

In the first division I have brought down the History of our 
exertions to destroy the confederacy of Thugs, up to the time 
I commenced the Sessions In the second, I submitted such 
observations as appeared necessarv to elucidate the trials them- 
selves In the third I set forth the steps adopted s'nce the 
Sessions, m furtherance of our exertions up to the present day 
And in the last, I shall state such observations as could not 
conveniently be brought under anv of the other heads I by 
no means, propose to compile a regular dissertation on the 
manners, customs, habits, etc , of this class of people They 
have been repeatedly set forth alreadv and many papers on the 
subject are on the records of Government, all I intend is to 
state a few c’rcumstances which appear to me particularly worthy 
of being noticed at the present period 

55 The manner in wh'^ch the Thugs tra^el, their powai 
oj combining large bodies, ihe connivance of foreign States, and 
mode of escaping from ptintslimeni when arrested — ^The Thugs 
generally leave the'r homes at the Dusserah, and travel all over 

India in search of prey, uniting and separating as occasions re- by tht 

qpire, and concentrating to delmerate at points in distant Coun- means the^ gar 
tries where the local authorities have been bribed to their inte- tned on the 14th 
rests They periodically appoint rigns whereby they make known J^ypore rase, 
to each other their line of march, and have the power, when- 
ever necessary, to assemble in large force lo govern their move- 
ments they have distinctive grades from the Soobadar, who is r . 
the highest, to the Jemadar who is the next in authoiity, to the 
Thug followers They are moreover divided into stranglers 
(Bhuttote) hand holders or assist stranglers (Shumsheas) , 

Watchmen, Sextons, men to find out the proper places to mur- 
der, the fluent and eloquent to inve gle travellers [ ] Boys and 

Servants They have a discipline sufficiently severe as was 17 th Tnai 
evinced m the treatment, Kulian Singh received in 1817 from 
Aman Singh Soobadar for his misconduct at the Durrah murders 
The native states appear to have established a Nerick for the 
release of Thugs when they did not choose to inflict punishment 
and they always carry about them Purwanahs and other papers 

obtained by them under various pretences for this verv purpose One Gold Mohur 

each Thug 

56 The d'stribution of spoil is conducted on the fairest 
principles The Canitalist or Jemadar receives a superior share, 
and takes half from the shares of his dependents who have not 
arrived at any of the dignities of the tribe This is the cause 
of such large gangs being found assembled , it diminishes the 
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profit to the coninion nifln but adds to the emoluiueat of the 
(^lef Out of 100 there are often more than half found to be 
idlers and onlv fit to swell the train of their Chieh 

57 The stranglers recei\e also more than the common 
Thug Their life 18 a life of pleasure but their prosperity ts 
evanescent Thew are id a great degree during their eipedi 
tions free from the trammels of caste, and live on the fat of the 
land but their wealth seldom remains with them long being 
either consumed on the spot or expended in bribing the 
Jumeendars under whose protection thev reside or the author 
itics who connive at their atrocities or in purchasing their 
release from bondage 

58 The niauncr of scarchtm; for their prey of hi eigUug 
them and of puUtng them to death — 'The Thugs have recourse 
to all kinds of subterfuges to inveigle travellers to join their 
gangs On travellers suited to their purpose being found they 
first depute spies to ascertain their names route etc, who en 
large on the dangers of the roa^ and profes* to be bound to the 
same part of the Country Travellers are then frequently 
induced to join them for protection or because some of the 
gang belong to the same part of their Country If the wayfar 
ing men are of mfenor caste they are regaled bv the Brahmins 
of the gang If they arc Brahmins the> arc out of chantv accord 
lOg to the universal custom of India entertained free of expense 
If the travellers arc sepovt fatigued bv rapid marches they are 
allured to jom by the offer of the loan of the Tattoos of the gang 
to carry their baggage Some of the gangs wear badges or 
Chuprasses obtained bv previous murders on their breasts and 
pass themselves off as the servants of the Government The 
leaders when nccetsary dress magnificently and claim kindred 
with Countries of Native States and allure the better class to 
accompany them by the proffer of their influence to obtain their 
situations Some eloquent men always accompany the gangs 
whose duty ii fo deceive the paiiengen by their discounei 
Wbere trovellcn arc found on their guard and will neither eat 
drink or join the gann they them as the last resource, assume 
the garb and actions of the bold and ruthless villlan and murder 
the pasiengeri by open violence 

59 The spies of the Thugs abound m all directions and 
their vigilance and industry are not to be surpassed The 
numerous custom bouses In the Dckhan where all travellen are 
in a certain degree obliged to discover their posietsioni and 
property afford them infallible clues whereby to select and 
pounce upon their victims 

60 A feast with these u retches is the sure harbinger of 
death and the salt of hospitalitv cannot restrain them from their 
murderous intentions 

61 It would take up more time than I can afford were I 
to dc*c^nt and enlarge on ttic manifold wim and meinf adonted 
to lure Tni'cllen into the Net of dcilruction I shall, therefore 
close the subiect by stating that i^cy consider themselves in the 
same relation towards mankind thii tigers do ou'ards cattle 
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6? That t* inltiU)uJ>U ‘UUtthmiUi a<ul (hvottf^u lo the 
out ihiu Jf/f/i/'". I ami nxuh f>/ (erniue on the 
trn<h fii hliuui “()}uc n I Inn* 'Uu.ns n 'rinijj is tluMr nioUo and 
iht.tr treed Nftihuir t ni <tr will reform tir deltr him from the 
p) utiie of In'- nrolessimi lit m.i\ for .• tempor.irt spite retire 
from InistjH'-s ouinp to the povsessiem of riclits, or otiicr causes 
hut o '■lire .is ’ doP returns to his \omii so stue will .i 'I liiiji 
u'io"u to his husiiuss vtioi.i r or inter Wlnt ftdl\ .ind ij^nor- 
out o It then, to rtleisi muIi hhmd hounds on seturilt. .is is 
the x'o frttpuu! jiruiiet of tuii (h>urls We i.irrv our PnRlish 
UfUeuis into prutivc m t numtrt where iht\ ,iri unsuiinTrlc and 
we durih\ worK t\il while iiiuni on .itlministenii!' .liistice 
\\ t prottii tht liwltss issivi|i)v .It thf exjH'nsc of the li\es of 
'.•tmtrous hom'sl uun \<i nurtt is tter shewn to the softness 
or wi 'Kirsk ,if wou.ui. or tin old .u'e of m.in. .ind the \cry 
mcn,\ wliieh spins tht ud ini .it flie lutist is with them .1 refine- 
metu m trmlt\ h\ tin r luinuun’ up the h ihes to their own 
horrid professum uu! ilu ir pirtuipilion therein in ihcir t rimes, 
,uul ihitr usu flit suhsujuer ! uniiimK tleifh Monet is their 
ohjett iful iheu ()od. Old to oht iin it rhet s.uriliie .ill the fccl- 
lU's of luinnnitt (iruiuuk o to them unknown, .iiul the 
hosotn frRiul n»Rl htiufiitor m.o, their preserters from firison 
and <lcith. r Ins linn tfio often tNeniplificd in these trials, .irc 
rtmor'elt sv.l\ s^e^lh(ell it the shruit of weilfh 

.\s .1 proof of the impo'sihilitt of rctlnminc' *1 f'loiri f 
fhill mcrelt uldtue iv o insfintts 

8\nd Ameer .Mi, ,1 dtsiciident of the Prophet, .ifter running 
.a loiui course of c\tr\ erime that t.an he committed under 
Heaven, w.is nl the end of IS veirs arrested .ind imprisoned at 
laitknow He rem lined in eustodv 12 vears. .md w is then, on 
the aeeession of His iirca-ni M.tjesiv of Oude, h\ .111 .ict of 
gr.uc or r.iilier of follv let loose upon sotietv lo recom- 
mcnec his career of blood 

No sooner free from lus bonds, hut he proe ceded to Bundel- 
kliiind, rejoined his old ( omnauions, .uul after three or four 
adehtion.il vc.ir‘' spent in the coainiisoon of murder .ind rapine, 
he w.is fin.illv irresfed h\ our runners in Rajpootan.i d lus man 
confesses having witnessed the murders of upwards of sev’en 
hundred people and rohherv of properfv' and e.isli exceeding 2 
L.ics of Rupees in value 

Another ni.in after .m .irresf of ve.irs was rele.iscd and sub- 
scquentl> again caught On enquiry he ivovvcd that ns soon ns 
he was let loose he went to C.alpec, married a wife with whom 
he staved two months .ind (hen returned to his trade as a matter 
of course 

64 h'or a description ('f their s.ivage conduct, their ingrati- 
tude, and their baseness, I heg to refer to the In.il of the first 
Busejnee or 21st Trial md to par.igraph 3 of mv letter, dated 
the 20th of June 18.32, suhmitamg the 21st Trial to Gov'crn- 
ment 

65 77ic^r behaviour under trial and ihcir opinion of 
punishment — ^'Fhcir dread cf punishments, at least of the unfre- 
quent punishments they have hitherto suffered, appears to be 
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of a very trifiinR nature Although we have now been engaged 
for ncar[l>] t^o years in arresting and punishing Thugs and 
although numerous eiaraples have been made yet the Thugs at 
still pursue their dreadful trade undeterred by the suSerings 
of their accomplices Their belief m predestmation and fatalism 
will in a manner account for their apathetic indifference 

66 The change in the demeanour of many of the prisoners 
dunng the coniecut \e trials they underwent dunng this session 
was remarkable At the first two or three arraignments t^ey 
affected much nonchalance and indifference some actuallv laying 
down to sleep while othert kept spinning balls of cotton in 
their hands but latterly their attention was evidently directed 
with intense interest towards tbe proceedings and especially 
whenever a question affected any of them in a more than 
usually cnminatorv wav till at last several pleaded guilty and 
begged only to have their lives spared consenting to tmniporta 
tion as an inevitable result of the trials In Deosein Budloo 
and Chemsah the change of conduct and opinion was parti 
cularly noted and I am therefore on the whole inclined to 
believe that their indifference to the proioect of punishment 
orginates in the known difficulty of their being convicttti and 
that a great change m their opm on will take place after the 
result of these trials become known all over India One 
advantage of importance at least will be I trust thus obtained 
by our exertions 

67 The knowledge of Thuggee can only be acquired bv a 
long apprenticeship to the profession and unleti a person 
commences from bii youth he never can rise to the dignity of a 
Bhuttote It IS 1 conclude ai difficult to manage with 
dexterity the Roomal as to throw the Losio and nothing but 
practice from infancy nn produce the requiiite skill If we 
can therefore secure all the grown up Thugs and in particular 
their Gooroos md teachers who are all old TTiugs invalided by 
age and infirmity the next generation would be ignorant of the 
risks and dangers encountered by the present and past 

68 The mantiers and eiitionis of the Thugs — I have no 
intention of entering at large on the subject of the manners and 
customs of the Thugs They have been often described before 
by persons much more able to do justice to the theme 1 shall 
merely state the few ob crvations I have made of late and have 
obtained from Captain SIceman to whom I am indebted for 
much that will be found Interesting In this report 

man fed 69 The minds of these people nrc warped from the path 
■this prof of virtue and lioncsiv The man who will in the wtr of hli 
profession murder for the sake of plunder hundreds of unoff 
FC.S ending travellers without compunction or remone will be 
trcmblmgl) alive to every superstitious notion will watch with 
intense anxictv the flight of birds and will stop in his career at 
the ominious cal! of a partridge or untimelv appearance of a 
hare 

70 The bodily dcficienc' of a traveller will often save hirn 
from destruction and the Thu», will lament with unfeigned 
sorrow the death of o relation or friend and will do anything 
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even to tFie surrender of himself to justice to extricate his wife 
and children from imprisonment For instance a considerable 
portion of the gang in the 21st murder, left them at Kamptee 
considering the Jemadar with one arm as an unlucky man to 
strangle, and that his fate would be theirs, if they killed him 
Feringeea, the Jamadar of Thugs, avows, with what truth I 
know not, that he would have surrendered himself after the 
Bhelsah alia’r, if he had met the party of the Najeebs who had 
charge of his family, and he has more than once burst into a 
flood of tears on Captain Sleeman’s alluding to his relations 
who were condemned in the Bhelsa trial and hanged at Julalpore 

71 The Thug will attened to the duties of his religion with 
the greatest strictness and will feed and worship one day the 
Brahmun, or reverence the descendant of the Prophet, according 
to his creed being Hindoo or Mussalman, whom if he met, as a 
traveller on the road he would without mercy strangle 

72 In the moment of death even he will be found scrupul- 
ously attentive to the preservation of his caste, and will plead 
as earnestly or more so, to be spared the indignity of being 
touched by the low caste hangman, as for the preseravtion of his 
life 

73 The extraordinary ability displayed by the Thugs in 
ascertaining the characters, trade, name, residence, and inten- 
tions of their victms, the adroitness with which they warm 
themselves into their confidence, and the strong recollection of 
facts which have occurred many years ago, all display in a won- 
derful manner, the tact and abibty of their leaders and the scien- 
tific and lasting principles on which the association is founded 

lA They possess a slang language not understood, except 
by the initiated, and can ascertain a Thug by signs though they 
have never before seen him They have concerted signals 
whereby they can trace a gang, or concentrate their forces and 
arc thus enabled to proceed by small divisions, without dread 
of exciting suspicion until the moment arrives for action, when 
the forces concentrate and the murders are effected 

75 Auspices — A gang never starts on an expedition with- 
out first obtaining auspicious omens of their future success 
Their Astrologeis are Brahmuns, who appoint the time for going 
out, and wait the enquiries preparatory to setting out Their 
manner of consulting the auspices is thus described by an 
Approver, Punna Ihe Subadar Ghasee and some men of the 
party, left the \illage of Sindouse, at the head of his gang, a 
little before day-light, bearing a brass lotah in his hand, full of 
water, and on reaching the appointed plac^ m a field, the Thugs 
all stood still, and he said “Oh mighty Goddess Bhowany of 
Bmd-a-chul if in this expedition we are to prosper and acquire 
riches, vouchsafe us the Tliebaini and Pilaw” Soon after a Part- 
ridge called on the right, and a Shahmah on the left, the auspi- 
cious omens were gracefully recognized, and they proceeded 
with confidence on their expedition 

76 The Ass, the Deer, and the Jackal, are considered the 
auspicious four legged beasts, and omens from either of these are 
more valued than the call of one hundred of the most auspicious 
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of the featheded tribe If a Partridge and a Shamah call at the 
tame time or if the Patridga are heard to call first to the nght 
•ind then to the left or if the note of a Shamah ii heard on the 
right and the braying of an An to the left the Omens are con 
siuered ausp cioiu and the gang proceed on the exjjcdition 

77 A \i8it to the Temple of Bhowany at her temple of 
Binda-chum or Binda chul on the banks of the Ganges at 
Mirzapoor is deemed \cry mentorioua and a portion of their 
gains 18 oflered to the Goddess The priest or Pundahs in re 
turn indicate the route the gangs should take that season on 
their expeditions and pray for their success A portion of their 
plunder seems gencrall> to be reserved for the use of the 
ferople 

78 Rules of the Bones — ^The Ostakhan or Bones as they 
term it is with them a rule that the first victim of an expcdi 
tioo must be a foot traveller and not accompanied b> horse 
buItocK or any other animal of burthen or indeed an> animal 
at all The term Captain Sleeraan ii of opinion is denved 
from the rule never to touch the person of a man bearing the 
bones of his parent or any other relation to the Ganges though 
It should be covered with diamonds In setting out on an 
expedition they extend the privnlege of the Bonea to all per 
sons accompanied by animals till they have committed the 
first murder The) do the same to those vho arc seen to ha>e 
Gold on their persons 

79 Bad oiucns — If an owl screeches or an antelope passes 
them on the left they consider them (as well ai many others) 
to be vcr> bad omens The way the latter ii a'erted. is thus 
described by Punna Approver ^ Ghassce Subadar took a betel 
nut which he broke on the head of the consecrated pickaxe 
into as man) pieces as there were Jemadars in the gang ^ave 
a piece to each who ate it in the name of Bhowan) They 
then left the road the) were going and look another 

80 A Thug latcl) released from arrest is deemed unlucla 
and often excluded b) a gang from participation in an cxpedi 
tion partly ( apprehend from superstitious not ons and partly 
from the mturaf dread of his being recognired as a Daghcc 
or marked ch iracfer. and thereby involving hii companions in 
the same u^fa^ curable conclusions and in the same fate 

81 When they ha\c been unsuccessful they sacrifice a 
Goat and eat Goor purchased by some of the money obtained 
^ murder, \shich they cat m the name of their patroness the 
Goddess Bnowany 

82 S/iorUi^ and cathie Paun — The Thugs make it a rule 
never to sl^a^L or cat paun till after the murder of the first 
t^a^ eller 

83 OOiCiS jmoug the Thugs— The Thugs hfl\c \arlous offi 
ccj among the r gangs The Bhutotc (Stranglers) Shamsca 
(Assistant Strangler) base been already described 

84 firlfiori Bole— The Bclhacc Is the person who poet on 
in advance to select the place for murdenng and burying and 
bcic IS the place appointed The rule is if the Belhaee sianoj 



still, when the- gang come in sight ot him, and till they approach 
close to where he is, they murder the doomed travellers on rea- 
ching the spot, but if he keeps moving on, in their sight before 
them, they conclude it was not prudent to prepare the grave at 
that place 

85 Sothace — Sothaee is the office of winning the confi- 
dence of the men intended to be murdered, and make them do 
what IS required to suit their purpose 

86 Phool — The Parole of rendervous for the gang, is call- 
ed Phool 

87 Fidelity oj the Thugs to each other — ^Though there 
are numerous instances of treachery among the Thu^s, there are 
also many examples of their fidelity, even to death, to their 
comrades Punna Approver mentions the names of Pahar 
Khan and Saljoo, Thugs, who suffered death by order of Atma- 
ram, a Mahratta Aumil, rather than betray their associates, and 
of two Mussulman boys whom that ruler unmercifully horse- 
whipped, but without compelling them to give up their compa- 
nions 

88 Dacoits who plunder in the plains and pick-pocket 
when they meet w'th Thugs, force them to pay contributions to 
them, by the threat of discovering their real characters, but m 
the Jungles and wastes of Central India and the Dekhan the 
Thugs retaliate Punna describes the murder of 28 Dacoits who 
had in their possession at the time property to a large amount, 
who had imprudently threatened the immense gang of Ghasee 
Soobadar with exposure 

89 The conclmtou — It is probable such dreadful disclo- 
sures of the villainy and blood thirsty character of the people 
of India, for the Thugs are taken from all classes of the com- 
munity, was never before submitted to the abhorrence of Gov- 
ernment In all my experience in the Judicial line for upwards 
of 20 years, I never heard of such atrocities, or presided over 
such trials, such cold blooded murders, such heart-rending 
scenes of distress, and misery, such base ingratitude, such a total 
abandonment of every principle, which binds man to man; 
which softens the heart and elevates mankind above the brute 
creation, were probably never before brought to the notice of a 
Court of Justice Well do these outlaws describe themselves, 
when they unblushmglv avow that they stand towards mankina 
in ’the same relation, that tigers do to cattle — ruthless, regard- 
less of shedding blood, indifferent to caste, sex or age, incapa- 
ble' of reformation, when they have once tasted blood they face 
the public, avowed, but insidious enemies of mankind and 
wage a war of extermination vilh all thcv meet on the high ways 
and byeways Mercy to such wretches w'ould be the extreme of 
cruelty to mankind, and they must be met in their owm \vays, b> 
a rigid adherence to the law% of Lc\ Tahoms — Blood for blood 

90 One hundred and eleven men — These considerations, 
and these alone, could have reconciled me to the aw'ful duty I 
have performed, of sentencing so manv human beings to suffer 
the extreme penalty of the la\v Thev alone ha\e comforted and 
supported me in the performance of this most responsible 
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charge reiponiible both to God and man I for the execution 
of the faithful adminiitration of a stem but impcnously called 
for execution of the peoaltiet of the law on the encraiet of man 
kmd How far zeal has been tempered by judgment and discri 
mmation it belongs not to me to decide Pledged to put down 
the gangs of Thugs Captain Sleeman and myself have devoted 
our time our entire energies and our thoughts to the luccesirtful 
accomplishment of the duty and we have I may truly say labour 
ed with intense application to justify the expectations and to 
realize the trust reposed in us fay Government 

91 It IS with some feeling of pride that I am able to assert 
that in thus performing a duty foreign to my proper appoint 
ment and equallint, in extent and magnitude to ray proper duty 
of the Agency I have not neglected ray onginal eparge There 
are no arrears m any department of the Agency except a few 
Civil appeals which will be disposed of in a month and reports 
on the land settlement which have been delayed for want of 
writers to prepare the papers for Government 

92 Nothing remains now for me but the gratifap'ing task 
of bringing to the notice of Government the zeal and ability 
displayed by my Assistants on his occasion Of Captain Slee^ 
man s merits and exertions it is unnecessary for me to 
speak His acts the arrest trial and conviction of ^5 whole- 
sale murderers are abundantly su^cicntly to stamp his fame, 
on a solid bas^i nor would I attempt to depreciate the ^ust need 
of applause which he will receive from a discnminating Gov 
emment. by a feeble attempt to eulogize his mentonous servi 
CCS m the cause of humani^ I cannot however close without 
an acknowledgment that to bis industry research and learning 
I am indebted for much of the information contained m this 
report 

93 To Messrs Macleod and Wilson m> thanks arc due 
for their exertions and ossittancc, during the arduous labours 
of preparing and translating the trials for lubmioion to Govern 
ment to the latter in an especial manner for the ability display 
^ in hu translations of the 26 Trials The former did not join 
his appointment of Personal Auiitnnt to the Agent till I left 
Sflugor few Assistants I may safelj aver have undergone such 
drudgery and labour within the same space of time and all 
performed with a cheerfulness and desire to be useful, which 
cannot be too much commended or appreaated Hli Honour 
the Vice President m Council ma> rest assured that they will 
both prove able zealous and industrious officers of Govern 
ment and equal to any duly they may be entrusted with and 
it has been a source of pleasure to me to have been aided and 
assisted by such willing and efficient Assistants 


I have etc 
(Sd) F C SMITH 
to the Governor General 
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Examination of the Thug approver Rama Jemadar No. 1 


Jiihhtilpore Division Supplementary Records C F No 711832 

{TJinggy Department) 

Mv nnme is Rama, age about 27 years and caste Naik I 
have within the last few years resided at different villages but 
latrerl\ at Sagtilly in the Pcrtabghur District I am a native of 
Tulkara in the Rutlam District My family have followed exclu- 
sively the occupation of Thugs for two hundred years past and 
I was brought up to no other My grandfather was a celebrated 
Thug Jemadar and my father who succeeded him became 
a leader of equal note Omeid.i, my eldei Brother, too, became 
under my father’s tuition an expert hand in all Thug ways and 
practices, but they are both dead and before they died misfortune 
fell upon them They were seized on information of being 
Thugs and Tcept six months in confinement, and though at the 
expiration of that period they were set at liberty in consequence 
of the watch that was kept upon them and the constant alarm 
they were afterwards always under, they were never able to 
assemble a Gang My father made one adventure with a few 
hands but the little success that attended it made the Thugs un- 
willing to serve under him, he shortly after died and my brother 
in despair took service as a private under the Jemadar Bhowana 
(Prisoner No 2 ) I had always since I was a boy and capable 
of performing a journey accompanied my father and brother on 
their excursions, in order to learn the ways of the Thugs and 
be able to practise them when I grew up, and having arrived at 
a sufficient age to put in practice the experience I had acquired 
I accompanied my brother and having along with him taken 
service under Bhowana we joined the Gang that was then assem- 
bling at Ambyrama, Purtaubefhur District, under that Jemadar 
to proceed on the excursion which he had projected and having 
left Ambyrama we went to Pullora m the Rutlam District and 
from thence to Euria same District collecting men for the gang 
as we went along At Euna we stopped a few days, three or 
four, to allow those who had not arrived to join, from Euna we 
went to Kachy Barada where having made our halt we took our 
final departure on the excursion 

* * * 

Proceeding by Jirranda Rajghur, Para Jirry, Chota Oodey 
poor, and Dubooee we arrived at Baroda where we halted a 
few days and afterwards proceeded in the direction of Dalka, 
Kate, Seemry, Samlee and Than and on the stage from the 
latter village met a traveller coming from Rajkote riding on 
a cart the owner of which he had we found persuaded to give 
him and his baggage a lift to Baroda where he was going By 
deceitful persuasion we induced him to quit the cart and join us 
We proceeded on to the next stage where we halted for the 
night and the next day at a place about 2 Goss, this Traveller 
was strangled by Rambuksh Poorbia fat large) assisted by Dutta 
(at large) who held his hands I do not remember who buried 
the body One hundred rupees were found upon him 


Partabgarh 



'128 


After thu we went to Niiggur where we remained a coniider 
able time nearly a month and celebrated the ^ooly. which 
oonirred at thi» time A few days after thii our ipie# Drought 
information of four ‘Augriahs havingi left the town for Jorid 
Bunder upon which Bhowanee ordered seventeen or eighteen 
Thugi to go after them I wai one of the party We accordmgly 
set out but the Augr ahs had got so much the start of us that 
they reached Jana Bunder before we could come up with them 
'The day we arnved at Jana Bunder three Horse dealers with 
seven Horses arrived from Sind and having consulted among 
oursel es as to forming designs upon them we considered them 
an enterprise worth our attempting At the moment we were 
concerting our plans agnioit three Horse dealers our spies came 
with information that three Augnahs had that moment left the 
Town On thii information we immediately started for the 
Baroda road the road by which they were proceeding deter 
rained to dispose of them in the meantime Accordingly wo 
soon overtook them and at the distance of about a cots from 
Jana we fell upon them and strangled them Rambuksh Poorbia 
(at large) stranged one M\ brother Omeidn (dead) strangled 
another and Dutta Kureea Mala (at large) the third I myself 
and others held their hands I do not remember the name* of 
those who buried them Eight Rupees weight of (Jold was found 
upon them 

After this we went and put up at a village between Japa and 
Nuggur from whence we sent a man to Nuggur to inform Bhowana 
of the Horse dealers He jo ned us the next dav after which 
we all went to Jana but found that the Horse dealers had left it 
and proceeded b> the Rajkote road On hearing this we took 
the same direction making enquine^ after them at the different 
villages as ve went along wc did not however hear of them 
until we reached Rajkote where we found they had just arnved 
before us The first day we contented oursebes with finding 
out the place where thc% had taken up their quarters and haMng 
ascertained this Bhowana the next day sent for them and telling 
them that he was looking out to purchase hones asked them 
their terms In short after much pretended earnestness on hii 
part to abate the r demands and obstinate endeavours on thcln 
to make the best bargain thc\ could one was concluded but pur 
poseb in order to gi\c oursclvci the opportunitj of carrying our 
designs upon them into effect not before we had made one stage 
in their compan\ towards Baroda The opporlunit> looked for 
not having been afforded th s stacc the delusion was continued 
to be kept up Rhownm Singh was rcorcscnted to be a Thnkoor 
of high rank and wealth and he Informed them that he had 
a Hoondee on Ba enJa fo 10 000 Rupees which until cashed the 
would he unnbl« to pin fo the ITo«c^ To nil thb the iinius 
pcctlng Horse dealers \iclding implict credit the scene toon 
closed upon them for the nme night lhc\ v.crc beset and strangled 
and trcir Horses taken po rs ion of b> us One of the three 
wn strangled b\ Ruheem afl s Rnhimta (Prisoner No 19) one 


• AucTiaM •Tt foot rtirfcrs cTOplo>ed br Kibookm tmt dhrf Natrve 
mercluou to CMtTcy art«de» of T«lue but mmiH balk from one plK* to tiwthef 
fcwed or ct bei w Ik coBcrtled in their co*u lad clothe*. 
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h\ Ranibiiksh Poorhi i (at I.itrc) and one by Shew Lall Poorbia 
(nt larjic), otlier Thu<t^ held their hands., but the names of 
these 1 do not ronieniber Tliere were one hundred and sevent>- 
!i\e rupees found upon them 

W'e '.lined e .rl\ the next miirnmg and after proceeding 
about tour Co'.v stopped nt a Vtll.ige on the wav to deliberate as 
to the dispos.d of the Horses, when it was determined to retain 
one of them foi Bhow ana’s a'^e, mother for Fau] Khan Jemadar 
(since dead) and the li\e rcni lining to be sent to Baroda to be 
sold AtcordmgI\ the fne were given in charge to Rama 
(approver No J), the relation of Bhowann, and seven other 
1 hugs who were ihretteii to sell them if they could to Ameen 
lemadar at Barotl i in the service of the Maharajah Seajee 

At this village we separited into two Gangs to traverse the 
countrv in different directions and settled to meet again at the 
expiration of a month or ivvcnlv daxs at Nuggur Bhowana con- 
tinued the le ider of the one and Fauj Khan Jemadar (since dead) 
b.ocame that ot the other Bhowana’s Gang took the direction 
of Joomghur while tint of Fauj Khan with which my brother 
Oomeida and mvself then proceeded towards Dhundoka 

On our vyav the second dav after this we fell in vyith two 
Mussulman rravcllers coming from loonaghur and going to- 
w irds Baroda That dav having made a long stage and being 
much battered and fatigued vve made no attempt upon them but 
halted for die d.iv .it the same place The next dav vve started 
some time before them, but being on the look out vve again fell in 
v/ith them, ind shorllv .iftcr strangled them Khooshall (pri- 
soner No 1^) strangled one .ind Ruheem chos Ruheemta prisoner 
No 19) the other 1 do not remember who assisted or buried 
them One hundred and fift> or two hundred rupees were 
found uopn them 

The next day mv brother Oomeida was seized with cholera 
of which he died in i few hours 

Five days after this we arrived by regular stages at Dhundoka 
where we halted one day and aftenvards proceeded in the direc- 
tions of Jyte and Koondur, from the latter (which vve reached in 
SIX days) we went to Dhoolajee and from thence moved in the 
direction of Poolumder where in a few days we arrived and 
halted two days Here during this time Fau] Khan, the Jemadar, 
made acquaintance with four trav’^ellers bound for Kutch Bhooj 
wdiom he met in the town, and so intimated himself into their 
good opinion and confidence that he prevailed upon them to 
come and take up their quarters with us outside During the 
night we kept strict watch over them that they should not leave 
us, the place not suiting our further purpose upon them but 
the next day while they were travelling with us strangled them 
about SIX Goss from Pollumder Dulla (at large), Nunda (since 
dead), Rambuksh Poorbia (at large) were three of the stranglers 
on this occasion but the name of the fourth I do not remember 
— Nor do I remember the names of those who assisted Three 
hundred rupees were found upon them From thence we re- 
lumed to Dhoolaiee, where we met Bhowana and his party and 
Ut mutually communicating the occurrence that had taken place 
during our separation we learnt that only two travellers had 
fallen into their hands 
19 
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The Gang being ogam unitecL we moved In the direction of 
Kundrah and at about five or bix Com from that place fell in with 
three travellers with a camel alto proceeding m the direction 
of Kundrah That day we made their acquaintance and gained 
their confidence io that at Kundrah they took up their quarters 
near to ub The next morning the> left Kundrah along with ui 
and at the diitance of about two Coss seizing our opportunit> 
we strangled them The name* of the stranglers on this occasion 
I do not recollect Fiftv or sixt> Rupees only were obtained 
Bhowana took the camel for himself and afterwards exchanged 
it with the Rajah of Baukanair for a hone when we went to that 
place about two months afterwards 

After this affair near kundrah we moved about for about 
SIX days without doing anything when we went to Nug^r and 
having halted there a few days proceeded on the Doolajee road 
caifie to a village which we intended to make our stage when 
at the same moment two travellers passed with a camel without 
halUng We immediately got ready and followed them and at 
a village distant between six or seven com they made their stage 
for the day which we did also and having taken up our quarten 
near them by marked cmlily and attention we worked ourselves 
Into their acquaintance ancf good will The next morning we 
accompanied them on their way and halted at the same village 
they did and near to them to that during the day a constant 
intercoune was kept up with them and at night ^ve strangled 
them Rambuksh Poorbia (at large) strangled the one and 
Ruheem alt^s Ruhimta (Pnsoner No 19) the other Eight Katy 
uar Saddles one hundred and twenty five Turbans or there- 
about and one Hundred Rupees were obtained The camel war 
Immediately sent m charge ol two Thugs to Sadra and sold for 
60 Rupees 

From hence we proceeded to Baukanair making one stage on 
the way Front Baukanair we went to Huldoo and Moorly after 
wards to Dhoolka and Kumbat (Cambag) The second stage be- 
fore we arrived at Kumbat we fell in with two traiellers who had 
come from Joonaghur and were proceeding towards Barodo 
We joined them and b\ assiduous attention not onI\ kept them 
in our companj but prevailed on them to take up their quarters 
with us at the halting place where dunng the nii^t we strangled 
them Ruheem altas Ruhimta (Prisoner No 19) strangled one 
and Khooihall (Prisoner No 1“^ the other Chitra (Prisoner 
No 4) held the hands of one but who besides him were employ 
cd in this part of the bucincs^ I do not remember The hoot> 
obtained must have been trifling as I have no recollection what 
It was 

After this wc went to Kumbat and remained there eight or 
nine dajs m the hope ol troNcUers setting out for Barotb or 
other place but none InMng been observed b\ tit wc started 
at the CTplntion of this period and went to Rtis<oocc where wc 
remained two da>s and then proceeded to Seirjabad Here two 
rravcllen: proceeding toward Rnridi were oh^cncil h> us 
Rnmhuksha Poorbli went and formed acquainlanrc with them 
and b> deceitful pretence* brouglir them to where we hail taken 
up our quarters in order to their nccompmjing ns flic next 
morning Thc> accordinfiK proceeded wuh m and at a con 
vcnient spot on the road were strangled Joomal (Prisoner 
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No 21) strangled one and Rambuksh Poorbia the other Shair 
Khan (Prisoner No 10), Nunda (since dead) another Thug who, 

I do not recollect and myself, held their hands, 43 Rupees were 
found upon them 

After this we proceeded to Baroda and remained there fifteen 
or twenty days There on our arrival we found Rama (approver 
No 3) who had been sent with the horses He had not succeed- 
ed in disposing of them to the Jemadar in the Maharajah’s service 
they being too small While at Baroda our spies one day brought 
intelligence of three Augriahs proceeding towards Broach and 
Surat upon which we set out after them and having overtaken 
them accompanied them as tar as about midway between the 
villages Mira and Eutawa where we murdered them One of 
them was strangled by Fackeera (Prisoner No 8) another by 
Rambukhsh Poorbia The third Augriah escaped from the hands 
of those who attempted to overpower him, he drew his sword 
and took to flight and had nearly escaped when Bhowana who 
was on horse-back pursued him and after an obstinate resistance 
succeedeo in cutting him down Bhowana himself made a 
narrow escape from the blow of the Augriah, having been wound- 
ed in three places and was only saved from the effect of one of 
the Augnah’s blows by his turban the folds of which were cut 
in two This affair being attended with much noise and stir 
about the place where it happened gave us a good deal of alarm, 
and in consequence we dispersed m small parties and again 
quietly assembled at Baroda On this occasion something about 
300 Rupees was obtained The hands of the two Augriahs who 
were strangled we held while that was being done by Shew Lall 
(at large), Rahimta (since dead), Ajoo (at large) and another 
whom I do not remember 

At Baroda we halted one day and afterwards moved towards 
Dhakorjee and at a village about 9 coss from Baroda on the bank 
of the Mhye river met Nathoo Jemadar (Prisoner No 1) with a 
Gang of seventeen or eighteen men He with his Gang accom- 

E anied us to Dhakorjee where he remained five or six days, when 
howana’s Gang formed themselves under Nathoo leaving four 
or five men with Bhowana who was unable to accompany us 
on account of the wounds he received from the Augriah 

Under Nathoo we took the direction of Ahmedabad, but at 
a place where we halted near to that city called Bhuttoo Rama 
(approver No 3) and myself had a quarrel, in consequence of 
^^hlch I quitted the Gang and with Chitra (Prisoner No 4), 
Rankaria (since dead) and Khoodabukhsh (since dead) returned 
home T cannot, therefore, speak of its further proceedings, no 
murders having been committed from the time the Gang left 
Dhakorjee, up to the period of m^ quitting it and my friends 
and myself committed none on our way home 

One year and a half after the excursion under Bhowana, in 
Guzerat regarding w'hich I have been examined another w'as Gujarnt 
projected bv that Jemadar tow^ards Marw^ar who accordingly 

collected a Gang for the purpose 

^ 

The Gang conducted by Bhowuana left Raigria, Peeplonda 
distnet, wfliere it had assembled and proceeded bv Mundesore 
passing the skirt's of the Cantonment of Neemuch— Chytore, and 
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Shapoora and arriVed at Malpoora in the Jeypoor Territory from 
whence we proceeded on the Jeypoor road During our lecond 
•tage on thii road we felj in with three Rajpooti whom wc 
strangled Dewa (2Dd) since dead myself and another Thug 
strangled one of them Shew Lnll (at large), and other (I have 
forgotten who) strangled nnother and the third was strangled by 
Dilla of Kurrea (at lar^e) and two others, but the name* of the 
others 1 do not remember Jooda (dead) Kheeran al^as Ram 
4an^ (Prisoner No 28) Roopii (Pnsoner No 32) and others 
buried the bodies One pair of shawl one sela value about 10 
Rupees several article* of Dress — some copper vessel* and sixt) 
Rupees were obtained 

After this having halted at three or four different place* on 
the road we armed at Jeypoor At Je>pK)or liaMng remained 
eight da>». wc proceeded towards Kisliengurh and on the wa> 
met with (our Mussulman traiellers who toM us they were pro- 
ceeding to Jodhpoor Under the pretence that wc were going 
there also we joined and kept in companj with them and amved 
at Kithengurh From Kishengiirh we proceeded to Ajmere but 
without halting be\ond a few minutes went on to Pokhurjce where 
wc stopped for the night brom Pokhurjee we went the nevt da\ 
to Umamai* (the tour travellers itill with u*l where we halted the 
next da> we again started with the tTO\eller* and on the waN 
lemog a favourable onportunit> strangled them hukeera of 
\Vaiflaec (Prisoner No S) Shew I^ll (at large) Dllla (at large) 
Nunda (Priioncr No S) mvielf (Roma appro\cr) and one or 
two other* were the Thug* engaged on thi* occaiiun in strangling 
them Some bnii ind copper \t«cls cloth* and two hundred 
rupee* were obtained 

The rami had now *ct in which obliged us to turn home 
ward after having made what we considered a \crv unsuccesifiil 
excursion ' 

About one >ear after 1 bad returned from the excursion to 
t uwm Marwar under f^hownna I projected one mjself toward* Guxerat 

for which purpose 1 collect^ a small Gan^ consisting of the 
Thugs and as their leader proceeded with them to that 
quarter 

* » ♦ 

From the Milage of Mol'a Purlaubghur district where I 
Iiad a few months prcMOu*l> gone from Sogtilly to reside wt 
started and proceeding b> Jooba and \mjcnnli arri\ed at Godra 
which just before we reached wc fell in wntii two travellers pro 
ceeding to Datorjec Tbev halted at Godra that dav and (he 
next morning started on tbeir journev acctimpanied hy ui wc 
strangled them after havinu proceeded a few co^s One was 
strangled b> Chitra (Prisoner No 4) and the other hy FauJ 
Khan (I risoner No 11) while llie hand* of the Travellers were 
seiri^ and held b> Khcema (at large), Dilla (at large) Ooankana 
(dead) and Natlioo (PriMmcr No 13) Fort> or Flft> Rupee* 
were found on them and a Iloondcc which I dc*tro>ed 

After this wc proceeded bv modcrplc stages to Baroda where 
wc halted three dajs during which wc formed our 3e«ign* upon 
1 Traveller a native of llindooslan on his return thither whom 
we found in the Town and according!) watched hli departure 
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He had with him a horse for his riding and when he set out on 
his journey we followed him At about six coss from Baroda he 
stopped and took refreshment which we did also and along with 
him started again We had reached within about two coss of 
Dubooee when bv deceitful persuasion we prevailed upon him 
to dismount and walk wfth us, shortly after which we strangled 
him Cliitra (Prisoner No 4) was the strangler while Fauz Khan 
(Prisoner No 11), Oonkaria (since dead), and Keema (at large), 
Kheema alias Ramzany (Prisoner No 28) were the Thugs who 
seized him and held his hands A few Rupees in money and 
articles of different sorts to the value of about 20 Rupees were 
found upon him His horse I kept for my own use and after- 
wards sold at a place about a stage from Rajkote for ,^0 Rupees 

After this we travelled about the country for many days 
having visited Kumbat Doolka, Dhundhokur, Rajkote, Khoondra 
and other places, when the men of the Gang becoming sicklv 
I resolved to return homewards We accordingly began to re- 
trace our steps and at Dabooee halted three days, having there 
observed a traveller on whom our information regarding him, 
ipduced us to form our designs He had a small Tattoo with him 
and when he left Dabooee we started at the same time along 
with him but it w^as not until the second stage that we had an 
opportunity of carrving our designs upon him into execution 
He w'as strangled bv Chitra (Prisoner No 4) having been seized 
and held by Fauz Khan (Prisoner No 11) and Buksha (dead) 
There were others besides engaged in this murder, but I only 
further remember that Beera Chamar (Prisoner No 25) and 
Bukshah (dead) were Two of those w'ho buried him There were 
found in the Traveller’s possession three pieces of silk and six 
hundred rupees in money 

After this we continued our way home by regular stages wuth- 
out doing anything further 

We set out on this excursion about eight davs before the 
Dewalee, three years and a half ago (beginning of November 
1828), and returned a few' dav's before the followung Hooh which 
w'e celebrated at our homes 

From the village of Matya where I had been living for some 
time, ever since the Mewar Excursion under the Jemadar 
Bhowana (Prisoner No 2) I moved to Sagtilly in the same di'-- 
tnct (Peitabgurh) and had been at Sagtillj one or two months 
when I resolved upon preparing for another excursion and 
accordingly collected the Thugs and formed them into a Gang 
for the purpose 

I fixed on Marw'ar as the Quarter to proceed and having 
made all necessarv arrangements wc started immediately after the 
Dewalee (Nov'ember 1829) proceeding by regular stages we passed 
through the cantonment of Neemuch, and going by Chv ttore, 
Khumeergurh and Ajmere w’e arrived at Phokurjee where we 
halted two days and afterwards took the directions of Meertha 
to which place we went On leaving Meertha the next dav wc 
fell in with three Travellers on v^hom we formed our designs, 
and though we follow'ed them from day to dav for six days suc- 
cessively practising every wule to entrap them, and watching 
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eveo moment for on opportunit> to carry our icherae? upon 
them into execution invariably lome obstructing circumstance 
came m the waj to prevent us and they at length escap^ from 
us altogether within three or four cow of Jhodepoor where they 
were going 

At Jhodepoor we stopp^ six or seven days and then pro- 
ceeded m the direction of Guzerat we went by Kole and Bhee- 
mal and at the second •tage from the latter place fell in with 
a tra\eller proceeding to Guzerat whom we persuaded to join 
us and on the road the day after he was strangled by Chitra 
(Prisoner No 4) Oonkana (dead) and Lall Smg Poorbia (at 
large) Thirty Rupees were found upon him 

Two stages after this brought us to Puran Puttan where v.e 
halted two days and started along with two Rajpoots going to 
Guzerat whom we strangled during the first stage The Thugs 
who strangled th^m were Malta (Prisoner No 6) Chitra (Pn 
soner No 4) Oonkana (dead) Lall Sing Poorbia (at large) and 
Bukiha (dead) and another whom 1 do not remember One 
hundred and nvent) fi\e Rupee* were found upon them We 
made this day j ftage of about eight Cos* from Puran Puttan and 
next day arrived at Deeta where there ii a cantonment and took 
up our quarter* in the Town 

From Deesa we went in the direction of Simmy Radhunpoor 
and at the stage bejond the former of these Towns met two tra 
\ellcrs going to Kutch We formed an acquaintance with them 
and about the middle of the stage they were strangled by Malla 
prisoner No 6) I ^11 Singli Poorbia (at large) Bukiha (dead) 
Chitra (Prisoner No 4) Oonkana (dead) and Nathoo (Prisoner 
No 13) 

After this wc proceeded in the direction of Bhooj by the 
Town of Amseer where we halted two da>i From Arascer we 
took the Huidoo and Moonbj road The distance between Ara 
seer and Huidoo is twenty fi\c cots which we performed In one 
stage in consequence of the road which runs along the ica shore 
being wc heard overflowed during -the spring tides which were 
then expected at which being alarmed not knowing what might 
be the consequence to us we made this effort and passed before 
the Tides took place We halted one da\ at Huidoo and after 
wards procetdea to the town of Budwao wncre wc remained three 
days and afterwards went bj Poona to Raupoor 

From Raupoor we accompanied two tra>ellerf and the second 
stage an opportunit} for carrjing our deiigni upon them Into 
effect having afforded lhc> were strangled b> Chitra (Prisoner 
No 4) IjU Sing Poorbia (at large). Malm (Prisoner No 6) 
Dilh (at large) and Oonkana (dead) Two Hundred Rupees 
were found upon them Khecma o/ws Ramzany (Prisoner 
No 28) IJilla (at large) Oonkaria (dead) Nathoo (Pnsoner 
No 13) and Roopa (Prisoner No 32) buried the bodies 

After this wc proceeded bv Dhundooka Goga or Kata Kate 
Dhalisa and the cantonment of Kaira to Pitlawmd— thence taking 
the Baroda road went lo BaMooee where wc hailed two day* and 
tiicn went to Baroda 

After halting four or five da^s wc took the Broach direction 
at which town wc arrived in four stage* Here wc had been three 
or four day* when wc obtained Information of the omta) of Iho 
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three Augnnhs on their ua\ to Baroda We immediately joined 
them and set out witli them to Barod.i but they proved too cau- 
tious .ind \\atchful for us to make an attempt upon them and 
in spite of all the sn.ircs we laid and the artifices we practised 
thc\ escaped from our hands and reached Baroda in s.ifetj 

We remained at Baroda about seven da>b and afterwards 
started for Dabooce on our way liomewards and proceeding by 
Soonkhera, Making and Oodc\poor we fell in at the latter place 
with two Augriahs wdiom we joined and accompanied from stage 
to stage until w’lthm hve coss of journey where they w’ere strangled 
b\ Chitra (Prisoner No 4), Malnr (Prisoner No 6), Lai Sing 
Poorbia (at large), Oonkaria (dead), Nathoo (Prisoner No 13) 
and another w’hose n.imc T do not recollect Kheema alias 
Ram/an\ (Priconor No 28), Oonkaria (dead) and Lall Sing (at 
large) buried the bodies 'Phere were found upon them — 

One Diamond Ring of considerable value 
Tw’o Lmerald Rings of small value 
One Ruby Ring of small value 

One small Diamond not set, about h.ilf i seer of Pearl all 
of them small seed Pearls except five, of which four 
w’cre l.irge and one small and ibout one Hundred 
Rupees weight of Gold 

The further account and disposal of this bootj is this After 
reaching home I made a division of a part of it giving to each 
of the stranglers six Tolahs of Gold and 25 strings of the small 
Pearls To those performing the ofiice of burying and menial 
duties I gave Tolahs of Gold and 10 strings of Pearls, and took 
for myself as the leader eight Tolahs of Gold, 100 strings of the 
small and two of the large Pearls, over and .ibove the shares they 
had already received in common wuth the other stranglers 
I gave to those wdio performed this otfee on that occasion 
betw^cen four and five Tolahs oi Gold and twelve strings of the 
small Pearls As 1 have already said I took tw'o of the large pearls 
as my owm share, while the other tw'o went to that of sixteen of 
the men of the Gang and were delivered into the hands of Bhop- 
jee (Prisoner No 36) The Rings and small unset diimond I 
reserved in my possession tor future division after the value of 
each was ascertained and they could be disposed of After hav- 
ing kept the Rings about a twelve months Bunsraj and Lala Rana 
Bbnnyahs and relations of Amer Singh Purmaicha of Selana came 
to nty house at Sagtillj when I showed them, the Diamond Ring, 
on which they strongly advised me not to think of disposing of an 
article of such value m this country as doing so would certainly 
lead to my detection, but recommended me to carry it to 
Oodeypoor where they wmuld accompany me and assist me m 
disposing of it without any such danger and they said that there 
were ,some Charaus at Salna w’'ho w^ere about to proceed wnth 
horses to Oodeypore in v\'hose company they and myself could 
go with all safety to that place I approved of their plan and 
they returned to Selana to speak to the Charaus, when they hap- 
pened to mention the circumstance to Ameer Singh, w'ho, in 
the middle of the night left Selana and in great haste came to 
Sagtilly about day break next morning and stopping at a little 
distance outside of the village sent and called me At first he 
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reproached rae with a want of good faith and confidence in 
keeping secret from him the acquisition of an article of such 
value ai he understood the diamond ring to be reminding me 
that hiB forefather and mine had for one or two generations pail 
been on a footing of the most intimate and unreserved friend 
ship and that between them dealings of the most secret nature 
had been earned on that all this had descended to him and So 
me and had hitherto been maintained bf us and he hoped would 
continue to be so He continued for some time in this strain 
to speak to me and offering to dispose of the ring for me at 
length prevailed upon me to deliver it into hii hands for that 
purpose giving me the most solemn pledges that he would act 
honestly oy me in the transaction 1 agreed to give him five 
per cent comratision on the price for which he might sell It 
He nrned the ring to Rutlam and showed it to different Jewel 
lers and Merchants hut did not succeed in finding a purchaser 
Seme time afterwards Amcr Sing sent Hunsraj who is hii 
Nephew with 1 200 rupees on account to meet m> espeniet but 
of this sum r onl^ took 500 Rupees At this time I also gave two 
of the other Rings namely the Fmerald and Ruby and the 
hmall unset diamond to Araer Singh to be told Some days 
afterwards Amer Sing senl for me to Rachrode and told me that 
the Slones in the nngs as well asjhe small unset diamond were 
false but that he could get about 25 Rupees for each of these orti 
clcs and would give me that sum for them if I chose but I 
declined the offer and shortli nfterwirds he sent hli servant 
Dcen Mahomed to me with these articles The diamond Ring 
still remained in h • possession and being in want of mone> I 
sent to ask a further ad\ance upon if of W Rupees which he 
ga\c me fn this wa> I obtained advances from him first and 
Inst recciv ing 1,200 Rupees upon this article When having been 
given reason to suspect that he had treacherous designs against 
me I immediately went to him and iniisied upon his restoring 
the Ring to me Amcr ^mg conceiving that T was instigated to 
do so b' Sirdor Mh>ta the Kamdar of the Rajah of Sclana in 
order to get the Ring into hn Sirdar Mhvta s possession and 
that he would lose the handsome profits he had calculated upon 
deriving from it proceeded as 1 afterwards found to you and 
hav ng disclosed the circumstances connected with it placed It 
in >our hands On hearing this I became grcatl> alarmed but 
Amcr Sing some time afterwards h> assurances removed m) fears 
and carri^ me secretly to a respectable person at Jawra (the 
manager s brother) by whom 1 was further asiured and the Ring 
shown to me which left me nothing to apprehend 

When m> suspidsions of Amcr Sing were first awakened and 
I went as I have said to demand the Ring from him he told me 
to repaj him the money he had advanced me upon It and I should 
have it uoon which 1 went to Bhopa Sab of Kumlakercc with 
whom I liad frequent!) before had dcalmds and having explained 
the matter to him obtained the loan of tlit requisite sum 1,200 
Runcc« and placed m his hands the P mcrald and Rubv Rings and 
a Niith (a female nose ornament) of small value This money 
was lent on the confidence produced b> former dealings and 
not these articles the value of which though I cannot stale It 
would have formed but a small portion of the sum 



137 


To Butchinj, .1 ncphcu of Amer Sin^i, to whom I owed 200 
rupees 1 p\c flic two l.irjic pearls and some strings of the small 
kind, ind in gener.il with rcg.ird to booty acquired by myself 
iiui others wc used on oui return from nnC excursion to dispose 
of It to Runm<ihs oi give it to them in liquidation of debts 

I do not rccoiieel the names of all the different Bunnyahs 
and Sonars to ^^hom I have given or disposed of articles of booty 
But those I h.ne pointed out are the persons to whom myself 
and others chieflv of or disposed with, the greater part of 
the boot^ acquired during the last mentioned excursion; 
but pnncipalK from the Augnahs strangled near to Jirry on our 
wa\ homewards (The approver had previously pointed out the 
different persons whose names appear in the list of articles 
annexed to these proceedings ) 

(Sd) W BORTHWICK, 
Political Agent. 


Examination of Thug Approver Moty No 2. 

Mj name is Moty, age about 25 years, but on this point I 
cannot speak wuth exaetness, I am a Mussulman I have for the 
last four or five years been residing at the village of Euria in 
the Rutlam district, before that at Jir in the same district where 
I was born My father ivas a Thug and I was brought up to the 
same calling I have been on several excursions with the Thugs 
some of these while a boy of which in consequence I have little 
[or] no recollection, but I can speak of those on which I proceed- 
ed after T had grown up, and accompanied the Gangs to qualify 
myself to take a part in their proceeding 

The first Excursion, the occurrences of which I have a re- 
collection of, though an imperfect one, took place about eight 
years ago wdien Nathoo Jemadar (Prisoner No 1) who had a 
claim against my late father came to Euria and demanded of me 
to settle it I showed him that I had not the means on which 
he insisted that I should join his Gang and follow him on an 
Excursion which he w^as about to proceed upon I consented 
and accompanied him to Kachee Baroda (Boodnawar district, 
Dhar territory) where the different individuals intended to form 

the Gang on this occasion were assembled 

* * * 

Guzerat was the quarter fixed upon, and proceeding by 
Jenanda, Para, Chandpore, Chota Oodypore, Making, Sonknera 
and Bahaderpore we reached Dabooee before the life of any one 
was attempted Here on two strangers (Hindoos) who had 
arrived from Baroda and taken up their quarters near us, we 
formed designs, and about twm Ghurnes of the night carried 
them into effect Fouj Khan (dead) was the person who 
strangled one of them, and Rahimta (dead) the other, while 
Amour (at large) and Mana (Prisoner No 16) held their hands 
Between thirty and forty Rupees were found upon them 

The same night we left Dabooee for Baroda and took up 
our quarters at a place outside of the town where we remained 
three days We afterwards proceeded to the Cantonment of 
Kaira where we stopped one night and went the next day to 
20 
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Runooee. Here a traveller arrived from Surat and haviim 
taken up his quarters near us he was strangled shortly after u 
became dark by Mana Ambowala (Pnsoner No 16) Rmsool 
(at large) assisted Mana by holding the traveller s hand on 
overpowenne him He was a Mussulman rfnd sncty Rupees were 
found upon nim 

From Bassooee we took the direction of Banugger and 
stopped at a place dunng the night the name of which I do not 
recollect The next morning we were proceeding on our way 
when we fell in with two travellers who were coming from 
Joonogurh Nathoo Jemadar soon discovered that the> were 
Augnahs and having formed a party consisting of Malia (Pri 
soner No 6) Raceta fPntoner No 7) Fouj Khan 7dead) 
Anwar (at large) headed by himself went after them The rest 
of us he (the Jemadar) ordered to proceed to a certain village 
and there await his return in conieqiience however of what 
happened in his affair with the Augnahs he did not come back 
to the village but made a precipitate retreat to an out*of the way 
village called Kurrera whence he sent to us to join him We 
learnt from him and the party on our arrival that one of the 
Augnahs was overpowered and strangled without difficulty but 
the other at the moment the Roomal was going to be twisted 
round his neck had observed the intention m time to make an 
effort la his own defence and having caught the Roomal with 
one hand scixed with the other Fouj Khan to whom the strangl 
mg of him had been assigned and throwing him on the ground 
drew hts sword with which he wounded Fouj Khan At this 
moment the Jemadar and Raeeta fell upon the Augriah when 
he was soon overpowered and murdered It being a much 
frequented road where this happened the Jemadar and party 
had only time hastily to put the bodies aiide a short distance 
without burying them and afterwards as I have already said 
made a rapid retreat to this distant villatfc where we joined him 
Two thousand Baba Shahec Rupees were found upon the 
Augnahs tied about them and sewed op in the Angahs or Coats 
From Kurrcni we proceeded to Pitlawud making one stage 
between and the ne^t morning moved about three or four coss 
to n small village where wc halted two tra\cller» on their way 
to Baroda am\ed but passed on after slor>pjng a few minutes 
The Jemadar seeing that thc> were Augnahs who seemed to 
have a good deal of money concealed about them instantly 
made arrangements and followed them Having overtaken 
them wo accompanfcd them a considerable distance and had 
them straniiled The stranglers on tins occasion ^cre Mana 
fPnsoner No 16) and Kullno fsinre dead) and vcrc nssistcd by 
Maila (Prisoner No 6) and Rahimet alias Ralumtn (dead) T^\o 
thousand rupees were found upon them 

After this wc returned to Baroda from whence wc sent 
Kulloo Russoola Rumnnee and Dulla wuh monc^ for our 
families CTpcncc^ We rcmainc<I here nnrl\ a month sending 
our spies and occasiomllj parties on different roads hut 1 do 
not recollect of nn\thing haxing been done at the CTpIration 
of this period TIic four men wc frcnt to our homes with 
monc\ returned after winch wc left Barod? and nroceeded m 
the AhmiMabad direction h\ villages called Chauncy and 
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Lairyabad in each of which we made a stage The stage we 
made beyond Lairyabad, the name of the place I do not remem- 
ber we fell in with three Augriahs coming from Ahmedabad m 
the Baroda direction two or three coss on the Ahmedabad side 
of it, and having allowed them to pass we immediately separated 
into parties and went oS the road in order to get unperceived 
before them, this being effected the party with the stranglers and 
others destined to attack them allowed them to come up and 
after accompanying them some distance until a suitable opportu- 
nity offered strang^led them This was done at a small river 
Rahimta, Mana, Kulloo, Raeeta, Malia, apd Futta were the 
sti anglers employed One thousand five hundred Dollars were 
found upon them After this nothing further was attempted for 
fear lest the different murders we had so recently committed 
and the large sum of money we had acquired all within so very 
limited a space of country might draw suspicion upon us, we 
therefore turned our steps towards home and by long stages 
continued in uninterrupted progress until we arrived 

This excursion took place eight years ago We set out upon 
It in the latter end of the cold weather and returned during the 
rams It was the first excursion I was ever upon and I proceeded 
merely as a learner without any occupation being assigned to 
me, still I received 75 Rupees as my share while the stranglers 
and others who had particular duties to perform received much 
more but what that was I do not remember It is the custom 
of the Augriahs to convey money and valuable property from one 
place to another sewed in their clothes and otherwise concealed 
about them but such is the experience of the Thugs in the practices 
they follow that such persons are sure to be discovered by them 
independent of which no single passenger, or passengers in 
small parties escape their attacks 

The year following a Gang of the Thugs assembled at Euria. 
where I resided, under the Jemadar Bhowana (Prisoner No 2) 
preparatory to proceeding on an excursion, and being invited to 
]oin them I did so The Gang on this occasion consisted as well 
as I can remember of the following individuals, but at this distant 
period my recollection is far from being clear on this point nor 
do I retain a full and perfect remembrance of all the occurrences 
that took place during the excursion, but those I have to mention 
positively took place 

y 


Being all ready we left Euna, and making one halt at Kachee 
Boroda, set out for Guzerat to which quarter it was resolved 
upon to proceed, and by regular stages reached to within four 
or five coss of Doobooee before we began our proceedings Here 
we met tv^o travellers armed with matchlocks After they had 
passed as Bhowana sent a party of his men after them the names 
of whom I do not remember, but they soon rejoined us at 
Dubooee after having strangled the tra\ellers and possessed them- 
selves of their money This they made it appear was twenty- 
five rupees I do not now remember the names of the party 
who perpetrated this deed From Doobooee we went to Baroda 
and halting there two days, proceeded to Tankaria having made 
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four or five ita^e* on the way after which we went to a villafic 
called Than and on the way obierved a traveller who with his 
baggage was on a hackery from which we succeeded m inveigling 
him to join ui after which we strangled him Rarabukih Poor 
bla (at large) was the strangler cmpIo>ed on this occasion aunt 
ed by Dulla altos DuUia (at largei On the body of this tra 
\eller was found forty Baba Shaee Rupees some Pooties m Gold 
and sli white turbani From there we went to ^ukanair where 
we stepped a day and afterwards entered the districts of Huldoo 
and Moorbee In our progress here we met two Kummol wea 
vers with loads of Kuramuli on their backs and thinking the 
loads might gi\e cover to more valuable articles we strangled 
them when to our disappointment we found the loads consisted 
only of Kuramuli besides twelve Rupees were found on them I 
do not remember who the Thugs were who strangled them or 
aaisted m the buiiness After this we continued moving about 
foi some days without anything falling into our hands and at 
lenmh went to Nugger Here we founa several Thugs belonging 
to Nathoo Jemandr (Prisoner No 1) who had been sent to look 
out for travellers with property These were Mana (Prisoner 
No 16) Futta (at large) Fouj Khan (Prisoner No 11), Ruhlmta 
(dead) From them we learnt that Nathoo was with a Gang 
at fUjkote On hearing this 1 quitted Bhowona i party and pro 
cceded with Nathoo i men to join The stage before we reach 
ed Rajkote we met a traveller going to that place whom we 
beset and strangled Mana of Amba (Prisoner No 16) was the 
Ihug who strangled him Fort> Rupees were found upon him 
Nathoo and the Gang left Rajkote the day after we lomed Ac 
companled by us we continued moving about from place to place 
for several dajs without anything coming m our w^ when Kulloo 
the father 10 law of Nathoo Jemadar fell sick On hii account 
we were obliged to stop 10 or 1*> dais until he rccoicrcd We 
aflerwaHs proceeded slowly towards Baroda and when within 
a short distance of the town myself and a few others went to 
It to enjoy ourselves while the Jemadar and the rest of the Gang 
continued to traverse the country in the vicinity At Baroda wc 
found Bhowana Tnd his Gang who had been there some time 
but a day or two after our arrival they left it to follow some 
travellers of whom they had rcccned information The same 
day or the day after thev returned with Bhownna and several 
of hii men wounded In the resistance which the travellers had 
made Myself and the others who had come with me Joined 
them and the next day wc all set out for Dhakorjee On the way 
we fell m with Nathoo and hit men who also accompanied Bho 
wana to Dhakoriec where two da^ afterwards wc all arrived After 
reraaming at Dnafcorjcc a few (uys the whole of the Thugs pro 
cc^ed in search of traicUca and passengers under Nathoo to 
attend Bhowana unt 1 he should rcco\cr from hit wounds and be 
able to take his post again Wc nroceeded in the direction of 
Ahmedabad and after traversing the country in that neighbour 
hood for a considerable time without acquinng anything I became 
impatient to return horre and accordingb left the Gang and ae 
companu^ hj Dulla (at large) Dulla (Znd) (at large) Futta 
(at large) and Hutiun of Roopoora (Prisoner No 29) amred at 
huria having returned by regular stages without attempting any 
thing on the way 
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Tlic following two seasons comprehending a period of about 
two years and a half 1 remained at home The third season 
armed when Dew a ahas Roostum Jemadar (Prisoner No 3) 
with other Thugs <ame to luiria with the intention of forming 
a Gang there and proceeding on an excursion Accordingly a 
suriicient number was chorth assembled and a Gang, which 
I joined, was formed under the above Dewa 

^ A A- 


After having completed all our arrangements we proceeded 
making regular stages bv the way of Rajgurh, Jirry, Chandpoor, 
Chota Ood\poor, and Baroda having lived upon Guzerat as the 
scene of our proceedings and Baroda the point from whence to 
Lommeiicc upon them, arrived here \ve halted two days and 
resolved to proceed towards Kumbut (Combay) We according- 
ly left Baroda and within two stages of our destination overtook 
two travellers bound for the same place Having made their 
acquaintance and accompanied them a few coss we took our 
opportunity to tarry into effect our designs upon them The one 
being strangled by Khooshall (at large) and Himta (at large) and 
the other bv Malia (Prisoner No 8) and Raheem ahas Rahimta 
(Prisoner Ho 19), Bukhsha (at large), Rassia (at large), Ajoo 
(at large) and Ruheemta (at large) were the Thugs who buried 
the bodies Tweats Rupees was all that was found upon them 
After this we proceeded on our way to Kumbat and having pass- 
ed one night on the road arrived here next day We stopped 
these two days and proceeded afterwards in the Joonagurh direc- 
tion and wdiile on the second stage fell in with three travellers 
whom we stranded Malm (Prisoner No 6) and Ajoo (at large) 
strangled ,.one, anothei wms strangled by Oomla (at large) and 
Khooshall (at large) and the third by Himta (at large) and Raeeta 
(Prisoner No 7) The bodies were buried by Rahimta (dead), 
Bukhsha (at large), Fakeera (at large), Bahader (at large) anci 
one or two others whose names I do not recollect One hundred 
Rupees were found upon them After this we went to Joonagurh 
where several of the Thugs who had a quarrel with Dewa the 
Jemadar sepaiated from him and returned to Baroda, while he 
with the rest of the Thugs who remained with him took the 
direction of Nugger in which neighbourhood Nathoo Jemadar 
(Prisoner No 1) with a Gang then was Those who separated 
from Dewa were — 

Moty (approver) under examination, Rambukhsh of Euria 
(at large), Ajoo (at large), Rassia (at large), Mana 
(approver No 4), Peer Khan (Prisoner No 42), 
Roostum (Prisoner No 20), Bahadur (at large), 
Khooshall (at large), Himta (at large), Rambukhsh 
Poorbia (at large), Fou] Khan of Euria (dead), Malia 
(Prisoner No 6) 

On our way to Baroda and about four coss beyond Bussooee we 
overtook two travellers, on whom we formed our designs 
Up to this moment I have never mbrued my hands in the blood 
of any one but urged by Rambuksh Poorbia and others to make 
an attempt on one of these two travellers and having hitherto 
accompanied the Gangs for the purpose of qualifying myself to 
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take a fwrt m the coramiiiion of their acU betjdei having ibtred 
m the booty they had acuqired I complied with their wuhet 
on the present occaiion and being prepared with the roomal 
assist^ by Rambukhsh Poorbia (at larae) and Malia (Pnioner 
No 6) my relation I strangled the traveller aiiigned to my hands 
1 he other traveller was strangled by A]oo (at large) and Himta 
(at large) One hundred and fifty Rupees were founa upon them 
l^siia (at large) Reestla (dead) and Bahader (at large) buried the 
bodies These being my first and successful attempt I with 
Rambukhsha who as the person who had initiated me took to 
himself credit on that account laid out five Rupees in sweetmeats 
and distributed them amongst our comrades in order to pro- 
pitiate future success 

At Baroda we remained one night and next morning directed 
our course homewards At the first stage from Baroda two tra 
vellers proceeding to Malwa arrived and halted for the day 
Rambukhsh Poorbia made acquaintance with them and by hit 
address prevailed on them to take up their quarters with us 
At night according to preconcerted design they were strangled 
I strangled one oE them assisted by Rumbukhiha and the other 
was strangled by Rahimta assisted by Himta About ninety 
Rupees were found upon them They were buried by Khooihall 
(at large), Fouj Khan (brother of Anwar at large) since dead, 
and one or two others At this stage Mana AJoo Malla. Fouj 
Khan of Euna Rassla separated from us and went to join Natboo 
Jemadar (Prisoner No 1) who with hii Gong was still m Gnieraf 
while the rest of us continued our course home but without doing 
anything further About a month after my return home I vritn 
ether Tnugi was seized on suspicion of being characters of that 
description and carried to Jemadar but after being examined 
and kept some time in confinement we were released on security 
ihiB occurred about three years ago and prevented me from join 
mg in any of the excursions which the Thugs have since procewed 
upon 


(Sd ) W BORTHWTCK 

Political Agent 


Examination of the Thug Approver Rama No 3 
My name is Rama age about 31 >ean I am of the Naik 
caitc My father is dead his name was Hecra He was a Thug 
and brought up myself and onI> brother Dewah who died o few 
>car» ago to he Thugs also i have been on lc^e^al of those 
cxcunioni undertaken bv the Thugs at certain seasons to o^uirc 
plunder in the mode peculiar to them I remember the Fxcur 
sion of Thugs that proceeded from Malwa to Guzerat about seven 
years ago under the conduct of Bhowana Jemadar (Prisoner 
No 2) Bhowana is m> relation I was present on that Cxcur 
Sion and ha\c a recollection of the more particular occuntmcci 
that happened while some of those of a common nature may have 
escaped m> memory 1 be!lc^c I can state the names of most 
of those Thugs who formed the Gang on that occasion I can 
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speak positively to the odices the different individuals perform- 
ed and recollect the names of some of those who were engaged 
in the several acts of murder perpetrated during that Excursion 
but it is now so long since it took place that many of them 1 
have forgotten 

■i ^ 


I was then living at Ambyrama from whence I went and 
joined Bhowana at Euria in the Rutlam District where most of 
the Gang were assembled In a few days afterwards we were 
all ready, and started for Guzerat to which quarter it was 
determined we should proceed We went by the usual route 
but the names of the different stages I do not remember 


In the neighbourhood of Dabooee two travellers fell into 
our hands and we strangled them but all that I recollect of the 
matter is that they had a Tattoo which I believe was given by 
Bhowana to Omeida Jemadar the brother of Rama (approver 
No 1) 


The next person who fell a victim to our designs ^ 

traveller whom we met near Than He was observed by 
Rambuksh Poorbia and was riding on a Hackery which 
Rambukhsh prevailed upon him to quit and ]oin us He was 
afterwards strangled by Rambuksh 


After this two Kummul wearers were met and strangled but 
besides the bundles of Kumhes which they were carrying and a 
few Rupees nothing was found upon them Rambuksh 
bia strangled one of them but who strangled the other or what 
other Thugs were employed in this murder I do not remember 


After this we went to Nuggur w^here we heard of fou 
Augriahs proceeding towards Joria Bunder on which | Bhowana 
sent a party under Fou] Khan Jemadar (since dead)] after them 
The distance to Joria Bunder being short they reache 
place before they could be overtaken, we howev^er went on t 
Joria and the next day left it in pursuit of thjee travellers 
whose departure we had observed, and having tUpm Who 

panied them a considerable distance we 

the stranglers were on this occasion and what P , ^ 

found upon the travellers I do not remember 
village near to where this took place from whe nroceed- 

to Bhowana who came and joined us, after whic ^ P 

ed to Rajkote 

At Rajkote we formed an acquaintance intoThc 

dealers who had seven horses which ^hev were co y » 
country to disoose of and when thev left . . wished to 

them under the pretence set up bv Bhowana th. t 
purchase their horses The second or third stage 
Rajkote we strangled them and seized their borses > Tliuf'*? 
and Shew Lall Poorbia (both at large) were two o. the 1 hu^s 
who were employed and strangled them 

Five of the horses w^ere given into 
to Baroda the other two were retained j\ orcordinii to 

and another by Fouj Khan Jemadar (since tV, Pornda huf 
the directions of Bhowana I took the lor 


Gujarat 
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(Priioner No 17) Khooshala a Mmaulman (at largej^ Moty 
(approver No 2) and othen were seized and earned to RuUam 
v^ere they were thrown into conhnementj and it was not until 
about a or more afterwards that they were set at 

liberty on produciM lecunty Geenit Sing Thakoor of Ringma 
a relation of the Thakoor of Peeplouda became Bhowana • 
lecunly and earned him with him to Ringnia but some months 
after the Thakur and Bhowana had a violent quarrel about some 
demands which the Thakoor hod made upon him which being 
too unreasonable he had refused to comply with and in consc- 
ouence feanng the Thakoor s displeasure fled from Ringnia 
during the night The Thakoor hearing of his flight imm^iatc* 
ly afterawrdi sent Mhoggiahs after him to bring him bade The 
Mhoffiiahs cormng up with Bhowana attack^ him and his 
fnends and killed one of the Thugs who accompanied him while 
he and the re't escaped and went to the village Motya some 
days after Bhowana proceeded to l^glilly m the Pertabgurh 
diitnct The name ot the Thug who was killed bv the Mhoggiahs 
was Roopa Bhowana remained some time at Sagtilly and 
afterwards purchased a house in the neighbouring village of 
Waulaec (same diitnct) where he earned hli family and settled 
After a considerable lapse of time Bhowana resolved on 
\entunng upon an excursion, and having made arrangements with 
ihc Thugs who resided at Wasilaee, he proceeded to Ambvrama 
to consult with Nathoo Jemadar /rriioner No 1) and having 
with him laid his plans he called the Wosslaee Thugs to 
Ambyrama and collecting thos^ of that village who agre^ to 
follow him set out on his projected excursion 


Some matters M home haiing detained me I did not start 
with Bhowana and the Gang but with other Thugs followed □ 
few days afterwards and joined him near Ajmere 

On joining I learnt from Bhowara and othen of the Gang 
that two travellers had fallen Into theW hands and were strangled 
near Bholatukr) 


In a feiv da\i we am\ed at Aimerc, from thence we went to 
Phokurjec and afterwads to Mairtha making some ?tage# between 
and in a village bc\ond Mairtha met four travellei> whom we 
joined and jtarfmg with them the next da> we strangled them 
on the road Himta (at large! Fukecra (2nd) of Kureca (Prl 
soncr No 9) Fukeera of Wusiloce (prisoner No 8) Omelda (at 
large) and Nunda (Prisoflcr No 5) were the strannlcn on this 
occasion The names of those who buried the bodies I do not 
remember some PootJics (foreign Gold Ckiins) were found upon 
them 

After this we went to Patec thence to Jalore and from 
Jajore we proceeded to Kheelmal leaiing Rheelmal we met four 
travellers in the waj whom wc Joined and accompanied to the 
end of the day s lourney when we prevailed on them to take 
no their ouarters along with us but t'crr not haiing nn onportu 
nlt> to effect our purpose we started with them the next morn 
mu and on the wav stnngled them Rulicem W/or Ruheemfa 
(Prisoner No 19), Himta (at large) Jooma (Prisoner No 18) 
Fokeern (2nd) of Kurreca (Prisoner No 9) Nunda (Prisoner 
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Omcida (at lan^c) and another whose name I have for- 
M . n stranglers Khoman (Prisoner No 22), Joda 

(dead), Riiin^nin (at large), Rassia (at large) and others, but 
v%hcKc names I do not recollect, buried the bodies, a few small 
carpet'; was all that was obtained 

A few da\s after this making moderate stages we arrived at 
Ucesa and nio\ing from thence on the second stage beyond it, 
leil in with two traveller^ whom we beset and strangled shortly 
atior meeting them 1 do not remember the names of the Thugs 
w'ho 'Strangled them nor do 1 recollect the amount or description 
of the booty obtained. 


Iwo da>s after this another traveller fell into our hands 
and wa*: strangled from whom a few' Rupees were obtained but 
the names of the Thugs wdio strangled him I do not remember. 


After this wc proceeded to Seetapore, from Seetapore we 
wont towards Kattvwair and moving about m different directions 
for the space of fifteen or twenty days, w’e did nothing when at 
length four Augnahs fell into our hands and were strangled 
Himta (at large), Ruheem (Prisoner No 19), Nunda (Prisoner 
No S), Omeida (at large), Fukcera of Kurrea (Prisoner No 9), 
Oomla (at large) and another Thug whose name I do not 
recollect, were the stranglers. A number of Native Ornaments 
set wath precious stones, also a quantity of small pearls were 
found upon the bodies 

Wlnt WMtli this rather rich booty and the rainy season being 
at hand, wc are induced to think of returning home and accord- 
ingly began to retrace our steps, and reached our homes about 
the middle of the wet season without any more travellers falling 
a Mctim to our designs 

I remember perfectly the names of the Thugs who accom- 
panied and joined Bhow'ana and the Gang with me near Ajmere, 
their names are as follows. — 

Omeida, Jooda, Nunda, Dew'a ahas Lala, Roman of Roo- 
poora 

The first part of the Rams was nearly over before we reached 
home and about a month or two afterwards we were all seized 

I gave the greater number of the articles that Ml to my 
share during this last Excursion to Ghassyram Bunnya of 
Peeplouda I also gave some few things to other Bunnyahs but 
do not recollect their names Bhowana Jemadar and others also 
gave things to Ghassyram 


(Sd) W BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent 


Examination of the Thug Approver Mana No. 4 

TVTv name is Mana — Age about forty-five years, caste Afghan. 
I ThS^by “ofesBion which has been that of my familv for 

ierrahoSs ia« My father ,s dead 

l'had''n“eJ bleVoriny T^il ^cureion. my father having 
22 


Kathiawar 
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allay m strangling diitnbuted iweetmeat amongit ui at wai 
ntual on such occaeioni 

j ® miitake in itating that four travcllert fell into our 
hands between Joonagurh and Baroda, that four were itraogled 
by ut about that time ii the fact but 1 now remember that only 
two of them fell into our hands on that lino of Road and that the 
other two ^ere strangled at a village on the Malwa side of 
Baroda shortly after night fall the name of the village I do not 
remember but it was from thence that I and the others who re- 
mained behind separated from those who proceeded homewards 
and returned to Baroda 

I received as my share of the Booty acquired by the murder 
of the five Augnahi perpetrated as I have already itat^ by the 
men of Nathoo i Gang eight strings of small pearls one and a 
half Rupees weiglit of gold and eight Rujjees in Silver 

I do not know what Nathoo took as his thare^ or gave to 
the men of his Gang but it must have been something consider 
able 

After returning from the excursion with Nathoo and hit 
Gang as I have before stated 1 remained at home until last year 
when I accompanied Bhowana Jemadar (Prisoner No 2) on one, 
which he then projected and proceeded upon with a gang which 
he formed for the purpose consisting of ine following Thugs 


Meywar and Marwor were the quarters fixed upon for the 
excursion tov,ards which we started and in about eight days 
reached Shahpoor About two cou from this Town near a plqcc 
called Bholatgeery we made our first cnterpnie on two travellers 
whom after joining and accompanying a short wav seizing them 
completely off their guard we strangled them One of the 
stranglers was Fukeera but whether Fukeera of Mnsslaco (Pn 
loner No 8) or Fukeera. of Kuncca (Prisoner No 9) I cannot 
state positively was anotner of the stranglers Jooma (Prisoner 
No 18) Omla (at larg^ Ruheem (Prisoner No 19) Himta (at 
large) and one of the Fukeerps seized and held their hands and 
ieg» But as T have just said I do not remember which of the 
hukecras took the fatter part ond which used the Roomal but 
that thev were both engaged in this murder T can positivcl> and 
with truth affirm. Rassia ond Oracida (both at large) and two 
or three others buried the bod c* Flftj or sixt) Rupees was all 
that were found upon them 

After this we went to Ajmcrc from thence to Mairlha and 
Palee and ^tween the two last places fell in with and strangled 
four travellers who were proceeding together to the latter Town 
The stranglers who perpetrated thu murder were Oomla (at 
large) Dilla (at large) Shair Khan (Prisoner No 10) Omeida 
(at large) Himta (at large) Fukeera of Kunccra (Pnioner No 
9) Nunda (Prisoner No 5) and Fukeera of Muiilace (Prisoner 
No 8) Jooda (dead) Rassia (ai large) and others whom I do 
not now remember, buried the bodies Upon them were found 
four or five Pootlici (Gold coins) and twenty or twent) five 
Rupees In Silver 
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After this we proceeded to Palee from thence to Bheelmal, 
after leaving which we came^ up with four travellers whom we 
joined, and forming an acquaintance with them, found they were 
proceeding to Guzerat Watching our opportunity, we strangled 
them' after having proceeded in their company a shprt way The 
stranglers on this occasion were Fukeera of Musslaee (Prisoner 
No 8), Oomla (at large), Nunda (Prisoner No 5), Omeida (at 
large), Ruheem (Prisoner No 19), Himta (at large), Shair Khan 
(Prisoner No 10), Jooma (Prisoner No 18), and two or three 
others whose names I do not recollect Some carpets, a few 
Rupees, and some things of trifling value, were obtained Ram- 
zany (at large), Khoman of Ambyrama (Prisoner No 22) and 
others buried the Bodies 

Having resolved upon proceeding to Guzerat, we pursued 
the road in that direction and shortly afterwards fell in with two 
Travellers whom we strangled Nunda (Prisoner No 5), 
Fukeera of Musslaee (Prisoner No 8), Omeida (at large) and 
Himta (at large) were the stranglers About one hundred 
Rupees were found upon them 

After this near Seetpoor another traveller fell into our hands 
and was strangled, but I do not remember who on this occa- 
sion were the stranglers that were employed Something very 
trifling was found on the body, about ten or twelve Rupees 

Some days after this having travelled a long way without 
meeting with any enterprise we at length got information of four 
Augnahs whom we went after 'and having overtaken, stranded 
them Shair Khan (Prisoner No 10), Fukeera of Kunea (Pri- 
soner No 9), Jooma (Prisoner No 18), Oomla (at large), 
Ruheem (Prisoner No 19), Himta (at large), Nunda (Prisoner 
No 5) and Omeida (at large) were the principal stranglers 
Native ornaments of gold set with precious stones of consider- 
able value were found concealed in their clothes 

Being satisfied with the result of this enterprise we returned 
home, without attempting any more, and arrived about the 
middle of the rams A two months or so afterwards we were 
all seized 

The native ornaments and other Articles of booty acquired 
by the murder last mentioned of the four Augnahs were divided 
on the spot, the ornaments being broken up for that purpose, 
and I received as my share, four Rupees weight of these Articles 
which after I returned home I sold to Ghassy Ram Bunnyah of 
Peeplouda for fifty Rupees 

We proceeded on this occasion in the beginning of the hot 
weather last year (between March and April 1831) and as I have 
stated returned about the middle of the following rains (July — 
August following) 

I do not remember Rama (Approver No 8), being present 
on the excursion and that he did not start at the same time that 
Bhowana and the rest of us did, but with others joined us after- 
wards somewhere about Ajmere 

I do not remember the names of all those who joined after- 
wards with Rama but recollect that Nunda, Koman alias Komara 
of Roopoora and Jooda were amongst them 
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Omeidfl as I have raentionedj though a itranAler auute 
on the occanon j 1 have alluded to m 1117 examination, in bur] 
mg the bodies and though it never happened that thoie wh 
had not been regularly taught the use of the Jloomal and dul 
initiated in the pusmeta and office of the strangler •were eve 
so employed or ^ven allowed to assist in holding the arms an^ 
legs of the victimBWhilethev were being stranglea the stranj^er 
sometimes assisted of their own accord, or as occasion migfa 
require m carrying the bodies to a convenient spot and bury 
ing them 

Bhowana Jemadar with whom I had an account disposer 
of my share of booty acquired on this excursion to th< 
Bunnyahs for me 


(Sd ) W BORTHWICK, 

PnJtijcal Agent 
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